
Sherman Stroup, Alice 2000/03/25

Saturday, March 25, [2000] Interview With Alice Sherman Stroup – Jane’s [Roberts] High 
School Classmate. Interview conducted by Mary E. Dillman – [Holiday Inn, Saratoga Springs, 
NY]


Alice: This is gossip – small town gossip. I’m a Saratogian insider. Janie’s father was supposed 
to be from a family that lived on North Broadway, Summer Cottage part of Saratoga – not 
cottages at all. And her mother’s family, her grandfather, was supposed to be the chauffeur or the 
carriage – I don’t know which it was at the time. So, the young boy in the family and the 
coachman/carriage man’s daughter got together and had a child. Whether they ever married, I 
doubt it.  
1

MD: Okay.


Alice: But I don’t know. He – she became – the mother became crippled by arthritis. I didn’t 
actually know Janie until high school. So, I met Janie. Janie was very vivacious. She was 
different but she wanted to be different. She was never weird. She was always accepted by 
everyone. She – everybody realized in a vague way that she had a difficult life. I met her first in 
Latin we became friends because I always read a great deal and have been interested in literature. 
And she was writing even then. She was writing poetry. Mainly. Her mother was in a bed. I 
stayed at her house a few times – her mother was in a bed in the downstairs completely 
bedridden. Janie had a bedroom upstairs – Janie took care of her mother which meant that many 
nights she did not get much sleep because her mother was in pain and required care.


MD: That’s tough for a young kid to do too.


Alice: Yes. She was – I would say that one of the greatest influences was the Catholic Church. 
They watched out for her – like a family. And like a family some of it was good and some of it 
wasn’t so good. Other people came in to take care of her mother during the day. Janie’s mother 
was like the child – she would say – she couldn’t hold anything in her hands, and she was going 
to write, and she was going to be published and then she was going to have money and she was 
going to take all of us high school girls to a camp at the lake.


MD: She had big dreams.


Alice: She was completely unreasonable. Nobody paid any attention to her. Jane, however, 
always had sponsors and people who were interested. Caroline Slade – who published – do you 
know Caroline Slade? 


MD: I know of her – Jane mentions her in a book.


Alice: Caroline Slade was a great friend to Jane. She had published several books based on her 
welfare experience in Saratoga. Really ponderous ______, they were very popular - they were 
bestsellers, I think. Although it was when I was a child but I’ve read them – but they were stories 
of depression people in relation to the welfare system. She – Caroline Slade – had many people – 

 This was gossip and not factual.1
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at one time I went there with Janie and we met Kathryn Ann Porter – who was a friend of 
Caroline Slade. She was also – had many connections at Skidmore.  Starbuck was the name in 
Saratoga, very trendy with the president of the college – she was – I don’t know if she was dean 
or she probably taught law. Miss Starbuck. So that intellectual, Dr. Swanner, they were all 
friendly, they were all educated women, and they all were interested in Janie – but in particular 
Caroline Slade. 


Two things I remember about the church – I stayed overnight – a good Protestant girl – we rolled 
over on the sacred heart statue because she took it to bed. [laughter]


MD: I also was not raised Catholic so I missed that.


Alice: But she always fantasized about her father – typical of most children who never knew 
their father. 


The other thing I know is we took Latin together. [talking with waitress] There was a priest who 
was helping her with latin and I don’t know how far it went, but I know that he made advances 
which was very upsetting to her because you know, Catholic church was like a parent.


MD: You wouldn’t know by any chance which of the priests – she mentioned a couple.


Alice: I don’t know – and I don’t know much about it other than she just mentioned it and I 
know that she was very upset. I don’t know – I have no idea how serious it was, it could have 
been anything. I think she told me he pushed her on the bed or something. But whether it went 
further I don’t know. But that was upsetting to her. And I don’t think she – I don’t remember that 
she was too much a practicing Catholic at that time. I think the church had brought her up and I 
don't know how much… I never heard of her as being… going to church that often. 


Everyone in the church said she was vivacious – she was pretty but not in a standard way. She 
had kind of a different nose, it was kind of broken sort of, but she had pretty hair and it was more 
her personality that made her pretty. You know, just an attractive girl. And as I say, in high school 
she was very well liked. And had friends and everybody – everyone took her writing seriously – 
we didn’t joke about it. We all hoped that she would continue. Now I didn’t know her – after that 
I went to college – and didn’t know her again until I came back to Skidmore my junior year 
because the man I married was at Union. I came back to Skidmore and she was in my classes – 
Shakespeare and ancient literature sort of thing, Dante, Greek plays. But anyway we were there, 
and sat next to each other and were friends. At that time we had quite a few quizzes because even 
college did it then because we wanted to keep up with the reading. But Janie never had to do 
that. Janie just read and wrote and that was accepted for her. 


MD: Oh that’s interesting.


Alice: It was interesting. And she did very well –everyone knew her, they – the different 
professors admired her and supported her. And I took quite a few English classes so we knew the 
same people. Then what happened about the huge scandal was that she was friendly with two 
women professors – I’ve forgotten their names.
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MD: One was Blanche Price, I think. Was one Blanche Price, per chance? They corresponded – 
she was a French teacher – they corresponded for a number of years.


Alice: I don’t think so, it was someone else… but Janie was out late one night and Janie’s mother 
worried about her. It was a strange relationship. Janie’s mother was really jealous of Jane – and 
so she was good to her and yet she also did some things that were quite unkind – mean. But 
anyway, she was missing. So the mother called two English professors I think they were, who 
lived together, and asked them if they would look for Janie. Janie was at an art professor’s house 
– his wife was away – it was a party. Ray Calkins was there.  Now, Ray Calkins was a painter 2

who I think seduced one freshman a year, but he and Janie had a friendship. 


MD: There is a letter from him in the papers.


Alice: Yes, I was friendly with him. He was a very likable guy and he also had a difficult life – 
and they were friends. The art professor, I’ve forgotten his name [Robert Davidson], but anyway, 
they were friends as well. And then there was a senior girl there as well – she was with my 
cousin, Robert Sherman. And the two professors found her and because of the honor system had 
to report her. 


MD: Oh ok because you couldn’t hobnob with…


Alice: No, well – it was about 2 o’clock in the morning and it was the time that you still had to 
sign in and so on. It was a different point of view – anyway it was against the rules. His wife was 
not there, it was after hours, and the girl from, the friend of Janie’s would have had to be back in 
the dormitory. She was a senior girl – there were all kinds of – you just got feelings of 
discussions and Janie was expelled. I imagine Janie was on a scholarship so that would have 
made her particularly vulnerable – I don’t know that but I assume that. And that made her 
particularly vulnerable. The other girl was not – who was a senior – was not expelled. And that 
caused bitterness. Maybe her explanation was that she was with my gay cousin but we all know 
that that could mean something or nothing and… anyway she was not expelled, and Janie was. It 
was serious because she didn’t get her degree and she was just near her degree – I think it was 
her senior year – maybe the end of junior. 


But Walt Zeh who was also kind of us – had a difficult childhood and she had been dating some I 
suppose and when he graduated they decided to get away from all the scandal and she would find 
her father in California. Now I think she heard from her father occasionally – not anything very 
much. I don’t know whether he had to pay support or whether – I don’t know what – there was 
some contact.


MD: As far as I know Marie and Jane were on welfare. I’ve never seen anything about any 
support payments. Much about her early years are sort of sketchy.


Alice: Welfare makes people support if they can find them. Send some support. Then you are 
still on welfare – so I don’t know what the arrangement was. But anyway, somehow or other she 

 Do not believe Ray Calkins was at the party. 2
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knew where he was and she went to see him. Very little was said about the meeting, I think it was 
“hi, how are you?” And have a daughter who was in trouble show up, a daughter that he had 
never known – he had had a family for many, many years. I don’t think it was particularly 
something he wanted to see happen. So it was inconvenient. They came back and they married. 
Walt was very interested in music – classical music. He played the organ in the community 
congregational church – I had known him all my life because he played there – and he was about 
10 or 15 years older than me. He was going to Skidmore on the GI Bill. But he – they had – they 
were both interested in intellectual things – he was always interested in philosophy and current 
thinking – and so, he was a thinking man. And Janie was always interested in ideas and thoughts. 
So they married. And as I say, they went through a stage where it was more noble to work with 
your hands – we went to their house – apartment. We were married – Walt and I were married at 
that time – but he was completely unsuited to doing that kind of work but anyway. He had a 
mother – his father had died suddenly in an accident – the mother never could support him so he 
was put in the orphanage society – local called Holley Home. And you know his mother always 
cared for him in her own kind of way – it was kind of odd too. And so Janie was very good to her 
and she was good to Janie – but Janie met his friend [Rob] and left with him. I don’t know who 
was it – but it always amused me – somebody had promised somebody shoes – his mother 
promised Janie shoes or Janie promised her shoes. And I always thought it was very interesting 
because there was a big discussion whether after the separation this person would still get the 
shoes. (laughing)


MD: I think I’d forget about the shoes at that point, myself, but…


Alice: But as I say, she married this man and I never met him. And he [Walt] found someone that 
suited him very interested in music and had more in common. Janie apparently – I had only one 
letter, I lost contact after that, and she said she was very happily married and that they had 
decided to have no children and that she was still writing.


MD: And finally started getting published and then started getting involved with a lot of 
psychic…


Alice: Yes definitely – I have one of her books. But I’m not interested in psychic phenomena. I 
was very sorry myself that she did not continue with her poetry.


MD: Well, she did actually have 2 books published – 


Alice: Really? I didn’t know that. I know that she had Seth and something else published. 


MD: Yes, she had a lot of Seth books, and then she did her own writing, but she also had 
Dialogues of a Soul and… it’s a long title – I can’t think of it all of a sudden – and she also had If 
We Live Again: Public Magic, Private Love. I just donated the books – they are both in the 
Saratoga Room of the library.


Alice: If we live again?


MD: If We Live Again and then it has a subtitle Public Magic, Private Love. That’s out of print.
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Alice: What was the other one?


MD: Dialogues of a Mortal Soul in Time. All of her titles were like 3 pages long. [laughing] I’m 
quite sure that’s it.


Alice: She always had an interest in ideas.


MD: Some of us feel her philosophy is out of the realm of new-age gobblely gook stuff.


Alice: She did have that quality too – I must admit sometimes it – she had a little of her mother 
in her.


MD: Sure.


Alice: But she – we all felt that she had potential. And as I say, she was very – she was well 
liked. So she accomplished probably more than the rest of us. 


MD: We all have different yardsticks.


Alice: Exactly. 


MD: Some people it’s family…


Alice: She was always an interesting person. As I say – and as you say – she had ideas that were 
– they spent evenings explaining to us the nobility of labor – thought that was a little naive. But 
we were polite enough not to say, depends on the person and whether you have to or not, and 
how hard you have to labor and whether it’s slave labor or what kind of labor. Whether you have 
a choice and a whole lot of things.


MD: And why did you only stay there for six months?


Alice: After you tried it. Jane was never there – I never knew – there were people coming in all 
the time – there were two Quaker ladies who used to go in and help with her mother – different 
people would all… [talk with waitress]. That relationship – I talked to Mary Wolfe – she had 
stayed over too – and we were talking about the Catholic point of view – because Mary is 
Catholic too – and the influence it had – think it had an influence on mainly the mystic – the 
dramatic and probably the love of beauty – words, the sound of words.


MD: Jane I think was very influenced by a priest that used to read some poetry to she and her 
mother when Jane was a young girl. And there was just a little writing she had done about it – 
and evidently he was quite carried away and really enjoyed reading it – and very dramatic so I’m 
sure that was a big influence for her.


Alice: I think her mother was very Irish – but I can’t even remember that too much. But I mean – 
so if we had a nice Irish priest with a love of poetry we would be very…


MD: Her mother’s maiden name is Finn – so that’s where the Irish...
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Alice: But I think the church – although she never talked about the church – but I always had the 
feeling the church was always there.


MD: I think it was very important to her at some point and then she maybe got away from it as 
she got older.


Alice: I don’t mean going to church-church – but I mean shaping her point of view. The way she 
saw life and the way she – I don’t remember her being particularly religious in the sense that 
we’re going to novenas and church. I never heard her mention it. And as I say, as a good little 
Protestant girl, I would have noticed it because it would have been different. Not according to 
her, though – as I noticed the sacred heart, which I thought was extremely ugly, sleeping in bed 
with me. 


MD: The party that you talked about – that evidently really played a big part in Jane’s life – did 
anything happen to the professors who were… 


Alice: Davidson – I don’t think so. 


MD: Kind of interesting isn’t it?


Alice: Yes – it was interesting to all of us at the time. And that the other girl – as I say – they 
could say that Bobby was gay but on the other hand I know many gay men that were married and 
had children, so… 


MD: Right. I would guess that Jane was very innocent just from her writings about other things.


Alice: I think she was innocent – but I think it was a more innocent time really in some ways, I 
mean… not that these high school girls didn’t have sex, they certainly did, but… it was a more 
innocent time.


MD: Just from the things I’ve read of Jane’s journals and stuff – while she liked to be very 
outgoing and stuff, she was…


Alice: Oh, yes, she was a flirt. She was a flirt. She was a good flirt – not everybody is, even 
people who are interested in others…. they’re not always a good flirt. Jane was an excellent flirt. 


MD: I would guess that, but I would guess she would also back down quite easily.


Alice: Oh, no. You never had the feeling – there was never a feeling about Janie being fast.


MD: That I would expect.


Alice: You never had that feeling. You never got that – and really I never – when I think about 
her, I don’t know of anybody that she really cared that much about. She may have had a crush – 
she might have even had a crush on this priest, who knows, but – she still had that innocent 
quality so she, it was just flirting. I never knew – some boys who I never knew [hurt Jane. Well 
the boys won’t hurt ya. But they did encourage it.][?]
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MD: She had a Chap Book where she listed different guys and where she met them – it was kind 
of like a scrap book that was evidently popular at that time period or…


Alice: Nobody I knew had one –


MD: Okay, I’d never seen one before, but she just listed…


Alice:  I think this was Janie – to tell you the truth – there might have – but I never heard of it, 
and I was in her high school class…


MD: It was pre-printed so I thought it maybe something…


Alice: Might have been – I started dating my husband at 15 so maybe they didn’t pass it to me.


MD: He was in the same high school class, right? Cause I noticed in the year book your picture 
and his. Jane had a comment about him that he seemed like a real nice guy, but he was Alice’s – 
in her Chap book – she had his name down. Nice guy, but he’s dating Alice Sherman.


Alice: Walt [Stroup] has a quick wit – a very quick wit – so he was.... He also played the piano 
quite seriously – so he wasn’t quite the football kind either. I never noticed that he had a burning 
interest in football. Some of us like other things. And so probably we’re all different in a sence. 
She seemed to have a lot of people that ah, or I can't remember, really – Mary Wolfe for instance 
was telling me – and I never knew it before – that in high school she had a hard time – in fact she 
stayed home from school a good many days because she had a younger brother who was retarded 
and they put him in an institution when she was in high school and she missed him terribly – and 
she missed like 50 days of school, 50-something days of school, and her parents didn’t know she 
wasn’t going to school – so there seemed to be a lot of these people that she knew, also had – 
Ray Calkins – Mary – they all had sort of had some sadness in their own life.


MD: She had a really good friend that she talked about – whose name was Marie Tubbs and then 
her name was Sternett, I think, after she got married. Is she part of your... [recording ends]


[track 2, gap in conversation]


Alice: [I used] to know her as a child because I used to stay with her family when they lived 
outside of Saratoga and we played together. But Marie, as a teenager had developed an 
impressive bust. [laughter] Really – all the boys really noticed Marie. She was actually quite a 
pretty girl. She was overweight, not a lot, but overweight and she had pretty coloring. But I never 
knew, even though I knew Marie as a child, nobody in the family ever really had any interests, 
and I knew the family as a child, so I was surprised that she had even then she was interested 
in....  I went to Marie's house once after she was married.


MD: OK, there is a note, just a little note but that's the problem with corrections. Somebody says 
a  comment here and then with corrections it ends up almost becoming a fact, so may in fact, she 
wasn't that interested in writing.
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Alice: I don't know. I knew Marie more as, I think she was in high school with us. With me, but I 
didn't know anything about what Marie did. As a child, I played with Marie and I knew her 
family, nice family, but, I don't think they sat around and had intellectual discussions too much. 
And, maybe never. But, I don't know how we happened to go to their house, but somehow or 
other we went out with her and her husband and went to her apartment. I can't even remember...  
and how we ever did  that, I don't know. I really don't.


MD: The last thing I knew, there was a letter Jane had written to her and she had written back in 
the early 60's, and she lived in Florida at the time.


Alice: Well, maybe that is it… she moved away.


MD: Did she ever come to your reunions?


Alice: She died very young. 
3

MD: Oh, she did.


Alice: I don't know how young, but very young. I don't know how young but it was when you 
wouldn’t expect it. I don’t know whether it was 40, or what age, but she was ah… much sooner 
than you would expect. 


MD: Jane had a little page of some writing she did when she was a senior in high school and she 
wants… she put in there… do you remember a Mrs. Richardson who taught?


Alice: Oh, yes. She was like assistant principal, or something, anyway she stomped around the 
hall, she was a huge woman , very Wagnerian… I was listening to Wagner on the way down… 
any she was that type. And she went around scaring everyone. She was very interested in theater.


MD: Oh, OK, because Jane’s comments were “I have Mrs. Richardson first two periods. You 
would never think she was a school teacher. A policewoman perhaps, or a lady detective, but 
never a teacher. Big and tall she is with a man's voice and a pair of earrings and a bully to anyone 
that was afraid of her.”  But then she mentions a couple of people, and unfortunately the second 
page disappeared, but she mentions a Frankie? “Frankie because she has always been around and 
is part of everything being alright.”  I was wondering if that's a nickname for anyone? 
4

Alice: It is. I'm sure it is but I am trying to figure out who it was. Maybe it was Janie's name for 
that ah… ah, who knows. I'm trying to think who might be Frankie… and this was a woman, a 
girl?


MD: Yes


Alice:  – no, I can't think right now. Maybe if I went through the yearbook I could figure out who 
it is.


 Actually this is not true. 3

 Frances (Frankie) O’Boyle.4
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MD: Then Jane's spelling – I have no idea, it's spelled G-I-O-I-A


Alice: Oh yeah it's called JOY. I think it is. Yeah I think that is who it is and I can't remember her 
name. She was younger than me though. She was very, very different, and I think that's who it 
would be ah because the spelling and that's why…


MD: Ok now there was someone with a similar spelling like that in one of Jane's dreams where 
she had, but the last name is hard to read too – Cartsone or something like that.


Alice: Carosone. Gioia Carosone. C-a-r-o-sone. You could check in the book. Her husband was a 
lawyer. Her father was a lawyer in Saratoga, too. Very nice man. Very attractive. A year younger 
than me, though really a pleasant girl. That's right, I wasn't friends with her though, but I liked 
her and was friendly. She was the kind of girl everybody liked, but ah she, her father was a very 
successful lawyer in Saratoga.


MD: Is she still in the area, do you know?


Alice: No, she's not. But her brother is. He might be able to help find out where she is because 
her brother is a lawyer also.


MD: Oh, OK. And then François – now that's obviously, I don’t know if she took French in high 
school, but “François, because she made me think.”  That’s another person that Jane really liked.


Alice: François...I'm sorry but I don't recognize it. It wasn't a teacher? Maybe a teacher. (looking 
at the writing and trying to figure it out) I don't know, it could be a “t”.  And, um, I think that 
probably Gioia is probably an Italian spelling – If you know Italian maybe you can straighten 
that one out...


MD: OK, I'm learning all different kinds of things I never thought I would have to know. And 
then she also mentions she wants to remember “Riley Boyle and Nowell Jones will never be 
forgotten and they will always be connected by ...”


Alice: Nowel… Jones…


MD: ...she said “they would always be connected by things she can never have.” Were they well 
to do maybe?


Alice: No. And who was the other?


MD: Riley Boyle.


Alice: I don't know Riley Boyle. No, I know a Jones but the name is different. My husband may 
know more about him. And ah Riley Boyle might be somebody that… there was a Boyle in our 
class but I really don't know what his first name was. But I, neither one are particularly....  Janie's 
friends were always…. from, you know… they were always integrated families. Not always, 
but… mainly.
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MD: OK, well good. And she went to a mid-Winter dance with Carl Schrade.


Alice: Carl. Oh, very nice looking and um, I think he… Carl Schrade, he went to Union… I think 
he was a classic pianist. And I don't remember, I think maybe he was a lawyer, I'm not sure but  
anyway, very nice, very nice looking. Went to Union with my husband, was at Union the same 
time,  I think ah, he had always been ah, one Schrade was the Mayor of Saratoga… I’m not sure 
I got the father straightened out… but they were interested in Community affairs and figures in 
the community and so forth. 


MD: Then she also mentioned David… well...at least a couple of times. This is from her little 
Chap book  – almost any guys name ended up in there, because when you’re teenagers...  Jack 
Kendall? 


Alice: Yeah, he was in our class.


MD: OK, and then she talked about Bobby Nelson?  


Alice: Oh yeah, he was the President of our class… He’s a veterinarian.


Mary: I don't know if she just had a crush on him or if she actually dated him.


Alice: She might have. He was a… he lived with the Bickelhaupts. He could have – I don't know 
what happened – his mother died or something and he went to live with the Buckelhaupts. David 
Bickelhaupt was in our class, and his family had an insurance group – the Bickelhaupt family 
had an insurance group and he lived with them throughout the high school term. They both came 
to the last reunion, the 50th reunion.


MD: Oh, how fun. He had a car. Jane liked cars because I think she didn't have one in her family.


Alice: No. That's probably why she __________               


MD: Let me see now, there are still a few names if you don't mind if I ask you about...


Alice: No.


MD: Just in case… um… did you know, you wouldn't have known any of the neighbors around 
Jane's place?


Alice: I might...


MD: There was a Mrs. Bradshaw, she would mention sometimes…


Alice: No I don't know Mrs. Bradshaw. No I guess not. I'm not sure.


MD: OK, let's see… a Margaret Cogan was a school friend.
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Alice: Oh, Margaret Cogan, yes. Margaret Cogan was a very nice girl, everyone liked her. She 
was active in sports, she was good in school work, her brother was an ophthalmologist and 
Margie married – she doesn't live around here but I see her –  just a very nice girl.


MD: Then there is one professor at Skidmore whose last name is Crocroft? Or something like 
that. C-r-o-c-r-o-f-t. But then Jane's spelling can be off pretty bad sometimes.


Alice: Yeah that sounds familiar. I don't know who those two teachers were that she... that  found 
her. I didn't particularly – I didn't have, but she might have. As I say she was friendly with quite a 
bit of faculty, but I didn't transfer back until the middle of my junior year and I became friendly 
with some of them, like one of the English professors. Ah, you know there would be others that 
she would have known.


MD: Sure. And there is a Roberta Cummings, that she calls Bert.


Alice: Roberta Cummings. 


MD: She knew her in college. She knew her at Skidmore.


Alice: No, it's not coming back.


MD: I don't expect you to remember all these names. And just… Oh there's a Theodora Daniel, 
was an assistant at Skidmore… um…


Alice: Oh, yeah I know her, I think. I think that's who it was—her husband was a minister at the 
New England Congregational Church, and she was a tall, very attractive woman, ah, she  taught 
a few courses at Skidmore, too. He was known as “poor duck” But she was kind of a, there was a 
woman across from us... her husband was a conductor with Vienna Opera Orchestra, and he took 
one look at her and he said that… what was it he said? Anyway, implying that he would like to 
go to bed with her _______ daughter of a doctor and so forth. They specialized in  psychiatrics. 
(laughter)  I don't think they meant them, but they lived in Vienna, they had a more European 
point of view. But she was attractive and very tall – very tall and she loved her husband very 
much but he was a poor duck, but he found her very attractive.


MD: Then Jane mentions a Virginia Deuell?


Alice: Yeah, Virginia Deuell.


MD: And she was a friend in grade school or maybe high school?


Alice: In high school. I knew in high school, she was in our class and she comes for our 
reunions. She's was very kind of quiet... I tell you, I talked to Mary Wolfe more the other night 
than I’d ever talked to her all my life and I found her a very interesting person. But you know 
how it is in high school – you say hello to everyone and you might not know much about them. 
She's the kind of person who would be interested in _____… She's a very pleasant person.
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MD: Some of these names that I'm getting are from Jane's dreams because she recorded her 
dreams.


Alice: Virginia was in one of her dreams.


MD: You also were. She couldn’t the dream, because I looked it up before I came. It was in 1965 
and she wrote “I dreamed about Alice Sherman, but I can't remember what it was about.” 
(laughter) And you know how people... I know since I got out of high school, I have dreamed 
about some classmates, that I didn't know at all while in high school, and what I remember about 
my dream about then was that I was so surprised that I dreamed about them. And all I did in my 
dream was say “hi”, and never exchanged any conversation. So some of these names I guess 
might be… I'm not real sure. Let me see, there was a Bob Dunham that graduated from Skidmore 
with Walt  – evidently was a friend of Walt's?


Alice: Bob Dunham. We had a Harold Dunham in our class, but I don't know.


MD: OK, and there was an Ann and John Dunning – I think they were friends of Jane's and 
Walt's, and I know they visited up here. I don't know if one was originally from the area.


Alice: Dunning, I would say that Walt Zeh was older. He was a friend of a cousin of mine and 
they were both very interested in music and also law school, that's – they were enough older, 
so.... They used to come to our house and my mother would play the piano and she had a very 
nice voice, and they didn't have a piano so they would come play the piano… [unintelligible] and 
he thought I was nice, but I....


MD: OK. Then there was a Dr. Eaton, or something like that, who was a friend of Marie Burdo's, 
a friend of Jane's mother.


Alice: Dr. Eaton? 


MD: E-a-t-o-n?


Alice: Doctor?


MD: Medical doctor?


Alice: Yes, Dr. Eaton was a medical doctor. He started kindergarten with my father.  He was in 
the Medical Hall of Fame. He was considered a good doctor  but I don't know why. I think that 
now, nobody would… the standards have changed.


MD: Then there was Dick Ellis who was a “colored kid from high school,” is how Jane said it.


Alice: It was George. George Ellis was treasurer of our class. Saratoga doesn't have a whole lot 
of black men… they were always respected black families. George was well liked, he was 
treasurer of our class. So he was very well liked.
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MD: How about, there is an Eddie Briscoe that lived… he evidently… I think he had some 
physical problems. He lived in the neighborhood on Middle Avenue and I talked to a neighbor of 
Jane's – oh she's a lot younger and she was saying that the Briscoes were always – there weren't 
many black families in Saratoga Springs so there was never a big issue as in some areas. I 
thought that was nice.


Alice: Ah in Saratoga, some of the black families came and they were like maitre ds and waiters 
and so on. They came to Saratoga because it was a resort area and they were not angry as some 
blacks were… There weren’t that many, there’s still _____,  But as far as that’s concerned, no, 
there wasn't and George Ellis was well liked by everyone. And so … [unintelligible]


MD: Cause Jane went to St. Clemens. 


Alice: And then you went to either Saratoga High or St. Peters. 


MD: And then there's an Ann Farrell who was …


Alice: Oh, yeah. Ann Farrell was a pretty girl. Very pretty.


MD: ...and a Dawn Farrell, might be a sister or not?


Alice:  Dawn Farrell. I don't think so, but I don't know. No I don't think so, Dawn Farrell was 
very quiet, shy girl, pleasant; they were both attractive, ah Ann Farrell was very pretty… Dawn 
was very attractive – cute, kind of.


MD: And then, Jim Foley?


Alice: Oh yeah, (laugh) Jim Foley was probably from Catholic schools, but he went on to be a 
political boss in Saratoga, he was in insurance. He came from a little family, family probably had 
a little more than some – strong, great big Irish guy.


MD: OK, and then there are a couple of people—several people with the last name Foy...


Alice: Oh yeah. 


MD: Jeannie, Marilyn, and a mister. Mr. Foy had died in the front room of the house on Middle 
Avenue before Burdos lived there. I will have to check that out.


Alice: There were several Foy families. I had a teacher, Foy – I don't know when that happened, 
but then she raised a child. And I wonder, it could have been that, but and there were a lot of 
different families of Foys.


MD: Claire Gallagher, was she...?


Alice: I can't really quite picture her but it is certainly a familiar name. 


MD: Harold Taslo was the geometry high school teacher.
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Alice: Yeah, he left and became secretary of the race way. But he taught math – I'm trying to 
remember which math. Whether it was geometry or intermediate algebra – not the beginning, but 
more advanced.


MD: And then, Nelson Hays was a professor at Skidmore evidently. Jack Kendall I think I asked 
you about him maybe. Marty Hall?


Alice: Oh Marty Hall, she's still around, she still came to the reunions. I think she's had mental 
breakdowns. Marty was very, very popular, people liked her. She lived not too far from Jane.


MD: There were some Lundgrens, Curtis, Edith, Janet, Ronald and Ben. 


Alice: I didn't know them. I know the name but I don’t know them.


MD: OK I think they might have been neighbors, too, maybe. I didn't mean to keep you so 
long... I wanted to ask you, maybe I will just gloss over some of the names and ask you about 
just a couple of places that I was wondering about? Jane talked about the Roundup, was there a – 
she met some people...


Alice: I think they worked at a dude ranch. Now maybe I'm wrong about that but I think they 
worked at a dude ranch up toward Lucern… she and Walt.


MD: I guess we already talked about the writer's colony and Carrie Slade. 


Alice: Yaddo and then there was a whole group... Carolyn Slade. I know for our wedding she 
gave us _____ but that's the kind of person she was. 


MD: Just from driving into the area it just seems like a very nice place that always paid attention 
to the arts to some degree.


Alice: Interesting too because the racetrack, gambling influence… But I suppose Yaddo…. 


MD: And Skidmore was really almost in the downtown area...


Alice: It was! And right outside the racetrack. (laughter) All the big houses were lined up. There 
was a Starbuck and a Mr. Waite, president of the bank – three Waites, there 's Charles now and 
then his brother. But anyway, he was very interested with Mr. Starbuck and they bought up a lot 
of property at a good price during the Depression for Skidmore. A lot of big houses that were 
going for a song. Henry Morgan was president, they were all good friends. A lot of private 
houses with big privacy fences all around.


MD: I contacted Skidmore when I first started researching Jane's papers and asked them if they 
could possibly tell me why Jane was expelled, because all that I found at first was that she had 
been expelled and...


Alice: I believe they expelled Janie for being out late.


(And the tape ended here.)
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