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August 24, 2011, interview with Marian
Rutty and Judy Franzen, daughters of
Ruth Klebert. Any memories they have
or stories from their mother or
experiences you had in class — because |
believe you went to Jane’s class — or
anything that comes to mind.

I don't remember an awful lot except
being there when Seth came through
Jane and spoke and the transformation
was incredible — which I'm sure you've
heard before. It was — her whole
demeanor seemed to change and her
voice changed. Her expressions when she talked changed. You know, that's
really the most of it. A lot of it was second-hand what mom would say
about it afterwards because I wasn't able to stay going very long and |
don't remember how long. I'm trying to think in what year — I can't quite...

Marian Rutty 2018 Facebook
photo

Yeah, I can't even tell you what year.

Yeah, it's probably, what, '64 or '65.

I think she started them in '67.

Okay, then it could be that long, yeah.

And then they went on through February of '75 when they moved to what
they called the hill house. And your mother was one of the very — I think
she went to the first class or one of the very first.

I think maybe.

Yeah, I think she did.

I wonder how she heard about it?

Well, Jane put an ad in the Star Gazette — my guess is that's where people
heard about it. Unless — Venice had been talking to Jane before the classes

and she suggested the classes — it was actually her idea that Jane give
classes.
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That sounds like Venice — Venice McCullough — she — I taught with her — I
was a teacher in the school she was in — or librarian actually by then — and
she was always encouraging people, always very upbeat and encouraging
and everything like that.

It just dawned on me. I think Venice maybe heard Jane speak at something
local — I'm not sure...

AAUW or something like that?

Something — I think so.

Yeah, could very well have been.

And so did your mother know Venice?

I think she met her through going to Jane's class.

Okay, probably. But not necessarily before then?

I'm not aware of it.

No, I'm not aware of it either.

So have you met Venice? Is she still alive?

Unfortunately, she passed away in I think it was 2002.

Oh, that's too bad.

She was in Florida. It took me a while. I started the project in '98 and it
took me a while going through records trying to figure out who all these
people were and then Venice had remarried and her second husband
passed away and I believe there was a third husband so her name kept
changing. So it wasn’t — when I first got to Yale — the fan mail wasn't
opened to the public yet — so then Rob opened it to the public and then
Venice had sent Christmas cards and stuff so I could kind of track her
through those.

Oh, good, good.

But by the time I discovered where she was living and stuff it was too late.
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Oh, that's too bad.

I should have started this when I was a lot younger but I didn't know about
it then.

Well, how did you get interested in this?

I stumbled across the books in probably around 1980 and then there was a
— it wasn't until 1990 — I didn't meet anybody else who had read the books
or knew anything about them and it was very frustrating.

Which book was this?

I'm not sure but I think it was Seth Speaks but as soon as I started reading
them I just go — I just wanted everything that was out there. And then there
was a group formed in 1994 called Seth Network International — they
actually even had a conference in Elmira in '97 and '99 and I'm so sorry
that that was before I was able to round the people up that I've since met,
you know, because Rob showed up at the conference and was on the stage:
it was wonderful.

Well, yeah. I don't think there was any publicity about it here.

Probably not. For some reason, probably just the members of the
organization just said no.

Probably. Well, I was given another name to ask you about. Have you been
told about Virginia and Tom Milligan?

Oh yes.

Okay. So I was mentioning to a friend that we were going to meet and she
said, "Oh, I wonder if she knows about Virginia and Tom Milligan." So I
was supposed to give you the —

No, I appreciate that. I called them a number of years ago and Tom had
passed away and I got Virginia and I think it was quite recent because her
daughter was there, they were going through the house and so the timing
of the call was kind of interesting. And they had just thrown out all of his
papers that he had about it so I felt kind of bad about that.

She did find one thing — she took my name and address — she found one
thing after that and sent it to me, but she said she wasn't that involved, it
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was more him. And then again it was like, "Oh, why couldn't I have done
this —?"

Yeah. Oh, I know.

You know, but it just happens. But no, that's wonderful; I appreciate any
help I can get because I would have overlooked you.

So what are you in the process of doing here? You know, I'm curious.

Well, actually I was at the library doing some research on this back in
1997 and it occurred to me in huge kind of thought or impulse or whatever
that I really needed to try putting all this — transcribing it all on the
computer: that that was my job. So at the time I had a job and lived in
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota area. And this same Seth Network
International was having conferences around the country but they would
do one in New Haven every year because of the papers being at Yale.

So I kept going to the conferences and then I wasn't really — I didn't feel
like I was that well suited to my occupation, but I didn't know how I could
just chuck it and do what I like, you know? So then a couple years later I
was sitting in the library and it dawned on me that, "Wow, I'll just cash in
my 401(k) — my retirement fund."

Just like that.

Yeah. Lots of fear. See | had a company car and stuff so it was like I
needed to buy a car, I had lots of bills, I needed to pay those off — but
because I've never married and I didn't have children that part made it
really easy.

So it took me a couple months to really — I was extremely fearful. I can
give you an idea. I left my job a week before my 20th anniversary so [
wasn't somebody who just scooted from job to job. But I had such a strong
impulse to do this.

But then it's like I don't really want to write a biography — I'm not a writer
—so I've been just kind of letting the project lead me. And it seems at this
point that what I'm really doing is trying to add to the collection for future
researchers who want to do the biographies or study certain facets of the
Seth material or Jane and Rob's lives.
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And as there are some Seth conferences — the Seth Network organization
dissolved — but there's other people. One of the New York boys who used
to go to the classes gives some conferences now — Rick Stack — and then
Lawrence Davidson out in California too. So I speak at those conferences
and then people will ask me certain things and so it gives me ideas of what
other researchers would be interested in.

So I'm compiling lists of names. And Jane was a very creative speller so I
spend time in the library trying to decipher which spelling is the right one
with the old directories and stuff. So, I don't know, I find it just so much
fun and fascinating.

And I've been able to find some additional tapes, some letters that Jane
wrote before when Seth first was coming through so she didn't have all her
fan mail and stuff, so she had more personal letters to people.

Yeah, because see that was back — when I saw her I mean it was really
early on — I mean it was just growing and developing, but I also had a
young family and so, you know, and things were tense between my
husband and me so there was a whole bunch going on so I didn't stick with
it like mom did, you know? And mom with the table — you know, I never
was there for any of those sessions. Were you Judy?

No. No.

But that table that you gave me photographs of!, which I really appreciate

Well, it's sitting in Judy's living room.
I mean it's been written about in a couple of her books —
It's good, hard wood. See, I hit it the other day.

But that must have been that they did the table tipping over at your house
then — or your mother's house.

No, mom took it too — it's small so —

Okay. So she took it over there.

1 DCT Note: I've been trying to find the mentioned photos, unfortunately have not yet found them.
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She took it over, yeah.

Okay. Well, then they broke it one time?

Oh yeah, it was in pieces.

Trying to get it back on the ground.

Right.

That's pretty amazing.

I know. Is that what they said? That it was —?

Yeah.

It didn't want to go down, huh?

They just kept pushing — yeah, I think they actually — I think at one point —
I think it was Bill Gallagher and Rob — with Peg and Jane — put a scale on
the table too to see how many pounds they were inserting there or pushing
down.

Interesting. Because the table — when you look at the picture of the top of
the table it was just boards glued together to make this big thing that mom
then cut the pie crust shape out of. And so... Interesting. Yeah.

That's pretty amazing. Pretty amazing.

Now where are her papers and her books and stuff? Are they all in Yale?
Actually there's photocopies at Yale. The actual papers are with Rob's
widow, Laurel. Rob passed away a couple of years ago but he had never
signed the deed of gift to Yale although his intention certainly was that
because he sent photocopies of everything, wanting to retain the originals
during his life. And then that was all deeded to Laurel and so she hasn't
signed it either but my — I'm sure she will — but in the meantime there's a
little uncertainty.

Well, that's too bad. So where is Laurel now?

Laurel's living in Sayre.
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In Sayre. So she's living in Sayre, huh? Was she from that area before?

No, when she met Rob she was actually living in the LA area so she came
from California when she met up with Rob but she's originally from Iowa
City, lowa.

Oh my goodness. Really, really interesting, just considering that that was a
long time ago. I wish I could say more like, "I heard this or I heard that,"
but I can't.

Well, I understand. But I just think it was fun to hear Margaret Bumbalo
say that you and Venice saw it, so —

Oh yes. Oh yes. We used to talk about it, you know, and like that and I
don't know, Venice's husband was very conservative so I mean it was —

yeah, so I don't know how Howard took that, you know? But it's what it is.
Yeah, yeah.

Right.
So Margaret — did Margaret go to the classes too?

No, not at all. She kind of was nice about it but kind of indicated she had
no interest in the Seth stuff.

Well, I was going to say I was surprised, you know, that she got in the mix
there because — now I could see Venice because she's the "inquiring minds
want to know" and try it out if you can, you know? But...

Right. But because when Rob and — in the later years — not involved with
Seth but the Bumbalos were neighbors of Jane and Rob's and there was a
lot of visiting back and forth about —

Did they move up there?

Yeah.

Jane and Rob did. Oh, no kidding.

So when they were up there Margaret told me that at first her husband Joe
was, "I don't know if I want to talk to those people."

Oh he would be. Yeah.
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But Rob ended up being a pallbearer at his funeral so things changed. And
it was obvious. At that point Jane wasn't really leaving the house except to
go in the car with Rob. But the Bumbalos, according to Jane — Jane didn't
do a lot of stuff about people but she would put "Bumbalos stopped over
for a drink" so they seemed to be social friends on a regular basis.

Right, yeah. Because I knew that they'd moved out of the apartment and I
knew it was up someplace but I didn't know where it was.

Where was it she moved?

Pinnacle Road.

Oh, okay.

Yeah, off of Coleman Ave.

I'm not sure at what point Venice moved to Florida but when she would
come back on vacation she would stay with the Bumbalos. And then of
course whether that first kind of cemented the friendship with — I'm not
sure.

Well, maybe. I don't know.

Or it might have just been that they realized —

But Margaret Bumbalo was a school nurseYeah, she was in the schools,
Venice. So they were good friends there. So, my gosh. How old is
Margaret now?

She's in her early-'90s I think.

That's what I was thinking. Yeah.

Very attractive.

Uh huh. Great lady.

Yeah. Seems very sharp.

Uh huh. And Joe was a great character — her husband was a great
character. Nice — Italian maybe — yeah, Italian family — and we used to
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have parties around at different people's homes from the staff and we were
up there right after Margaret and Joe had put in a new kitchen in their
house and you would have thought Joe had designed it himself and
Margaret kept saying, "He's covering. He didn't want those lights like I
wanted those lights." You know, these snatches you remember, you know,
and she was, "I'll get this story straight,” you know.

Oh, that's funny.

I wish we had more to say. Since mom was really engrossed with it and
very — and I don't know what prompted her — whether she was trying to

get messages through from the past or...

Yeah, I don't know. I don't know what mom sought, I really don't. Because
she wasn't known to venture out into sort of psychic type things.

Yeah, she sort of pooh-poohed that stuff when we were younger, you
know, anything that came along like that. So then when she got into this it

was sort of like, "What happened?" you know?

That is interesting.
Yeah. Yeah.

Now was she a church-goer in particular?
No.

No. No, not at all. That's why the whole thing sort of was a surprise, you
know?

Yeah. That's interesting.

I think one of the reasons she might have gotten so involved is I guess
Seth spoke directly to her a few times, kind of like if they knew each other
in another life.

Oh, I remember that.

And I'm sure that probably kept her interested.

Kept her going, yeah.

Well, I'm doing more of the talking, aren't ?
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Well, that's refreshing your memory. Well, we don't have that much to
remember specifically, you know?

Yeah. Because I only went with mom a couple times there. I didn't go very
long because I was newly married and in fact we moved out of town for a
few years and so I never really — I knew about it because she'd talk about
it but — and I was over there a few times. I figured when I was home
visiting or something she dragged me along type thing and — yeah, I
remember the people being there, I remember Rob's paintings, I remember
Jane and talking with her. And...

Do you remember when you went if she had — was her physical — was her
arthritis really bad in the early years? Do you remember?

She looked like — well, her hands — I mean she was much younger than I
am but I mean her hands were sort of —

Yeah, sort of gnarly I guess is the word.
Yeah, gnarly. That's a good word. Yeah.
And you know from that standpoint she was starting the process.

Probably starting — it was early on, yeah. It was early on I think, if I
remember.

Yeah. Unfortunately, I never saw her as Seth— I never — many of the times
I went she never connected. I'm trying to think. It seems like one time she
did. But if she did she wasn't connected very long; it was Seth didn't want
to be bothered and —

Well, sometimes she was like that. If he didn't want to it wasn't going to
happen.

Yeah. That's sort of what my memory is sort of telling me.

Well, I couldn't sort of believe it at first because mom had said, "This is
what happens," and it happened but it was — and I don't remember now
how long he spoke or who he was speaking to but it was pretty — I can
remember thinking it was pretty deep because I was sitting there thinking,
"How could this be?" and, you know — of course it was before I really
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understood that we were talking about past lives and bringing the
knowledge forward and so on.

And then I was saying to Judy — I was there with mom one night when our
next-door neighbor fell off the roof and hit his head and so I got a call in
the middle of the session and that like shut me down. You know, I can't
remember anything beyond that other than sort of what has happened
before. But I don't think I probably went back because then it was helping
watch kids, go to work and so on and so forth. If I didn't it wasn't very
much. But [ was... I don't know, I wish I could have more to tell you
but...

Yeah, yeah, same here. Because really our mother was...

But knowing that this all is continuing on shows the strength of that whole
movement and thinking and —

Your mother was maybe — part of her interest was the reincarnational —
Yes. She really was very interested in reincarnation, yeah.

That really sparked her.

Yeah, right. It did.

I think that's why —

I think you're right Judy.

I can remember when Seth told her — I don't know, it was like — it seems to
me — I'm thinking of her telling me about it — but it seems to me as though
she was telling me that it was like Seth and her were — well, as we know
he could be very grouchy and grumpy like, and it seemed like they were
having a little bit of a tiff or, you know, a disagreement or something like
that and then he came out with that remark and he says, "Well, you know
we were friends and," and blah, blah, blah, you know, something like that
and mom was very, very shocked by that and just really overwhelmed.
Mary, thank you so much.

Thank you, this was great fun.

Well, I had a great time talking. Really good.
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It was just so interesting.

You've got the pictures of the table.

Yes, thank you so much. Yes.

Yeah.
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