
	 Moffett, Hope Interview, 2008/05/28

Mary Dillman:	 May 28th, 2008. Interview with Hope 
Merletti Moffett. At any rate, it was nice 
of you to join me.


Hope Moffett:	 Well, I'm, of course I'm curious.


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 And the idea of talking about Jane is 
something that important.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, you must have been one of her 
prized pupils because you went on to do 
– 


Hope Moffett:	 No. I don't think I was. I always wondered why I was accepted. You know, 
she ran a – well, the first time I saw her was I was a member of the 
Unitarian Fellowship in Big Flats. And she and Rob came to speak there. 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, I was unaware of that.


Hope Moffett:	 And then a little while later there was an ad in the paper that she was 
starting a writing class. I went to interview, and to this day I don't know 
why she chose me. Because there were lots of other people there who I 
think had much better skills [Laughter] than I have.


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 But she did. And for about three years we had every Thursday afternoon 
Sue Watkins and a woman named Francis Myers.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 And I and Jane. And once in awhile someone else. But usually it was just 
the four of us. It was just absolutely fantastic. It changed my life. And 
occasionally then I would also go to her psychic classes at night. 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay. Because there's more records about attendance with the psychic 
class at night than there are about the writing, creative writing. So I wasn't 
sure.


Hope Moffett:	 Right. 
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Mary Dillman:	 Exactly when.	


Hope Moffett:	 What got you into this, Mary? I'm so curious to know. I mean you said you 
finally decided that you quit your job?


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 What were you doing?


Mary Dillman:	 Well, I was doing property tax consulting work for commercial, industrial 
and apartment properties and living in the Saint Paul Minnesota area. I 
grew up in the Minneapolis area. So it's – 


Hope Moffett:	 My husband comes from Edina.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, wow. Sure.


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 One of the nicer suburbs. I grew up on a dairy farm 20 miles west of 
Minneapolis. It's actually called Medina.


Hope Moffett:	 I know.


Mary Dillman:	 Although at the time Medina was a nothing place, I’d say Long Lake. But 
at any rate, I always felt like life wasn't fair. I think I was feeling guilty 
because my life was fairly nice, and I just didn't do victim well. 
[Laughter] But it just seemed like the religion just didn't quite answer it 
for me, although I tried. 


	 As a young child I was quite religious. So I remem…when Jane says that 
about herself, I kind of understand. But then when I found the material, I 
just loved it. And then I had always wanted to have a passion in life. And 
when I went to the library at Yale the first time and saw the papers, I just 
felt like this is what I'm supposed to do.


Hope Moffett:	 Really?


Mary Dillman:	 Or want to do. So.


Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. So you're going to be – you said you're not going to write, but 
how can you interview without now you will have to write the interviews, 
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right? But you're also gathering all the other information that's there about 
her?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Actually, I want to have the interviews in the library for the future. It 
won't be in just yet. So that future researchers, probably after I'm no longer 
around, will be able to hear them and get an idea of the people who knew 
Jane and their experiences and also Rob. I feel as though I'm doing a 
research aid for future researchers. I just am not a writer like you. 
[Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 Sue is a great writer. I’ve always admired –


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 – her skills. I am actually just finishing a book.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, wow.


Hope Moffett:	 And I've been doing it for eight years. [Laughter] Oh, I meditate fairly 
regularly and feel as if I haven't lost touch with Jane. [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 Yes, I'm sure. I'm sure. So your book is what? Is it going to be about 
wineries with your magazine?


Hope Moffett:	 Magazines. Yeah. Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. What – 


Hope Moffett:	 It is still.


Mary Dillman:	 What's the name of the magazine again?


Hope Moffett:	 Vineyard and Winery Management.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. 


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. My husband and I started it in 1974.


Mary Dillman:	 That's wonderful.


Hope Moffett:	 And it grew from just a little publication that we were headquartered in 
Watkins Glen and we were focusing on the eastern industry, wine industry 
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and grape industry to in 1986 the bottom kind of fell out of the economy, 
similar to what's happening now.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, yeah.


Hope Moffett:	 And we were only representing ten percent of the market, and so our 
advertisers flew away. So we said we either have to become national or 
we're not going to survive. So we started going to California. And we just 
kind of hacked away at it for a number of years. We went to California and 
learned and extended our stay more and more. And the publication finally 
grew to become – it is now – the largest trade publication. And it sponsors 
seminars and trade shows for the wine and grape industry and wine 
competitions.


Mary Dillman:	 That's amazing.


Hope Moffett:	 And our son operates it now.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay. Because he's the one I saw on the Internet?


Hope Moffett:	 Yes.


Mary Dillman:	 And that was, I appreciated his forwarding it on. Really with, from I seem 
to see magazines come in for a very short period of time and not make it. 
That's really quite an accomplishment.


Hope Moffett:	 Thank you. Yeah. It was really quite a life. It was a lot of work, but a lot of 
fun. There's a certain sort of show biz aspect to the wine industry. So, you 
know, we – and of course we're thrilled that it isn't going to just go away 
because our son and daughter-in-law live there and operate it now.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, that is nice. That's great.


Hope Moffett:	 But I thought you'd get a kick out of seeing this. I just pulled this out this 
morning. See what this looks like. 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 I mean, I lost the jacket to it. But it's this that I see occasionally.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. "To Hope. A lot of different people on different steps. Cheering each 
other on. Jane." 
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Hope Moffett:	 [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, that's so wonderful.


Hope Moffett:	 Isn't it? It's, yeah, a cherished thing.


Mary Dillman:	 Absolutely. She autographed very few books, I think.


Hope Moffett:	 Really?


Mary Dillman:	 Probably class members or people who are really holding onto them. But 
you don't find them on the used book market.


Hope Moffett:	 Is that right?


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. So it's even – well, it's precious because Jane did it.


Hope Moffett:	 Yes. Yeah. She was quite a gal. She is quite a gal. With a great laugh that I 
hear still often. But Jane taught me so much, and everybody, I mean 
anybody who was with her learned so much. Because she had this gift of 
allowing herself to be a conduit, and that's how she did Seth, and that's 
how she did her Sumari singing. But that's really, people who write kind of 
the special things, I think, have this gift. Often people will say, "It wrote 
itself."


Mary Dillman:	 Mm-hmm. 


Hope Moffett:	 But I think what they're saying is the same thing. They allow themselves 
to be this kind of instrument through which.


Mary Dillman:	 Sure. Sure. 


Hope Moffett:	 And I say she taught me that. It's still a struggle. You still sit down and 
say, "Wait a minute." [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 "Loosen up here."


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] Yes. Yes. Well, your book is – what's your book going to be 
about?
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Hope Moffett:	 It is eight years ago in 2000, a young woman in Watkins Glen, 15-year-
old, was murdered. And she was missing for an excruciating 30 hours for 
her family, only child, and was, her body was discovered in an old 
abandoned barn that was kind of kids hang out. And shortly after her body 
was discovered, a young man who had just turned 16 and who was said to 
be her soul mate confessed to her murder. And it's similar to what you 
were saying. I haven't any idea what drew me to that. I didn't know either 
family.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. 


Hope Moffett:	 And it just, I've always said throughout all these years of raising children 
and having a business that someday I wanted to write a book.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 And so something said then, "This is it." And I have been working on it 
for eight years. I first, the first thing I did was I knew when her funeral 
was. And I said to my husband, "I feel like such an imposter. I don't know 
either family. Why would I go to her funeral? But if I'm going to write 
about it, I have to." So I said, "I'll just, I'll go downtown and I'll just decide 
as I go what I'm doing." So I ended up going to it. 


	 And then contacted first her parents, thinking, "They're going to tell me, 
'Go pound salt. I am grieving. Who do you think you are?' " But her 
mother didn't. She said, "Yes. I'll talk with you." And over the years it's 
been a really tough thing for her lots of times. She's never been sure 
whether she was doing the right thing or not. She's always been frightened 
that something would come of this, that it would, that would make her 
daughter appear in a not-as-bright a light as she'd like her to shine on her.


Mary Dillman:	 Sure. 


Hope Moffett:	 And then I met the parents of the young man and had extensive kinds of 
meetings with both of them. And ultimately he was, of course, went to all 
the court appearances and so forth. And he pled, and received a sentence 
of 20 years to life. So he's – when I met him and talked with him, he was 
at a place called Great Meadow, which is a prison way up at New York 
State on the Vermont border.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. 


Hope Moffett:	 And we've corresponded.
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Mary Dillman:	 Sure. He's still in prison?


Hope Moffett:	 He's still in prison, yeah. But he's been transferred now to a prison in the 
Catskills. And, yeah. So he was – he's 24 now. And he's doing really well 
in prison.


Mary Dillman:	 Good.


Hope Moffett:	 But it's still, it has always been a mystery as to what could have happened. 
This kid, who was an honor student, came from a really good family. He 
bludgeoned her to death. It wasn't as if he pushed her and she fell off. 


Mary Dillman:	 Wow. It is amazing. 


Hope Moffett:	 And so that's what I've been – well, and I was very lucky. After about a 
year and a half into this I was reading a book called Victim. And it was a 
book about a young man who had been victimized in Ogden, Utah. 
Several people had been tortured, and so forth. And he told the story of 
this young man in this book called Victim. And it was a New York Times 
bestseller. And they touted it as being the other side of In Cold Blood, 
where it was the victim's side instead of…


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay. Sure.


Hope Moffett:	 And so I wrote to him and said through his publisher, I said, "This really 
affected me because I'm writing this book." In the end of the book, he said 
for writers of true crime the most difficult part of this is you really must be 
certain that something positive will come out of it because you're asking 
people to dredge up memories that they're trying to forget and asking them 
to talk about it over and over again.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah.


Hope Moffett:	 And that really struck home with me. So I called him and he, about month 
later, I was still working. And our office manager came in and said, 
"There's a phone call for you. Somebody who said you wrote him a letter." 
And so we talked that day for about an hour and a half. And he said, "You 
know, I think you're onto something. I'll be your mentor." So he's been 
with me ever since. 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, wonderful.
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Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 Interesting. 


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. Yes. How things, how doors open.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Yes. When you're just doing what you feel you want to do.


Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. Sometimes they have to do.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. And doing it from that basis, versus having kind of ulterior motives, 
so to speak.


Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. 


Mary Dillman:	 Like you're not related to the victim involved, in quotes.


Hope Moffett:	 Right. 


Mary Dillman:	 So that you're trying to get even, or whatever. You're just being very ____. 
That's fascinating.


Hope Moffett:	 It really has been.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 I'll be awfully glad to get it finished. [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] I bet. I would think at times that would be a battle. 


Hope Moffett:	 But, anyway, Jane. She – 


Mary Dillman:	 [Unintelligible comment]


Hope Moffett:	 We tsaalked about Jane.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 I remember Jane as if we were sitting across from each other yesterday. 
Because I think about her so much. I'm sure people have described her 
physically to you already as very tiny.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. That's – 


Page  of 8 30



	 Moffett, Hope Interview, 2008/05/28

Hope Moffett:	 Thin, wiry. 


Mary Dillman:	 I noticed when you walked in you're very tiny, also. I thought, you know. 
[Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 Not as wiry, though. Jane was really thin. She had beautiful long fingers.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. 


Hope Moffett:	 I used to love to watch her write because her hands were just truly 
beautiful.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. That's nice to know because I know her arthritis, she was almost 
hiding them later on.


Hope Moffett:	 Yes. Well.


Mary Dillman:	 In photographs or whatever.


Hope Moffett:	 Uh-huh. 


Mary Dillman:	 You also had Bernard. You were the one with Bernard, right?


Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. 


Mary Dillman:	 He was?


Hope Moffett:	 Did Sue tell you about Bernard?


Mary Dillman:	 Was he in the book? Or Sue told me?


Hope Moffett:	 I think maybe Jane said something in the book about it.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. I was going to say.


Hope Moffett:	 But Sue also was, yeah, in there at that time.


Mary Dillman:	 Might have been in Jane's journals.


Hope Moffett:	 Personal journal?


Mary Dillman:	 But she was – would you like to talk about that?
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Hope Moffett:	 Sure. It was just fascinating because she helped me to get to a place of 
understanding that you could just, you don't even have to know what 
you're going to write. Just sit and write, just write anything that comes to 
your mind. We did fascinating kinds of experiments, you know, in the 
class. She would say, "I want you to describe this room through the eyes 
of that ivy plant."


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, wow. 


Hope Moffett:	 And that kind of thing. So we'd get a few good lines out and celebrate, you 
know… 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 And then I started to – we then always would bring something, some piece 
into class, and started just at home just writing. And all of a sudden one 
day I was writing about this person named Bernard who lived in the 
1700s. And it just flowed through. And oh, certain things that Bernard was 
– I think Bernard was a little bit mentally deficient.


Mary Dillman:	 Mm-hmm. 


Hope Moffett:	 So he understood things differently. And it was fun to be inside that head. 
But things that I never would have thought of or even known. He got up 
early one morning and heard a wagon outside – horse-drawn wagon – and 
wanted to see. He thought it was the wagon that was bringing milk. 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 And he went to the window and he went like that [sound of hand 
rubbings] because the window was smudged with from the heater, 
whatever heating source he was using. I never would have thought of that.


Mary Dillman:	 No. That's very interesting.


Hope Moffett:	 And so there were really, oh, I don't know, maybe I still have them 
somewhere, 10 or 12 Bernard segments.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay. If you'd ever like to share them for my little ancillary collection 
or something.


Hope Moffett:	 Sure. I'd be happy to.
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Mary Dillman:	 I would be very happy to – again, I'm not sure except that I know 
eventually it will go in with the papers.


Hope Moffett:	 Sure. I don't know that they're great writing or anything, but they were 
certainly practice in being able to not have to be consciously directing 
what you're doing and allowing your subconscious to direct what you're 
doing, which is sometimes a hard transition.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Well, because it's part of the record, so to speak, too.


Hope Moffett:	 Yes.


Mary Dillman:	 It's fascinating. I could see that I could live many, many, many years and 
still find so many different ways to segue way the research. There's just so 
many people and so many things are involved.


Hope Moffett:	 Are you driving?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 Have you driven past her house on Walnut Street?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 Several times. Actually, in 1997 and also 1999 there were two conferences 
by an organization that's no longer around that Rob came to and brought 
some of his paintings. And it was right here in the Holiday Inn.


Hope Moffett:	 No kidding? I wish I had known about that.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 So Rob went on and got married, then, after a period of time?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. He met his current wife, Laurel Davies-Butts, a couple of years after 
Jane passed away. Or I think, I'm not sure exactly when. But they married, 
I think, in 2000. But they lived together for quite a few years. So they've 
been together for a long time.


Hope Moffett:	 Is she an artist?
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Mary Dillman:	 She has a lot of talents. I don't know if she's actively been pursuing writing 
or art. But, yes.


Hope Moffett:	 Hmm. Interesting. 


Mary Dillman:	 So, yeah.


Hope Moffett:	 So you've met Rob?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. I've been coming out here every year for the last couple years and 
either gone over to their home, because they have been living in Sayre, or 
last year we met here for breakfast on a Sunday.


Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. Wow.


Mary Dillman:	 So I don't feel like, you know, we're friends-friends. But I think he was 
pleased with the idea of my research, because I think he also had in mind 
that some of these things would be nice to have on record.


Hope Moffett:	 And not lost, yeah.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Because he's so detailed.


Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. 


Mary Dillman:	 So fortunately, it makes everything much nicer for all of us.


Hope Moffett:	 He was so much a part of that, as well, and transcribing.


Mary Dillman:	 Absolutely.


Hope Moffett:	 And with Seth, I often wondered how he did that. 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, I know. I know. Yes. So, would you like to talk about any of the of the 
experiences that you had, exercises in class?


Hope Moffett:	 Ah, gosh.


Mary Dillman:	 Or just anything. I don't – 


Hope Moffett:	 Sure. I'd love to. I just need to think about some of that.
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Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 As I said, it was over a period of about three years, I think, and of course 
that was also during the flood, the 1972 flood.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay. I was going to ask you if you knew exactly which of the years.


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. Well, we had been doing it. So maybe it was longer. Because I went 
up as soon as I could get through I went there. And Jane was there and Sue 
[Watkins] was there that day that I – 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 But there was still no electricity or anything. But I remember going up the 
stairs, and it even had to have been longer because they had water right up 
to their second story.


Mary Dillman:	 That's true.


Hope Moffett:	 So it had to have been awhile while that dried out. But she was there and 
Sue was there that day. And I'm sure you've read Sue's book, the one that 
she – 


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 That surprised me because I didn't, all the time we were in class together, I 
never really had a sense of the bit of conflict that was happening between 
them.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 To me, they were always best friends.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 And I was always the, as I said once, I felt like odd man out, not because 
they made me feel that way, but simply because I was just trying to draw 
on their talent because I felt so much less talented than either one of them. 
It was just so wonderful to be able to be there with them every week. And 
Francis, the other member of our group, died unexpectedly. 


	 It was a, I was going to have lunch with her one day, and I called ahead. 
And one of her children answered – grown children. And I asked for 

Page  of 13 30



	 Moffett, Hope Interview, 2008/05/28

Francis, and they asked who it was. And I said, "This is Hope. Francis and 
I are having lunch together today." And they said, "Oh, I'm sorry, but she 
died during the night." So that was a huge shock.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. What year? Do you know?


Hope Moffett:	 No. I really don't. Probably '73.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. So back. I was thinking maybe you had continued your friendship 
up until like the '80s or something. So but this was – 


Hope Moffett:	 Maybe we did.


Mary Dillman:	 – closer. Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 It's, you know, all those years ago. And that's all mixed in with getting the 
magazine started.


Mary Dillman:	 I realize this is unfair, asking you years at this stage. [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 And then I was going through a divorce in 1976.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 So lots of things happening in life.


Mary Dillman:	 Sure. 


Hope Moffett:	 But I'm trying to remember some of them. Because the exercises were 
really creative, and fun, and interesting to do. To write from any point of 
view she – oh, I know. One assignment that was a lot of fun, and then I 
started doing that all the time, was to go to a place like this, only where 
there – and over and listen to the conversation in the next booth and just – 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, sure.


Hope Moffett:	 – write the conversation.


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] Good idea.


Hope Moffett:	 To get a sense of – 


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 
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Hope Moffett:	 And that was a lot of fun. We did some psychic stuff. We would take a 
piece of paper and write something on that piece of paper and leave it 
there. And then the rest of us would try to think about what the others – 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 And we often came pretty close.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Oh.


Hope Moffett:	 And Rob would often come in. Sometimes – not often, but once in a while 
– Jane would sort of get into Seth in class.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 And would speak to one or the other of us as Seth and give some advice 
on things. Jane was mischievous. 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 As I say, she had this wonderful belly laugh that she found things – lots of 
things – really funny. One of the – I know. She wrote this, I think. Francis 
was a kind of – she lived in west Elmira. And was fairly wealthy. And 
asked me one day if I wanted to go to a tea with her before class. We'd 
start class 1:00 or 2:00 in the afternoon. Sure. So Jane just roared when we 
got there. I think we were wearing gloves or something, hats.


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 And she just rolled all over the place and, "I don't believe this. Oh, my 
God." [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] Oh.


Hope Moffett:	 "Society ladies." 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 So, yeah.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, how fun.
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Hope Moffett:	 We really did have – always had – a good time. And it wasn't heavy. It was 
almost always just really fun stuff. Even when Seth was a part of it, it was 
still fun. And I remember that she was asked often to appear on television 
shows. And she was very fussy about that. She really didn't want to exploit 
it and didn't want Seth exploited. And one national program that maybe 
was something like Jerry Springer is today, or something like that, wanted 
her to come on, but they wanted her to paint her fingernails purple, and put 
heavy – [Laughter] so she really looked the part. She said, "I don't think 
so." So she turned them down.


Mary Dillman:	 Her integrity was, it's just so spectacular.


Hope Moffett:	 Oh, yes. [Laughter] Yes. Even now when I go back and look at this and 
say, "How? Look at this material. It's incredible the kinds of things that 
nobody is even thinking about these days."


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Yes. 


Hope Moffett:	 Anyway, now I'm going to go back and re-read all of this. But it's still way 
ahead of its time after all these years.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 There's this, matter of fact, and I can't quote it. I'm thinking about Jane all 
the time. I can't quote it verbatim. But the idea of it, and I've talked to my 
children about this, was a kitten who was always fed cream and became 
very resentful because the kitten wanted to be a provider of the cream.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 After a while got really tired of being the one who always had to say, 
"Thank you. Thank you. Thank you." 


Mary Dillman:	 Interesting.


Hope Moffett:	 And so that was the concept on what she built this poem. But, yeah, her 
poetry was – she had a certain way. And part of it was her arthritis later. 
But she'd hold her pencil in a certain way that I found just fascinating 
because she did – it was either written by hand or typewriter. We didn't 
have computers in those days.


Mary Dillman:	 Right. 
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Hope Moffett:	 But she often, she thought sometimes that her disability really wasn't a 
disability, that it was something that happened to her that kept her close to 
her typewriter. You've read probably also about her childhood where her 
mother was ill.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 And she took care of her.


Mary Dillman:	 Right. 


Hope Moffett:	 And her mother would reach out and grab her from the bed. It must have 
been just so frightening.


Mary Dillman:	 Very frightening. Jane also was in an orphanage for – 


Hope Moffett:	 Was she?


Mary Dillman:	 – just short of two years, I think. Her mother had been, was so ill, I think 
hospitalized. And her grandfather wasn't able to take her. So she was put in 
an orphanage in Troy for a couple of years. That must have been very 
traumatic for a young kid.


Hope Moffett:	 Oh, very. Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 Well, for anybody it would be traumatic. But especially the – 


Hope Moffett:	 And Rob, I think, always was such a calming, quiet influence and they 
sure loved each other.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 Wildly so. And then you know we, they had an interesting situation there 
on Walnut Street . For a while they had one apartment and we would meet 1

in the living room, and Rob would go into the bedroom and be doing his 
stuff. Once in a while he'd pop out and say, "Do you want a glass of wine 
or cup of tea or something?" But he was doing his own work painting. And 
then they rented the apartment across the hall. So they had the two 
apartments. And so that was interesting that they had.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, that gave them more room, didn't it?


 DCT Note: I’m pretty sure Hope meant Water Street whereever she mentions Walnut Street.1
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Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. 


Mary Dillman:	 That would be nice.


Hope Moffett:	 And a little separation so she could – 


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 Because her classes, her psychic classes got huge. People came from all 
over the place. People drove from New York City. Coming down here I 
was sort of saying, "What do you know, Jane? I'm going to go down and 
talk about you down here in Elmira." Because I think her spirit is still 
really – it's certainly very strong in my life still.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 And certainly, for Sue. I know that from her book.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Yes. Yes. I really wish I would have met her.


Hope Moffett:	 Oh, yeah. I bet. Yeah. She – well, she was just such a one-of-a-kind. And 
never compromised that. She just was who she was, and she – 


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 In her bathroom, we’d go in the bathroom and there was a sign that said, 
"Be careful in no thing." 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 [Laughter] It just came back to me.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 There was a huge tree in the front yard of the house on Walnut Street. I 
have no idea whether it's still there or not. And I loved that tree. I've 
always loved trees. And one day Jane said, "We are always talking about 
that tree when you come in. You're always, you know, the leaves have 
turned, and so forth." She said, "Why don't you go inside and let's do this." 
[Laughter] So she started me, really, started me helping to relax, go down.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. 
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Hope Moffett:	 And you say you think you're partly awake? Well, I have always been. I 
mean, I've never been out to the point where I didn't know what was going 
on around me. But just to the point where I was following another path. I 
could still see this path over here. But I was over here on this path. 


	 And I went in to the tree again with knowledge that I didn't have, that you 
got past the bark and there was a skin, a layer of tough kind of skin 
underneath the bark. And then in deeper until right in the center was a 
very, very cool kind of pithy wonderful place. It was just such a, it was a 
beautiful experience. And I've always thought about that. 


	 As I said, I've always been drawn to trees. And inside they're very lovely. 
Also, we used to talk about past lives. And in those days, was when people 
were wearing beehive hairdos. You remember that?


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. [Laughter] Yes.


Hope Moffett:	 When I had a beehive. As a matter of fact, a digression. My son when he 
was about five years old I was writing and he was going through my filing 
cabinet looking, and he came across a picture that had appeared in the 
local paper. I had done some sort of a thing for the local paper. And he 
looked at it and he said to me, "I know why you're hiding this picture, 
mom. It's your hair." [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 So, anyway. Jane and Sue came to the conclusion in one of the classes that 
I had been a nun in a former lifetime, and that my hair was like my habit. 
That's why I was so drawn to this. [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] That's interesting. It is fascinating, though, because you get 
these funny little thoughts or something, and lately I'm more apt to say, 
"Well, where is this coming from?" An aspect of myself, or whatever?


Hope Moffett:	 Yes. And that was her belief, and mine, too, all those years. Is she – that's 
why I love this inscription so much. I think we're all a lot of different 
people on a lot of different steps.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 And then you multiply that by how we change from year to year.
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Mary Dillman:	 I know. It's amazing.


Hope Moffett:	 If we let ourselves. So, this is kind of fun because these things are coming 
back. I didn't really give this a whole lot of thought before coming here. 
So it's, they're just sort of coming back in a – 


	 One time I was coming up to class and walk up the stairs and she often left 
the door open to her apartment when class was going to be. I could hear 
her singing Sumari. And she had an absolutely gorgeous voice, but 
untrained, and she didn't know it. I mean, I don't think she ever sang 
anything else. I don't know that for sure. But when she sang the Sumari 
songs – and I had no idea what Sumari was. 


	 And now I've looked it up on the Internet, and it is something that was 
Biblical and people did study in Biblical times. So again, she just let it 
flow, whatever flowed through her. And it sounded beautiful. I couldn't 
understand it because it was a different language. But she understood it. I'd 
love to hear one of those tapes, if sometime when – because it was true. I 
mean, I can hear that. When she was speaking Seth, her voice got very 
deep and low, and her pronunciation was different. 


	 It was – I look back and I know that there was a reason, certainly, for that 
experience that I was so fortunate to have. As a matter of fact, the writing 
of this book that I think I'm close to the end. The name of this fellow is 
Gary Kinder who has been my mentor. I sent him a manuscript and he was 
– he said, "Oh, I think we really got something here." And we met in 
Seattle. My husband and I were going to be in Seattle, anyway, and that's 
where he lives.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, wow.


Hope Moffett:	 And so we met there. I'd met him several other times. He was a presenter 
at the writer's conference in Sun Valley, Idaho, that is an annual event.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 And usually you have to be, you have to sign up a year in advance. But he 
was speaking and he said, "I'll get a ticket for you." So I went to Sun 
Valley and attended his class, and it turned – it was a fascinating 
experience. But it's also an interesting one in a sense that it was more of a 
reader's conference. There are very wealthy people in Sun Valley, and they 
love the idea of having famous authors. 
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	 So I was fortunate enough to get a row in the row behind where the 
authors sat. A local woman – again, one of those things. This is a huge 
tent, 500 people. And I just walked in, and I was alone, and I walked right 
down to the front. And there was a seat, an empty seat on an aisle. And I 
said to this woman, "Is that seat taken?" And she said, "I think by you."


Mary Dillman:	 Wow.


Hope Moffett:	 And so there I was for the rest of the conference. And she would come in 
early in the morning and put her jacket on both of our seats so that we 
maintained those seats for the whole time.


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 And the opening – I'm digressing here. Maybe you don't care about all 
this.


Mary Dillman:	 No. I love everything.


Hope Moffett:	 The opening remarks were given at a time that is every speaker's 
nightmare. We had all traveled – 500 of us have traveled – all day long. 
We had had a wine hour, but no dinner yet. And it's 7:00.


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] You're right.


Hope Moffett:	 But it was David McCullough.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay. 


Hope Moffett:	 And he spoke for about an hour and a half. He had just – John Adams had 
just come out. And when he finished, the whole – I mean usually standing 
ovations people kind of look at each other. Nobody looked. Everybody 
just en masse stood. And it was – 


Mary Dillman:	 Wow.


Hope Moffett:	 And the commentator came and said, "Well, I guess the bar has been set 
for the rest of this conference." Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Page  of 21 30



	 Moffett, Hope Interview, 2008/05/28

Hope Moffett:	 And so Frank McCourt was there, and Harry Kinder was a presenter. 
Annie Lamott. So that was a great experience. But all these years, the 
magazine was not an – really an offshoot of writing.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 It started off that way. My husband, really, started this magazine, and I was 
the, my youngest child had just started school. So I was looking for 
something to do, and always knew that I'd go back to work, one way or 
another. And was introduced to Bill, who was starting this magazine. And 
he had a partner. And I was the Girl Friday in the office. And his partner 
became, it became clear within a really brief period of time that his partner 
was dishonest, and so he dropped him and he and I became partners, and 
ultimately became married. We're about to celebrate our 29th, I think.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. 


Hope Moffett:	 Twenty-eighth or 29th anniversary. Anyway, so I started off with an 
interest in writing, and I did a couple of articles – fascinating articles like 
pesticide management. Yeah. [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 But very quickly it became clear that Bill had much greater editorial and 
writing skills than I had, and had studied with journalism major. And I was 
a good salesperson. So that's what I did for the magazine. I sold the 
advertising. And I handled the exhibitors at our seminars while he took 
care of the speakers. So I was the business end, and it was certainly not an 
offshoot of any of my earlier training. 


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Interesting. 


Hope Moffett:	 But I kept through those years saying to Jane, "I'm not going to let you 
down. I'm going to do something."


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. Yes. 


Hope Moffett:	 [Laughter] 


Mary Dillman:	 Well, I'm looking forward to your book.


Hope Moffett:	 Yes. So am I. [Laughter] 
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Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 I don't know what it's going to feel like to not have this thing that I've been 
dealing with for all these eight years.


Mary Dillman:	 Ah. Well, after you do the circuit of the book, you know – 


Hope Moffett:	 Yes.


Mary Dillman:	 Then you'll probably get another idea.


Hope Moffett:	 Mm-hmm. I really think that's true. I think that that is what I'm going to be 
doing for the rest of my life.


Mary Dillman:	 The idea will find you. 


Hope Moffett:	 Yes.


Mary Dillman:	 Maybe it's a better way of putting it.


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. And I do think that I'm pretty close. After I met with Gary Kinder in 
Seattle, and he said that, you know I don't know whether to go first to the 
publisher or first to my agent. But we'll work it out one way or another. 
And Bill and I were so just delighted that we got just smashed on 
champagne that night.


Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 And then we got back, and Gary said, called, and he said, "I gotta tell you. 
Now I've gotten farther in, and you've got to do some work in here."


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay.


Hope Moffett:	 And here's – but we will talk sometimes for four hours on the telephone.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh.


Hope Moffett:	 And I'm writing as fast as I can write. "Here, put this page over here. That 
one goes here. Here you're saying 7:30 AM. Well, a little while ago you 
just said it was 7:00 AM. Be sure that you've got all that." And he'll just 
keep talking. And as I said, I'm just writing as fast as I can write. And so 
I've just had the transcript of it printed out, and I'm going through it which, 
I hope, is the last time.
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Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 I've got a better sense of it now than I've ever had. 


Mary Dillman:	 Right. 


Hope Moffett:	 Have you interviewed Peg Gallagher here in town?


Mary Dillman:	 I did interview her a couple years ago. She was really gracious and very 
nice.


Hope Moffett:	 I have never met Peg Gallagher.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, okay. 


Hope Moffett:	 I've certainly heard about her from Jane. They used to – Jane and Rob had 
this Friday night group that got together, then. I think the Gallaghers were 
a part of that group.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. I think it was almost difficult for Peg because she does really miss 
Jane.


Hope Moffett:	 Really?


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. And yes. So she said she misses her, and that she doesn't feel Jane's 
contacted her as much psychically as she had wanted.


Hope Moffett:	 Really?


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Which surprised me. Although, she was very, very gracious, though. 
Very nice. I did like her.


Hope Moffett:	 I sometimes wonder whether someone contacts you psychically, or 
whether you contact them.


Mary Dillman:	 I don't know. 


Hope Moffett:	 And open the door. I have a feeling if the door's not open, they can't 
contact you.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah…
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Hope Moffett:	 I'm not saying that about Peg.


Mary Dillman:	 No. No.


Hope Moffett:	 I have no idea.


Mary Dillman:	 But just in general. And I agree with that.


Hope Moffett:	 And that's where I find meditation has been… And I used to do that on the 
treadmill. I always thought the treadmill kind of was a place where 
things…


Mary Dillman:	 Sure. Sure. 


Hope Moffett:	 And as a matter of fact the title of this book came to me that way. But 
Gary tells me publishers often change the title. But for the Grace of God 
was the title that came to me because it seemed like this, the kind of thing 
that happened to these two kids could have happened to any kid.


Mary Dillman:	 That's a good title.


Hope Moffett:	 At first I really didn't know what the focus of the book would be. I was 
just writing it, interviewing the parents, and thinking that at first that it 
was just fascinating that this murder had been committed. I had never been 
a fan of any of the – and I don't like the scary stuff that, I've always tried 
to get away from that. I take too much of it in. And now here I have been 
for eight years dealing with this and autopsy reports, and all that kind of… 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, wow. Sure.


Hope Moffett:	 The focus then began to form, but then I realized that I had to go through 
the early stages of just writing it before. And then for a while – and this is 
still a focus – it had to do with violent video games. This is something that 
the young man, Joshua, played a lot. But then toward the end, the mothers 
have been reaching for each other, and they come together and pull back. 
They live in a small town, only blocks away from one another.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, yeah.


Hope Moffett:	 And to try and reach together again. And Gary said I think that's your main 
theme.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh.
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Hope Moffett:	 So I think that the idea of the, what these mothers have gone through, this 
is something that will appeal to all mothers and can be such a message for 
all mothers.


Mary Dillman:	 Very interesting. 


Hope Moffett:	 And so it took five years and one Christmas Eve the mother of the young 
woman was driving. And they have to drive past each other's houses to go 
places. She'd gone to Walmart and with her niece and suddenly, and the 
Harang house is just a couple of houses down from the corner that she 
passed by. And she said she suddenly had such a strong impulse that it was 
impossible to ignore. 


	 So she took her niece home, and came back, and went up to the door and 
knocked on the door. And she said, "I know that Amber was taking me 
there. It's the only way that I could have – "


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Wow.


Hope Moffett:	 She said to Kathy, "It's been five years since we both lost our children. I 
think that I just wanted to wish you a Merry Christmas." So it was a huge 
breakthrough. Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. While you were talking about the mothers, it just struck me that that's 
a way towards peace. So in a sense I would view your book as a peace 
book, because if we no longer have hatred towards each other, you know, 
if we can have peace like that in our own little communities, we're not 
going to be going off to other countries and bomb it.


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. No one else has ever thought of that. That's really – 


Mary Dillman:	 Oh. So I think it's fascinating. I mean, I just want to cry. I feel so good 
about it. [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 [Laughter] Well, thank you very much. And there are, gosh, scenes that I 
don't think anybody can look at and not really – 


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 Well, then I just finished editing the other day. And I know my time is 
coming. There's been times that I've teared up, but generally speaking, I 
haven't.
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Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 I feel it. And I sometimes say to myself, "How would I be if it were my 
daughter?" I just – or my son? I love what you just said because I had 
never thought of it this way, that people would work their way through all 
of this to be able to be at peace with one another.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. I think that's the change we’re going to see in the world.


Hope Moffett:	 Hmm. 


Mary Dillman:	 So hoping that's what… 


Hope Moffett:	 Well, I guess, again, it's a matter of letting something come through you, 
rather than – and I think that's what you're doing here.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 I don't know. You said that you were Sue's assistant during her help with – 
what was your role?


Mary Dillman:	 Well, I actually, research assistant in that I gave her access to the records 
that I was doing from Jane's journals and that type of thing.


Hope Moffett:	 Oh, for that book. Of course.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, I'm sorry. Yeah. For Speaking of Jane Roberts.


Hope Moffett:	 Yeah. 


Mary Dillman:	 And also I did an interview of someone who knew Jane in Saratoga 
Springs. And was able to get some other information that way. It was an 
interesting – I’m digressing now. But and I know my stuff, so I shouldn't 
really put this on. [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 Well, I'm interested.


Mary Dillman:	 We went to Saratoga Springs, and decided to stay in a hotel, and get out 
the phone book, and call people. So my very first interview. So I knew 
there was an individual's name Bob Dake, who Jane knew when she was 
married the first time to Walt Zeh, and I didn't know if she continued with 
him.
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Hope Moffett:	 I forgot about that.


Mary Dillman:	 So I called him. Sue mentions it, I think, in that book, even. I called him 
and left a message. And he had been at Walter Zeh's memorial service 
speaking that morning.


Hope Moffett:	 Oh, for heaven sakes.


Mary Dillman:	 So he came home between that and the gathering out at the house 
afterwards. And – 


Hope Moffett:	 [Unintelligible comment]


Mary Dillman:	  Get you some more water. And so he was just struck with the timing of 
the phone call I had made.


Hope Moffett:	 Yes.


Mary Dillman:	 And I've had a lot of odd, odd – not really odd, but things like that with 
some of the interviews. So it just always points out maybe I should be 
doing this. [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 So you interviewed him, then?


Mary Dillman:	 So I interviewed him.


Hope Moffett:	 Did he have clear memories? Was he still – 


Mary Dillman:	 He had a few. It's been a long time since I've listened to that interview. But 
what he also gave was Walter Zeh had written his 40 pages of his own 
autobiography. And so he asked the family if he could send copies. So 
then I got copies and sent them on to Sue.


Hope Moffett:	 Oh, how neat.


Mary Dillman:	 So that was very interesting, too. Because Walt in his autobiography 
mentions his relationship with Jane.


Hope Moffett:	 Wow. Yeah. Isn't it, you know, in writing this book, these coincidences, 
and I've tried to write them down, and some of my friends say, "Well, 
that's another whole other story." [Laughter] 
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Mary Dillman:	 [Laughter] Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 This overlapped on this and wow, how did that happen? 


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. I'm sure you must have had a lot of those. So it is just fascinating. 
And when you think in terms of well, there are no accidents and this is – 


Hope Moffett:	 No.


Mary Dillman:	 – just – 


Hope Moffett:	 And you, I think, also learn – and this, a lot of this, I think, came from 
Jane, as well – the idea of her being so ready to be who she was. And if it 
looked weird to somebody else, well that was their problem. And she 
didn't care if she fitted any mold, either. She did her writing by day. And 
before she got really bad with her arthritis, they loved to go out dancing. 
She loved to dance.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. Okay. [Laughter] 


Hope Moffett:	 And I think even after she was arthritic, she danced, anyway.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 I don't know where I was going with that, now. But the idea of simply 
being who you are and not caring about. And well, this has really been fun 
looking back, because you can read this over and over again and never – 


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. 


Hope Moffett:	 So I don't know whether – you know, as long as we now have each other's 
e-mail addresses – 


Mary Dillman:	 Right. 


Hope Moffett:	 If I think of any other things, I will just – 


Mary Dillman:	 Well, I really appreciate so much you – 


Hope Moffett:	 Well, I – 


Mary Dillman:	 – sharing this with me and getting to meet you.
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Hope Moffett:	 Thank you. If you're back in town again, let me know.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. I'm – 


[End of Audio]
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