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Mary Dillman:	 Interview with Lois Hutter on August 26, 2011. 
We're in Sayre, Pennsylvania. Lois's parents, Alice 
and Clark Potter, were Jane and Rob's landlords 
when they lived at 317 South Elmer, I believe.


Lois Hutter:	 Right.


Mary Dillman:	 I have reason to believe that Lois knew Jane and 
Rob, at least somewhat.


Lois Hutter:	 Somewhat. 


Mary Dillman:	 Probably not as much as her parents, but I was wondering if you could 
give me any information, even about the – anything you remember about 
Jane and Rob or your parents' relationship with them or even the house on 
Elmer?


Lois Hutter:	 I don't really remember much because I wasn't home that much. I was in 
training and then I got married, even though I lived in the same town.


Mary Dillman:	 You were in nurses' training?


Lois Hutter:	 Mm-hmm, and I didn't have much time to spend with them. I do remember 
that she was much more vivacious and outgoing than Bob was. He just 
kind of was in the background, as far as I can remember.


	 I don't remember how long they were there in the apartment, but I think it 
was several years. He had allergies, so they had an air conditioner, which 
was not very prominent, in this area anyway, at that time, because they felt 
if they didn't have to have the windows open he would not be getting all 
the stuff that would bother him.


	 I know my parents had a lot more to do with them because they just liked 
them. Most everybody that rented from my folks became friends. So they 
did a lot more with them.


	 One time, after I was married and had a couple kids, I can't remember 
whether we were home when they came to the house or whether we had 
been out and when we came home they been there, because we never 
locked our doors. It was just like everybody could walk in and out, which 
we did for years and years.
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	 On one wall we had a large blackboard for the kids. They had been there 
and Jane had written a little story, and Bob had drawn pictures to go with 
the story for our kids. So that was really –


Mary Dillman:	 That's wonderful.


Lois Hutter:	 Yes, it was. But I can't remember whether they came when we were there 
or not. It's just one of those things.


Mary Dillman:	 Right.


Lois Hutter:	 That's really about all that I remember about them. But I called my 
brother, who is 12 years younger than I am. I thought maybe he would 
remember more, but he apparently was in college about that time and he 
couldn't remember anything about when they were in the apartment, but 
he did say that after they had moved to Elmira and he had gotten married, 
he and his wife decided they wanted to have a portrait done of them. They 
went to see them and looked at what Bob had done, but they didn't like his 
manner of doing them. So they didn't have the portrait done. That's really 
all I can tell you.


Mary Dillman:	 What… is your brother's name, Norman, by any chance?


Lois Hutter:	 Yes.


Mary Dillman:	 Okay, because I've seen that name I think.


Lois Hutter:	 He had to call me last week. I said, "Gee, I'm just getting ready to call you, 
because I have this meeting with this lady and she wants to know about 
Bob and Jane, and I thought maybe you would remember more than I do." 
He said, "Well, I really don't because I wasn’t around.”  	 


Mary Dillman:	 Well, the story of the blackboard with the story, that's priceless. I love that.


Lois Hutter:	 It is, because it was spontaneous and they certainly didn't have to do it. I 
don't remember what the story was, but it was due to our kids' ages at that 
time. It was nice to have that and I wish now that we'd taken a photograph 
or something of it.


Mary Dillman:	 It wasn't as easy back then to do instant photography like we have these 
days.


Lois Hutter:	 That's true. 
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Mary Dillman:	 Now, when they lived on Elmer, did your parents live downstairs? 


Lois Hutter:	 No. My parents lived next door.


Mary Dillman:	 Oh, that was it.


Lois Hutter:	 My parents lived next door and lived downstairs, and then there were two 
apartments upstairs. After the war, they bought the house next door, and 
there were four apartments in there. Bob and Jane lived upstairs in the 
back apartment.


Mary Dillman:	 Because I got the idea that they saw – Jane used to keep daily records. She 
just would put very small, little comments. So she had a couple things, 
"Saw Potters," and it was fairly regular, so I got the idea that they lived 
very close.


Lois Hutter:	 Yes, right next door. They were apparently good tenants.


Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. And you probably went – it's the Guthrie?


Lois Hutter:	 Mm-hmm. Well, Robert Packer.


Mary Dillman:	 Robert Packer [Hospital], that's it, yeah.


Lois Hutter:	 And Guthrie Clinic. But now it's Guthrie whatever. They really don't use 
Packer anymore, so much. It's all one thing, lots of changes.


Mary Dillman:	 Well, I appreciate so much that you agreed to meet with me.


Lois Hutter:	 Well, I wish I had more, but that's all I can recall.


Mary Dillman:	 It actually fills in some things. I mean it's great. It gives an idea of Jane 
and Rob's kind of spontaneous things. I didn't realize Rob had his allergies 
so bad at that point. I think those went away for him. He was kind of lucky 
in later life. So this was great.


Lois Hutter:	 Okay. Well, I'm glad I could be of some help.


Mary Dillman:	 Besides, we had lots of animal stories. I loved those before the interview. 
So I'll just turn this off. Thank you so much.      


[End of Audio]
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