Herschaft, Larry 2008/07/26

Saturday, July 26, 2008 interview with Larry Herschatft,
Queens Village, New York

[Originally on 3 cassette tapes — transferred to one mp3
file.]

Larry: There’s lots of connections so to speak. That's
true for anybody, but you have this particular focus. And
how did you come to be involved in this way? I'm just
curious.

Mary: It’s interesting. I started reading the books
probably in 1980 or in the early 80’s. And all my life, I Larry with Rob’s painting of Jane
had really wanted to do something to be passionate about at York Beach

my work. And property tax consulting while it was fun in

a lot of ways just didn’t really do it. So over the years I always posed the question
but didn’t have an answer. And then I joined Seth Network International. I lived in
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota area at the time. So they had a conference in New
Haven. It wasn't the first year, but the second year, I went early and went to the
archives at Yale, and I just had this overwhelming impulse that this was what I
should be doing. So that's how it happened.

Larry: So the archives existed before you got involved. They donated or
whatever...

Mary: Yes, they donated. And actually, I'm very unofficial because while Yale, I’'m
not officially tied in with Yale, although they now refer researchers, if they don't
mind, to me, to help them find what they're looking for. And I intend as I'm finding
things to eventually put things like interviews in an ancillary collection to the Jane
Roberts papers. Just so everybody can hear from you.

Larry: I'll have to speak nicely.

Mary: I will just let you basically tell me whatever you want. Maybe start out with
how you got involved.

Larry: That's like the story of my life, well part of the story of my life. OK. I was
like 17 years old, 1967, this predates Seth. And of course, at that time, the angst of
the time, the gestalt, the whatever you want to call it was. All these kids were
looking for something. That was the world then, you know generation gap. So, I
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found this — I lived in Queens, not too far from here, and I found this ad for, in the
Village Voice in the spiritual section, this guy named Francois Nesbitte. I’'m sure
you've heard of the story from, I think from this guy.

Mary: Rich Kendall.
Larry: Richard Nissenbaum.
Mary: Yes. Sorry, yes. Oh, wow, that's a fun picture. (laughing)

Larry: Yes, that's him. And ah, it's PS209, that's where he would play paddleball
with the universe. I’m probably not going to jump around a lot, which at the time,
basically, maybe we’re in our young twenties and didn't know what the heck to do
with our lives. OK, so he actually went to elementary school with me, and... this is
me.

Mary: Oh! Great picture.
Larry: And he...
Mary: Rick Stack?

Larry: Right. He went to camp with me. He lived the next door over although he
lived in this same development called Clearview, but he was a good friend of mine.
So, OK, 17, I think I was already, had gone to college a lot, but I was probably
back in school. I went to community college, obviously I made it through — I'm a
teacher. And this ad was — I forgot the exact wording of it, was a fairly large ad in
the Village Voice talking about the Gnosis starting to be the truth behind all the
truths. Something like that. So I contacted the guy, his name was Francois Nesbitte.
I went down there and his big thing was what he called the Gnosis.

He had a couple of writers he was very interested in. One was a guy named Alvin
Boyd Kuhn, I don't know if you ever heard of him. Of all the books, there were lots
and lots of books that we studied at the time. I saved a few. One of them was called
The Lost Light.

Mary: I’ll copy down the name too.

Larry: He was a pretty interesting guy, smart guy. What he did was, Francois gave
me some little pamphlets by him. What he did was like analyze all the different
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religions and show the parallels between them. There’s another important guy. The
other big guy was a guy named Gerald Massey, another writer. If you want to look
at it, it’s okay.

Mary: Just very briefly.
[Brief interruption. ]

Larry: They’re very good books. I’'m not saying they’re not. The other guy, Gerald
Massey, he was the other. I might have his book, too. There were many.

Mary: Very scholarly.

Larry: These books were out of print. So actually, Francois actually did... I don’t
know where this came from, some Egyptian thing. Gerald Massey, I looked him up
—who he is.

Mary: And the name of the book is —

Larry: The Natural Genesis. Rather fascinating. [ haven’t read it in 35 years.
[Some small talk.] Francois was a guy about 40 years old. He was friendly.
Francois was a black guy. Just maybe because we were all white and then this
black guy in charge. Just the gestalt of the whole thing. He was friends with a man
named Joseph Campbell.

Mary: Oh, you're kidding? Friends of Joseph Campbell, wow. It dawned on me I
better say that to make sure it’s on the recorder.

Larry: He was a much older person. Why Joseph Campbell was friendly with
Francois I don’t quite know. Because Francois was, he came from I think it was
Indiana, or Illinois. He had been married, he had kids, grown pretty much. And
somehow he left them to come to New York, and so he said, to search out the truth
and start a school of the Gnosis. And he was recruiting members for the school.
And along the way, he was also recruiting girls, so to speak. I remember a couple
of girls from Minnesota, actually these pretty blonde girls, about 20, 19, 20, 21
years old. I mean he was the teacher and they're the followers. You know it’s very
attractive. It's not illegal if you’re over 18, but it may be a little unethical.

So I found this fascinating. I was looking for something to believe in and it makes
a lot of sense. It’s historically, there's lots of predecessors over the years. So it
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wasn't just like a sham, but it was kind of a cult. Fortunately it wasn't a cult that
completely and totally took over your life. You still kept doing your regular thing.
But he had a school and then if you did something he didn't like, you were kicked
out of the school. There were the in's and the out's, sometimes they were in,
sometimes they were out, and then myself too. I can't remember even all the
details, I don't think it’s that important. But the concept is important.

Mary: Were there living quarters at the school or not?

Larry: OK he lived in an apartment on 78t street in Manhattan, but then along
with one of the girls from Minnesota, and then he, of course, any young lady that
he got involved with the cult, he managed to sleep with. That's what he did. Then
there was a little hotel nearby, called Hayden Hall. And people that were involved
in the school stayed there. You rented a room. I did stay there for a few months.
Wow, I thought, if he'd let you come to stay there, that you are the cat's meow.
You’re in.

But OK. I had this group of friends, because in those days, well I mean people still
have groups of friends, but I guess in those days it was sort of, you know, people
like us who had the, people you grew up with and then we all sort of grew our hair
together, and got into things together, whatever. It was a group of friends and
somehow I got them to be interested. And they were very interested. Nobody
coerced anybody, but I guess we were all coming sorta from the same place. And
the books were interesting, it is interesting if you read it. Did you read The Hero
With A Thousand Faces? That was one of the books. Maybe you heard of it. Joseph
Campbell wrote it.

Mary: No, I didn't.

Larry: It's really the same premise, that all the different religions all around the
world come from the same thing. And I still believe that. I do. The implication of
that, I have a different attitude. I don't think it means you have to drop everything
and join the group. We're in the group. What's to join?

OK, but that was a sort of an intense thing. And then around 1970, I know I read
that he blogged about that. Maybe you saw it.

Mary: Probably, yeah, because I do see him occasionally.
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Larry: We came across, [ don't even know how we started coming across the
book. I was working, I remember working in Strand Book Store. Have you heard
of Strand Bookstore?

Mary: Yeah, I have been in there. Nice.

Larry: I worked and went to college. Living on my own, 19, 20, I don't know. And
maybe Francois mentioned it in the first place. He wanted to be involved with
Jane. She wouldn't let him.

Mary There are a couple of letters in the fan mail from him.

Larry: That must be interesting to see.

Mary: They are. | sent copies to Rick Stack. Well, actually because Jeffrey Marcus
had asked about them so I sent one copy for each of them. I'll send you a copy, too.

Larry: Jeff Marcus.

Mary: I understand he recently has lost a lot of weight again.
Larry: I’'m happy to hear that.

Mary: Yeah, I haven’t seen him since.

Larry: Jeff’s a very nice guy.

Mary: He really is.

Larry: This is Jeff also, and that’s Barrie Gellis.

Mary: I’ve had very little email with Barry. I'm not sure if I've asked him yet
about...

Larry: He lives around here somewhere I assume, I think. I think he was working
as a teacher. I ran into him on the street around, maybe it was 15 years ago and he
was just becoming a teacher then. I was ready to leave already. This is not exactly
what it looks like but - that's Bobby Axelrod.

Mary: And who is this?
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Larry: Me.
Mary: That’s you. Okay. Cause I thought you said that but I wasn’t sure.
Larry: I think it’s me.

Mary: You wouldn't consider scanning these pictures for me? I shouldn’t, I get
bold about asking. I've discovered over the years that people can always say “no.”
I’1l just quit jumping ahead — I’ll let my greed...

Larry: I don't mind. I have things for you. You came to one of the — it's like
Indiana Jones tracking down the...

Mary: Indiana Jones, the last movie, movie, was filmed in the library at Yale, part
of it anyway.

Larry: See? There is a Seth movie being filmed?

Mary: Oh, the Seth movie seems to have hit a stop, but very interesting that you
bring it up because I just got an email from the guy who wants to do it, asking if
we can have a phone conversation tomorrow night. My intuition says he's going to
ask, talk to me, because of Rob's passing, rather than the film. But, he's always
looking for, you know, to put a deal together and it just hasn't happened yet.

Larry: Just wondering.
Mary: It would be nice if it would, the right type of film.

Larry: Ok so the book, I remember getting the book. I got it as a remainder copy
from Strand. You know what a remainder copy is?

Mary: Yes.

Larry: I got it from the, it was exciting and I guess we all sort of read it at the
same time. And I think it was him who called Jane and we started going up there.
Somewhere along the line, I guess you could say Seth, or circumstances together,
helped us break the bonds of that cult. It was like a, there's one session where, it's
about Francois. Where he says that, I don't remember the exact words, but the idea
was and the realization was, that you don't have to belong to this thing to be
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spiritual. You don't have to exclude anybody. Francois used to say things like,
“Everybody else was like the grass in a field. They're just going to get cut down
and come back and cut down. But you guys are gonna have the truth.”

Oh, and he had this thing called, when you studied enough of these things, you're
supposed to make all kinds of connections between things. Jungian psychology
we're reading. You know all those books. Mysterious...

Mary: You guys are a bright group. You really are.

Larry: We’re smart people. And, OK, so we did that and then he put you beyond
consciousness. And beyond consciousness meant, it meant, you write down your
dreams. That's what it meant. That was the hero journey. You are going to do the
hero journey, but the hero has to have the tools and the weapons to defeat the
monsters as you go in there. And the tools and the weapons is knowledge, that is
the sword. Otherwise, you're dead, or you're gonna be zonked.

And then he had a beyond beyond thing of the inner inner core. It's really weird, a
little weird. There was this book. It was called The Secret of the Golden Flower.
It's a Chinese text. He said, “That's the one.” And this 1s what he said. It was a kind
of meditation you were supposed to do. I don't even know what the connection to
the book was but I remember him telling me the name of the book. And then you
do this. There's this spot here...

Mary: Right between your eyes.

Larry: The meditating spot. You're supposed to sit and close your eyes, and then
you're supposed to cross your eyes. Now when you do that, I don't know if you
want to do that, but there's some kind of weird physiological reaction where your
eyebrows go up. It's like, it’s weird. I wouldn't even bother doing it. And that was
supposed to really send you beyond consciousness, deeper into the, whatever it is,
the inner universe or whatever you want to call it, way to make the hero journey
proceed, so you could become a truly actualized, whatever you want to call it,
person. That was what that was all about.

Mary: Wow, yeah. Interesting.

Larry: [ mean just talking about it you can feel the appeal. And going along with
intelligent things, it's appealing. It’s not just like the Hare Krishnas who did,
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whatever they said, over and over. Or the Transcendental Meditationalists who say,
“nomreorinraakeo” over and over and over and over.

We had a friend, one of the guys in Clearview. Clearview was the community that
most of these people came from. I was near Clearview in Whitestone. We had a
friend, his name was Arnold Schneiderman. A very nice boy, but very lost. And,
today, when people are like that they put them on drugs. I don't know if that's good
either. Different kinds of drugs, but they didn’t have those drugs then.

Mary: Right. I have mixed emotions about legal drugs.

Larry: Of course. But there was a lot of unhappiness in a lot of people. And so
Arnold, what made me think of that, thinking back on Arnold now, the guy had
really bad OCD, really really bad. Drugs probably would have helped him.

Mary: You’re right.

Larry: The good drugs for that, but there was no such thing then. And in fact, so
everybody was looking for some path that’s gonna fix themselves. First he joined
the Transcendental Meditationalists. And he had the mantra. Then somebody else
told me it was a secret. And then somebody else told me, the mantra, it turned out
that everybody had the same mantra. I remember it now: “i-ying.” That was the
mantra and you were supposed to go “i-ying, i1'ying, 1'ying” and that was going to
help you. The poor guy, somehow he found out that everybody knew the mantra. It
disturbed him greatly and everything was disturbing him. And he walked up the
Throgs Neck Bridge; you know, you came here over the Throgs Neck Bridge. And
he jumped off and died. Poor kid. Maybe 18 or 19 years old. A nice boy. Looking
through the pictures I saw a picture of his brother.

OK, just a little bit of context. So we started going over this really great thing,

Seth. We really liked it very much. It was very hard to grow up then. Maybe it's
still hard to grow up. It’s hard to grow up. Period. Those were difficult years. I
think it’s difficult again now. I have two kids, one's 22 and one's 18. They're doing
OK, but I see all their friends and everything that’s going on and it's a little hard for
everybody; especially job-wise. Being a teacher is really sad, it’s really hard, and
it's getting harder and harder and harder.

Mary: I can imagine. What did you teach, or grade level?
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Larry: I taught English as a second language. I'm an ESL teacher mostly in the
middle schools. So we started going up and it was a really, I'm sure you’ve heard
this before, it’s a long ride. It was 240 miles. My daughter went to Cornell, and it's
basically the same route. We used to stop at Roscoe Diner.

Mary: OK, yes. It's still there.

Larry: That's halfway. Well, I did that going up to Ithaca. And somehow I got it
into my head that first year to collect Rob's paintings. So I bought a whole bunch
of paintings, most of which I sold. Ricky sent me somebody to me and I don't
know why I did it. Maybe they were just hanging around and hanging around, so I
did it not for much money. But I kept, I held on to two of them, and Rob had given
me some sketches too, which I kept in my car. They're not in great shape, but |
have them. I'll show you them.

Mary: Oh wow. Very interesting.
Larry: I had another one that I gave to the — this was a sketch — to the Migdols.

Mary: Oh ok, sure. Jerry and Sheri. I know Sheri, very little, and really not Jerry at
all. I met him once.

Larry: Well Jerry was part of this group. He was in elementary school with me.
Mary: Very interesting. [ haven’t seen this one either. Well, I mean he’s done a lot.

Larry: I got this stuff from him in 1974, so since then, he's probably done tons and
tons and tons and tons.

Mary: I've been in his home, where he had his paintings around. It was interesting
because they were always... I went almost once a year for the last couple of years.
They were always different. He’d bring out different ones. So he’d change them
out, show me what he was working on. He would always have them out so he
would change them.

Larry: Very nice man. So as part of, you are going to love this, I don't know how I

saved this, I looked all around last night for it. As part of buying the paintings, Rob
sent me a series of letters. I have a copy for you.
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Mary: Oh, thank you. Oh, all of this stuff, even the gallery. That's all rather new.
Oh, the Middle of Silence Gallery, though.

Larry: I'm going to tell you about that. I haven't thought about that in 35 years.
Says this guy Stanley Fisher. Now that was a cult! [short interruption] OK, you
know, I totally forgot how did I know this guy Stanley. Now I know. Rob
connected me to him, that's what it was. That was a cult. Really scary cult. Really
really scary. I mean any cult is not good. But, it was far beyond, even though this
was completely encompassing and we spent a lot of money buying these things.
But it wasn't total life sucking. People kept on with whatever they were doing.

The people in this cult, they were like Manson. They never killed anybody, but
they looked like them. And Stanley was the leader. Now, you gotta remember [ was
a 23-year-old or 25-year-old. I deal with my daughter and say, “Why are you,
what's the matter with you?” But you have to remember people, young people are
young people.

Mary: They don't have the experience.

Larry: Whatever you want to call it. They don't have the same sense of risk, and
they don't have the same things stopping them from doing things. I actually went
out with Stanley's daughter. She was like... I'm married 25 years, so. Anyway,
that’s it. You’re gonna have a copy. And I don't remember, but I think that I used to
see them around. They were really scary. I don't know how to describe them, very
thin. They must have had a thing with the eating. Thinking back on it, you are only
allowed to do this and if you eat this it’s poison. I'm speculating, if you don't, a
terrible thing will happen. If you do this, this will happen. So Stanley, so all the
cult people are — I guess that's a theme —(laughing), they're interested in Seth, too.
But it’s only natural.

Mary: Although Stanley Fisher and his group ended up protesting the Seth
material at some point.

Larry: Not surprised. This was the first, the beginning of it. I don't know if these
are in Rob's correspondence?

Mary: Actually there's some of his correspondence that isn't there yet and 1
definitely have not seen those letters. That’s so wonderful.

Larry: I have copies for you.
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Mary: I appreciate it very very much.
Larry: So that's historically very interesting! I told you I have pieces.
Mary: Yes absolutely. It's exciting.

Larry: I used to run little Seth classes, too. For awhile. I met lots of people. We
put little ads in “the Voice.” After awhile it petered out, and also my interests
changed, especially I guess when I hit 30 or so. Not that I didn't like it, but I
wanted to get on with living my life, whatever it was. But I did do that. It’s another
letter. I’ll give it to you. But it’s just, this was like... These are all the paintings I
bought which I sold to some guy who lived in Florida. Look at these little prices.
When I sold them, I got my money back. I'm not a businessman.

Mary: Unfortunately I didn’t know you then. Though I don’t know cash-wise that
I would have had...

Larry: Whatever. You see this handwriting: Send postcard to Rob with Herschaft's
address. That’s what it says. You know who wrote that? He wrote that. [Rich
Kendall]

Mary: Well you know, it's gotten a little bit better but Kendall's handwriting is still
kind of interesting.

Larry: OK, well now you have a sample of it. [ won’t copy that. I don't think I
don't think that is historically. We don't talk to each other.

Mary: Oh, I didn’t realize that.
Larry: I'm just telling you. He won't talk to me. These are the checks. I don’t

know why I saved them. Maybe I thought when I sell and make a million dollars, I

need the checks. I have copies. I got that for you too. There’s a whole other, you’ll
like this...

Mary: Oh yeabh, this is nice about his art, his paintings.

Larry: Right. This is his references to real things going on. When I was that age, |
didn't realize when I had these, somebody wrote me a letter.
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Mary: But at least you saved it which is more than a lot have. Wow, nice, very
nice. [paper shuffling]

Larry: That’s for you.

Mary: Thank you very much.

Larry: You’re welcome. You have to get something for driving all the way from
New Haven.

Mary: This is wonderful. I mean it’s absolutely great. I really appreciate it.
Larry: I feel good about it, too. I'm immortal now. It’s going in the archives.
Mary: Absolutely. I can’t put it in just yet, but I will.

Lawrence: Well, some day.

Mary: I will as soon as I can.

Larry: It’s no emergency. When Seth Speaks came out, everybody brought their
books up to be signed. I think I took that book up, I remember, to some kind of
summer camp where I worked in the summer. It got wet, it got destroyed. But, I

have the Sumari.

Mary: Ohh wow, my eyesight isn’t good enough to see that distance. I need new
glasses, I keep putting it off. Can you translate it?

Larry: No.
Mary: That's OK.

Larry: You have to ask Kendall, he’s the expert on translating. [ have a copy for
you.

Mary: Oh, thank you. You’re a doll. So wonderful.
Larry: When I sold all the paintings, except... I made two copies. First I made that
copy and then I realized I should make it in color. It’s a more legitimate, whatever

it is. The book was red, the cover, that original Seth Speaks. I really read that book
a million times. That and The Nature of Personal Reality. When I sold all the
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paintings I went back, I realized I forgot to sell one. Lucky. So I still have it. This
was one of his... he had a bunch like that. That was one of the alternative selves.
Turn it around to the back. You'll see, he wrote that.

Mary: Oh that's wonderful. I'm glad you saved it.

Larry: And this is the other painting. This one I’ll keep. That's York Beach.

Mary: That's gorgeous. There's a group, some people that are thinking of doing a
conference at York Beach this year.

Larry: Makes sense. I had to go up to Maine so I said let me stay in York Beach. I
did that. My wife didn’t know what the heck. Why is he staying in York Beach.
York Beach was lovely. But I somehow booked this hotel on the internet, it was the
last thing left, it was disgusting. There were bugs. It was horrible. But the beach
was nice. There was a restaurant there that was awesome. York Beach is fantastic.
It’s a resort. That’s where they took their vacation.

Mary: Now would you mind if I took a photograph of that?

Larry: Not at all. That's why I told you to bring your camera. It's good for me.
Maybe Bill Gates will offer me a million dollars. You never know. I don’t mind.

Mary: I’m not the greatest photographer. [ have it on the wrong setting, naturally.
Lawrence: Take all the time you need.

Mary: You were a really good teacher. I can tell.

Lawrence: That’s not good anymore in the schools, being kind and patient and
understanding. That’s no good. The only thing that matters is the score. That is
where it is. The score. And if your score is not good, you’re no good. It’s
disgusting. It’s one reason I retired.

Mary: Now, can I also get one of you with the painting?

Larry: Oh, sure.

Mary: Great. Now I’m just going to let you also look to see if you think that looks
okay.
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Larry: Yeah. That looks nice. I got a haircut yesterday. It looks good.

Mary: If you don’t mind I may actually use this in a presentation on my Power
Point. If you don’t want me to [ won’t.

Larry: It’s fine.

Mary: Would you be willing to sell that one? And then someone comes up and
says | have millions of dollars I’m just dying to spend. Because I do know there is
a Seth reader who is always after me to “find a painting for me to buy.”

Larry: For a lot of money. Because the other ones I sold for peanuts. I don’t know
what’s wrong with me. Now I have a kid in college and a kid in law school. For a
couple thousand even, it’s not worth it. I'm just going to keep it. Some day maybe,
that was my plan, 30 years ago, some day it will be my fortune. And I got rid of all
those things cause, whatever, your life changes. But I kept on to that and I’'m going
to. Cause who knows, maybe a hundred years my son will sell it for his fortune.

Mary: The only reason I ask is I always tell this guy that I’ll ask around and stuff.
Larry: I think I need a Bill Gates.
Mary: Okay, good. This guy isn’t a Bill Gates. He has his own company be he’s

told me he’s not a Bill Gates. But I did my duty. I asked. I think you should keep
them, too, actually.

Larry: I think so too.
Mary: I love that one of Jane.

Larry: It’s important in the context of the Seth material. Because that was the crux
time, that's when it was either going to happen or not happen. That was the
probability point.

Mary: There is a photograph very similar to that in the archives that Rob may have
used for the painting. I’m not sure because I haven’t looked at it for a long time. A
photograph of her sitting in the rocks. And I've always really really liked that
photograph. That’s great though, that painting, it’s exciting to see it. Thank you so
much for letting me take a photo of it too. That’s really... I get so excited.
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Larry: Oh sure. My pleasure. You have obviously put so much effort into what
you're doing. And I think the Seth material is a good thing. I do.

Mary: Do you ever read it still or not?

Larry: Not really. Maybe now I have some time I will. Instead of reading it so
much I’m just living it so to speak.

Mary: That's the way — Seth would probably like that the best.
Larry: It was a great thing and I had a good experience with it.
Mary: So you guys drove up to Elmira together.

Larry: Yeah, different weeks was different groups, different combinations of
people. They called them “The Boys from New York,” but it really was the boys
from Clearview. With a few outliers like me. But from Queens, north Queens, all
from there.

Mary: Then you drove back the same night.

Larry: Yeah we'd get home at 5 or 6 in the morning. It was really really dangerous.
I remember once I was driving and it was the winter and our car hydroplaned.
Wait, you're going to like this. Maybe you heard this story. There were too many
people in the car. It was a big car. It was Jeffrey's car, and there were so many
people in the car, Jeffrey was in the trunk.

Mary: I heard that one.

Larry: And the car hydroplaned, it went (making funny noises) I wasn't even
going fast. That happens. So, and it came to a stop. | think there was at a sign that
said “Rest Area.” We thought that was very Sethian. And then Jeffrey got out of the
car and said, “That was great!”

Now I know all these people and their personalities. I know some of them since

they are six years old. I’'m not going to get involved with that stuff. That’s not
really important. That was a nice, positive, fun story,
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Mary: Yeah, cause I assume there are probably similarities and changes,
depending, kind of like going to a high school reunion if you see people.

Larry: Same thing. A lot of different dramas, different relationships.

Mary: I don’t go to my reunions actually.

Larry: Me neither. You know, there was a lot of, just speaking in general, different
emotional connections between people. Lots of them. Quite a few of the people
stayed connected. One person, that I sort of got tired of her. I wanted to move on to
the future. There was this one girl I remember who was very liked, she liked
everything from the past. Her name was Vicky Semel. Did you come across her
name, talk to her? She’s a very nice girl. Her brother is a man named Terry Semel.
Ever hear of him? He was a big man at Warner Bros. and then he headed Yahoo for
many years and made hundreds of millions of dollars. Her brother was ten years
older than her. They grew up in Bay Terrace, close to the Clearview area. And she
was a nice girl. Maybe you met her at a conference.

Mary: [ met her at an Elmira conference a number of years ago.

Larry: She had a good memory, or a good interest in what everybody did
personally I think. So if you ever do interview her, she probably knows countless
stories, countless.

Mary: And even how to locate people.

Larry: She’ll know.

Mary: Cause Rich Kendall isn’t particularly, or Nissenbaum, isn’t particularly
connected up with many people now, I don’t think.

Larry: He’s living in Brooklyn, am I right?
Mary: He’s up now in Camden, Connecticut. He doesn’t live far from me.
Larry: Wow.

Mary: He moved to Connecticut when he was in love. That didn’t work out. But
then he met and married another woman from Connecticut.
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Larry: Oh, that’s nice.

Mary: But he just got divorced.

Larry: Oh, sorry. It’s not easy to be married, or any relationship is hard of course.
Mary: I think he’s doing well.

Larry: Okay. We had a lot of conflicts. But at times we were very intense friends.
But we had a lot of conflicts too. But I cared about him, I did, thinking back on it.

Mary: It seems to me that a lot of the people I have met from the New York group
are very intense people. So it doesn’t surprise me.

Larry: We’re all strong minded in our own way.

Mary: I’m very opinionated, but I can be very laid back kind of too, more so
than...

Larry: New Yorkers are very strong.

Mary: I love that. It’s much more fun to live out in this neck of the woods,
although Connecticut is a little filtered down. I don’t see Rick Stack very often.
Once in a while I run into him because of what he’s doing.

Larry: He’s very involved with this whole... I think he has a second business
involved with doing — I don’t know if he’s still doing it, but for many years putting
on theater shows in restaurants. And I think Jeffrey’s involved. His sister, Rick’s
sister, is a teacher, and she worked in my wife’s school. And she retired now. She
was very involved with her own spiritual group. The Sri Chimoy. Maybe you heard
of him. They were based in Jamaica, in Queens. A different kind of group. Not so
bad. That was her... I know her since I’'m very little too.

Mary: Interesting group of seekers.

Larry: Yeah, we are.

Mary: Any other stories you want to share?

Larry: I’m trying to think. I don’t really think so.
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Mary: Do you remember your impression of the first time you went and saw Jane
transition into Seth?

Larry: I can't remember the first time because they sort of flowed into each other.
But certainly the impression when you see changes is dramatic. And, talking about
powerful, it's very strong. And I got a very good feeling. Jane was very pleasant
and nice also, friendly, but when Seth was there, everybody would sit up. I’'m sure
you saw the videos. Every single time. And he would turn towards people and
focus on them and then bellow out his different things that he had to say. And I
guess the expression at the time was “blown away.” That was the expression. It
was very nice. That’s my daughter back there.

Mary: I don’t know if there’s anything else.
Larry: No, I think I gave you the key points.

Mary: I really appreciate the background, too. I haven't known that much about
Francois, just a little, and Jane didn't seem too taken by him.

Larry: I don't blame her. You heard the things I said. You know, he all of a sudden,
he dropped dead on the street.

Mary: That was fascinating. I did hear that. I think that is fascinating. But I just
really thank you very much.

Larry: The only thing I didn’t give you was those paintings. I thought I had copied
them. Not paintings, the photographs. Do you want photographs?

I would love those if you didn’t mind. Something you can send it by email then?
I’1l try to scan it in and do it. Sometimes you have to figure that out. But I’ll try to

do that and send it to you. I have your email, and if that doesn’t work then I’ll send
you a copy. I saw you had a little website... [just discussing contact options].
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