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[August 22, 2011] Interview with Cindy Emmer in Elmira, New
York. Cindy, we talked briefly about the first time you met Jane
and Rob.

Mm-hmm.
So do you want to tell me about that again?

Yes. It was a day after the flood in 1972. I was with a friend of
mine, and he was friends with them. And their apartment where
they were living was right close to the river. They lived on the
second floor and they had elected to stay and not evacuate their
house. And so we went up, and he wanted to check on them to
make sure that they were okay, and that's how I met them.

Okay. And then did you start going to the classes after that?

Yeah. At some point. I can't remember when I started going to the
classes. But at some point I started going to the classes, and I don't
know why, and I don't know how long it was before I started
going. But that was back in '72, the fall of '72 that I probably
started going.

And you mentioned Jane's physical condition.

Yeah. If I were to think about Jane, I think about how she was a
fairly small lady, very thin, black hair, and she walked humped
over. | think she had a really bad attack of arthritis and it seemed to
get worse through the years.

Okay. Do you remember anything about when Seth would come
through or versus Jane, how Jane was and then how she was as
Seth?

Well, you could see. We would be there and we'd be having a
conversation. She'd be leading the class. And then you never knew
when Seth was going to come in. So all of a sudden you can just,
you could look at her face and just the face changed. You just knew
that Seth was there.

And there were a fair amount of people in the apartment for the
Yeah. I would say that they seemed to grow and I do remember
that there were people from — a group of people from — New York
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City would come up for — I couldn't believe it — they would go up
and come back, come for the class and then go home the same
night. And I just don't know how they did it. But they were young,
so I guess they could do that.

[Laughter] Well, you were pretty young then, too.

Yeah. But [ wouldn't be doing what they were doing. Right.

[Laughter] Anything else that you think you can remember about
that time?

No. No. I really — there's not a lot. And I don't know why I left, or I
don't know when I left. And then there was a point in time where
they moved from the Water Street apartment to their house up in
West Elmira. And I remember going there once. I must have been
invited because you just wouldn't go there. So that was the last
time [ saw her. And I don't even remember what year that was.
Oh. Well, thank you.

You're welcome. I don't know how helpful I was. [Laughter]
Well, it's nice. I appreciate it.

Okay. I'm just curious, are you getting people with more vivid
memories? You might with people who have had more interaction,

probably.

Some. Some people remember specific things that Seth addressed
to them.

Mm-hmm.

And I think it also depends on there's some people who still read
the class sessions on a fairly regular basis.

Oh, okay.
So that keeps it.

Oh, that keeps the memories going?
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Mary Dillman: Yeah.
Cindy Emmer: Yeah.
Mary Dillman: And also in the case of the New York group, they're still friends.

So when they get together that's one of the things they talk about is
their crazy adventures driving up. /Laughter]

Cindy Emmer: [Laughter] That's really... Oh, my gosh. I can imagine that they
did that.

[End of Audio]
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