
	 Lord Laub, Cecilia,  2012/09/19


	 September 19, 2012 phone interview with Cecilia Laub, formerly married 
to Jim Lord.


Cec Lord:	 Hello.


Mary Dillman:	 Hello, Cec. 


Cec Lord:	 Yeah, I just tried to call you. I forgot, but I'm at your disposal.


Mary Dillman:	 At least we're connected now.


Cec Lord:	 Well, maybe if you can ask me some questions, I can have some answers.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. Well, I believe that you worked with Rob at Artistic Card Company. 
Is that right?


Cec Lord:	 Yes, it is. He was a sketch artist for the cards and I was a secretary. I've 
forgotten my boss's name. 


Mary Dillman:	 Okay.


Cec Lord:	 It was a lot of fun. It was a lot of fun working there. We had a nice group 
of people.


Mary Dillman:	 I interviewed Lois Cratsley a number of years ago. Did you know her?   


Cec Lord:	 Yes. She was my boss. She was my first boss, and there was a boss over 
her.


Mary Dillman:	 Did you socialize with –


Cec Lord:	 Did she give you much info..? Well, she didn't hang out with him like I 
did.


Mary Dillman:	 Right. I realized that. Actually, there were a few things with her husband 
more connected than with Lois, because they lived in same apartment 
building for a couple months.


Cec Lord:	 That I don't remember.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. Now who were some of the other people? Do you remember the 
names, that kind of hung out together?
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Cec Lord:	 With them?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes, and with you also maybe.


Cec Lord:	 I don't think they really had any to speak of. If anything, their friends 
would be with her work. She would have a class, then her people – Phoebe 
Snow is one that used to come to her classes.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay.


Cec Lord:	 Did you know that?


Mary Dillman:	 I think I did hear that mentioned. 


Cec Lord:	 Well that's the truth.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay.


Cec Lord:	 I went to a couple, but it was way over my head. I was young. I was only, 
like, 19. That stuff was way over my head. One of our projects to do for 
our next class was we were all to go to bed, and we all were to get out of 
our bodies and meet. Well, I didn't know how to do that. Some did, some 
didn't. I didn't know how to do that. But when Seth spoke, he had a deep, 
raspy voice. He was very intelligent. He actually talked over my head.


Mary Dillman:	 It is very deep information. I certainly would agree with that.


Cec Lord:	 He was interesting. But I had fun. Well, when I say "fun," it was very 
interesting.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Cec Lord:	 But I didn't continue classes for very long, and she understood. But we 
still went over to their house, I'd say once a month, maybe twice, or they 
would call and ask us if we wanted to go out dancing, and we did. That 
was fun. Even though Jane was crippled up – that's a terrible thing to say – 
but when she walked, you could tell she had a problem. But that lady 
could dance.


Mary Dillman:	 She could still dance? 


Cec Lord:	 She could dance. She could tear up a rug. We had a lot of fun with them.
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Mary Dillman:	 Good.


Cec Lord:	 When we were at their house, we never talked business. You know what I 
mean? We never talked about our work. They had a cat. I don't remember 
the cat's name. But I always liked to go back into Bob's studio and see 
what he was working on, and he always took me back there. I wish I could 
find my portrait.


Mary Dillman:	 He painted your portrait?


Cec Lord:	 Yes. And over the years, plus being divorced, the moves and all that, I 
don't know where it is. I suppose I could ask my ex-husband if he's seen it. 
But yes, he did. It was big. It was bigger than 11 x 14. It was really nice.


Mary Dillman:	 It sounds interesting. So you had to pose for it or did he use a photograph?


Cec Lord:	 He used a photograph. Although, when he was working on it, if I was back 
there, we were looking at things, he might ask me just for a second to sit 
and pose or something. Other than that, I didn't actually pose pose.


Mary Dillman:	 That's very interesting. 


Cec Lord:	 They were very kind and generous and thoughtful. If they had other close 
friends, I wouldn't know.  


Cec Lord:	 As far as I know, it was just us, other than her class. They were private. 
They never talked about other people or anything.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. At one point you mentioned that Jane used to call for Rob, phone 
him every day. 


Cec Lord:	 Yes. She would call the Artistic. I'd answer the phone and she'd ask for 
Superman. Sometimes it wouldn't be Superman; it would be somebody 
else. I knew who it was, because I'd say some wisecracks to her and we 
would laugh. Then I would yell to Rob, "Superman, you're wanted," stuff 
like that.


Mary Dillman:	 That sounds like fun, a nice relationship.


Cec Lord:	 It was. I wish I had stayed more in touch with them.


Mary Dillman:	 They did kind of retreat a little bit more over the years.
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Cec Lord:	 They were private people to begin with.


Mary Dillman:	 I'm sorry. What was that?


Cec Lord:	 They were quiet people anyway.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Cec Lord:	 He really never said much. He'd always have a wisecrack and I'd have one 
back. I mean we never got drunk or anything like that. It always just 
drinks and social talk and crackers and cheese. Other than that, we would, 
like I said, go out dancing. That's what we called it, go out dancing.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. Do you remember where you went dancing usually?


Cec Lord:	 I knew you were going to ask me that. I think in the [Elmira] Heights 
somewhere. I don't even know if it's still there.


Mary Dillman:	 I'm sorry. What was it?


Cec Lord:	 It was a beer joint. We called it a beer joint. It was a beer joint in – Elmira 
– I think it was Horseheads. What I would have to do is I'd have to – you 
know, I can't remember. I could ask my girlfriend if she knew. I thought 
you might ask what beer joint it was we were dancing in. I don't even 
know, like I said, if it's still there. It was nothing fancy. It was like a dark, 
gloomy place to have fun and dance. It was nothing fancy.


Mary Dillman:	 Did they have a band or was there a jukebox?


Cec Lord:	 Jukebox.


Mary Dillman:	 And was that during the years of the Twist? Do you remember the dances?


Cec Lord:	 The Twist was in the '60s. I'd say the '60s and maybe part of the '70s.


Mary Dillman:	 That's not really that important, I just thought if you happened to 
remember any of the particular dances.


	 Then when I talked to you before, you said there was one particular 
incident about apples withering, something about at work.


Cec Lord:	 Oh, yeah. When I would go there, I would always look around at their 
knick-knacks and his pictures and stuff. On the windowsill, he had four 
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apples and he was letting them – I won't say rot, but wilt, getting all 
wrinkled up, because he was going to paint them like that, and he did and 
they looked great.  


Mary Dillman:	 Interesting.


Cec Lord:	 Yep. He never said why he would let them wilt like that or get wrinkled. 
He just liked the way they looked. He painted them and they looked good. 
He did paint me two apples. Unfortunately, I left them with my ex-
husband when I left. I wish I had never done that, but he still has them – I 
think. But those apples were regular apples from the supermarket. They 
were like 5 x 7, but they were matted. He always did excellent work. And 
they're signed and dated.


Mary Dillman:	 Do you remember any of the other artists that worked there? Was there a 
Curt Kent? I believe he has passed away.


Cec Lord:	 Really?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Cec Lord:	 Yes. I do remember him. He had red hair and a beard and he drove a 
maroon Volkswagen. When did he pass away?


Mary Dillman:	 I don't remember. I tried getting in touch with him, and in searching over 
the Internet I saw an obituary. I'm not sure if it mentioned if it was cancer. 
I can't recall right now.


Cec Lord:	 Well, there was another one, Marilyn [Aber], but I don't remember her last 
name.        


Mary Dillman:	 I think I maybe interviewed her. She remarried several times, and now I 
can't remember her current last name.


Cec Lord:	 Very soft-spoken.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes.


Cec Lord:	 They were all nice to work with.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah, it sounded like it.   


Cec Lord:	 Did they have interesting things to say?
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Mary Dillman:	 Yes, but of course it's so many years ago. I'm sure if I would have 
interviewed all of you the year after you quit working at Artistic or the 
year after Rob left, you would have a lot more stories.


Cec Lord:	 Yes, what I can remember. 


Mary Dillman:	 But it appeared just from notes in Jane and Rob's records that the group 
celebrated each other's birthdays and seemed to be very friendly with each 
other at Artistic.


Cec Lord:	 Right. There was never any bad fighting or anything like that.


Mary Dillman:	 That's great. 


Cec Lord:	 We just got along.


Mary Dillman:	 That's wonderful.


Cec Lord:	 You could walk over there where the artists were and you could say, "You 
call that art?" It was just fun.


Mary Dillman:	 That's great. I don't really know that I have any other questions for you. I 
really appreciate you talking to me. I was wondering if you could – I'd like 
to put portions of this interview in the collection. In order to do that, I 
have to have a release form signed by the people who gave the interviews. 
So I was wondering if I would be able to send you one, if you would just 
sign it and return it.


Cec Lord:	 Sure, absolutely.


Mary Dillman:	 I really appreciate it. As many of us, I met Rob on a number of occasions, 
but I never met Jane or read any – I started reading her books before she 
passed away, but I had no idea that she was in the hospital or anything. So 
I tried to get to know her through her books and notes and people who 
knew her, and Rob also. I mean I did meet with Rob a couple times. I'm 
glad to report that he was real happy with my research project, because he 
had wanted to interview people, too, at one point, but he was always so 
busy he never –


Cec Lord:	 Did you mention my name to him at all?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. He remembered you fondly.
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Cec Lord:	 Fondly. Well that's nice.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah.


Cec Lord:	 I feel better.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, thank you so much. Again, I really appreciate you taking the time.


Cec Lord:	 If I think of any other stuff, I'll let you know.


Mary Dillman:	 That would be great.   


Cec Lord:	 It's a long time ago.


Mary Dillman:	 I know. Before I call people, I'm always thinking, "What would you 
remember from all those years ago," and I don't have a lot. But little bits 
and pieces all kind of add up into the picture, so I really appreciate it. 
Thank you.


Cec Lord:	 I'd say more about the classes, but, like I said, I was just a young girl and 
that stuff was way over my head.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah.


Cec Lord:	 I mean if you've read her books, you know what I mean. 


Mary Dillman:	 I sure do.


Cec Lord:	 I've actually seen Seth talk.


Mary Dillman:	 Right. Do you remember being startled or a reaction when he came 
through?   


Cec Lord:	 No. Well, no, because you never knew when he was going to come 
through or when Jane was finished. So we're all talking and everything, 
and then he could just pop out. Like, the conversation is going along and if 
it got rough – not rough, but a lot of misunderstandings and that, then he 
would pop out. It was just weird. To think there's this little lady, Jane, and 
then all of a sudden this masculine voice comes out.


Mary Dillman:	 I can imagine.
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Cec Lord:	 I don't think she remembered what she said, because Rob was always 
taking notes. 


Mary Dillman:	 Right.


Cec Lord:	 Well, I won't keep you.


Mary Dillman:	 Thank you again. I really appreciate it.


Cec Lord:	 I wish I could give you more.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, if you think of anything, you can always get in touch with me again. 
But this is great. I really appreciate it.


Cec Lord:	 Have you ever gone by their house, the apartment?


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. I actually have. The hill house is sold now – or that's what they called 
it when they moved out of the apartment building, but the building on 
Water Street is still there. I haven't gone inside.


Cec Lord:	 It used to be yellow, bright yellow. That's how I remember it. They lived 
on the second floor. Go up, make a left, and go down a little hallway and 
there was their door. You'd go in and it was bookshelves, bookshelves. It 
was nice. Then way, way in the back would be like a porch. It was a porch, 
and that was Rob's studio. It was neat. I didn't take any pictures of us guys 
together or anything. Who thinks of that at 19?


Mary Dillman:	 Absolutely.


Cec Lord:	 We'd just gotten married. Oh well. I didn't ever dream that she would be 
famous. I never looked at her like that. She was just a friend. But I knew 
what her job was and that she worked hard at it.	 


Mary Dillman:	 Yes, and she's world famous. Her books are still being translated into all 
sorts of languages. One thing about this interview I have to tell you that I 
really, really like, because I haven't heard it before, is a description of Jane 
and Rob dancing. 


Cec Lord:	 Oh, they were cool. Jane, like I said, she was all over the floor. She kind of 
danced jerky, and Rob's just there doing little steps, and she's just enjoying 
herself. It's just like she didn't have a handicap.


Mary Dillman:	 That's great.
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Cec Lord:	 Because she walked kind of pigeon-toed, with her knees in. She never, 
ever complained that she hurt or was in pain, and her hands were crippled 
up. I used to pick on her. I'd say, "Your fingers are so bad and you still 
manage to get a cigarette in them." She just laughed. She smoked the non-
filtered cigarettes. I told her she was a better woman than me. But yes, 
they did dance. We had a great time.


	 I've got to research that beer joint. A lot of them have been torn down.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. There was one called Myhalyk’s.


Cec Lord:	 Myhalyk’s, yes, I know it. Who brought that up?


Mary Dillman:	 That was in Jane's records. It took me a long time to find out how to spell 
it, because Jane was notoriously bad at spelling. So there was this kind of 
scrawled word; I couldn't figure out what it was until I went to the Elmira 
library and looked through old directories.


Cec Lord:	 How much time have you put into this, Mary?


Mary Dillman:	 I've been doing this for about 15 years.


Cec Lord:	 Oh my word.


Mary Dillman:	 It's kind of like –


Cec Lord:	 Are you doing a book on this?


Mary Dillman:	 I'm not a writer. I think what I'm doing is I have a strong feeling that 
people in the future are going to be very interested in – well, they still are, 
but they're going to be interested in studying Jane and Rob and the whole 
phenomena around the material. So I'm trying to – well, I'm doing what I 
love. So then I think, well, maybe it will be of help to future researchers. 
In the meantime, I guess I'm becoming kind of a historian on this subject.       


Cec Lord:	 It seems that way. I don't remember if you first called me or if I got a letter 
from you, but I was just astonished because I'm thinking, "My two friends, 
somebody is really interested in them." I hadn't thought about them in a 
while.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, it's amazing, isn't it? You just have no idea sometimes.
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Cec Lord:	 Right. I'll see what I can do.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay. Thank you, again, so much. I really appreciate it.


Cec Lord:	 No problem. My girlfriend in Elmira might know the name of that beer 
joint. But that's not the only one we went to. I'll have to think of the other 
ones.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay.


Cec Lord:	 But as far as I know, we are the only people that went dancing, went out 
with them.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah, interesting.


Cec Lord:	 We would invite them to our house, too, and they would come. It was the 
same thing, cheese and crackers and small talk. We seemed to get along 
better with older people. Not older people, but you know what I mean.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, they were considerably older than you, really.


Cec Lord:	 Right, but they were real. They were real people. They weren't phony. 
Whatever they did, it didn't go to their head. We never talked about it. We 
just talked about small stuff, which I don't remember.


Mary Dillman:	 Sure.


Cec Lord:	 But, like I said, if I can help in any way.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, you have.


Cec Lord:	 I didn't give you much today.


Mary Dillman:	 You gave me more than you realize. Thank you so much. I'll let you go 
and I'll send the release form with my information on it.


Cec Lord:	 Okay.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay, thanks.


Cec Lord: 	 Best of luck.


Mary Dillman:	 Thanks a lot. Bye-bye.
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Cec Lord:	 All right, bye.        

  

[End of Audio]
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