
Cratsly, Merle & Lois 2007/05/17


May 17, 2007, Thursday, Interview with Merle and Lois Cratsley, Odessa, New York


Merle: Hi, we're very limited on our memory because we're going back over 40 years, but the way we 
got associated with them was mainly through Lois. Lois worked at Artistic with Bob. And there they 
called him Bob, but I guess Jane always called him Rob.


Mary: Yes or Robby a lot of times too I think.


Merle to Lois: How many years did you work there with him Lois? He was there when you started, 
wasn't he? (Lois is in the background, and very hard to hear. She is rather shy.)


Lois: Yep, he was there when I started.


Mary: So you were an artist also.


Lois: No, I was the secretary.


Merle: But she was in the art department, and she messed around picking out the verses for the cards 
too didn't you? And Bob did…


Lois: Yes and Bob did the artwork. He did the lettering too. I went to work there in 60, and he was 
there. And we were married in '65 and we were their neighbors. We lived downstairs.


Merle: Yes, and that's how we happened to be their neighbors. They knew we were getting married and 
I guess they mentioned there was an apartment in their building. 


Mary: What was your maiden name?


Lois: Williams, and I'm from Elmira Heights.


Merle: And I'm from right up here in Odessa. Although we haven't been up here all that long – I guess 
we have been here for quite awhile (chuckle). We lived downtown before.


Mary: So then you ended up getting married and....


Merle: Well, I met her at Artistic. And I worked in sales for a division of theirs. And then, I don't know. 
We dated awhile and then I went into the Army and I came back out of the Army and when I got off the 
plane the Vice President of Artistic happened to be at the airport. And he said, “Do you want to go back 
to work again?” And I said, “I might as well. I don't have anything else to do.” So I went back to work 
there and we wound up getting engaged and then we were engaged for how long, a year and a half? I 
was working for Artistic, and she was too. Then we got married, and then Lois got a job at Corning 
Glass. And how long did you work over there?


Lois: Not very long. 
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Merle: The card company wanted her back.


Lois: They offered me more money.  


Mary: That's a good way to be appreciated, it’s once you leave. 


Lois: It was a great place to work.


Merle: Bob was still working there then, wasn't he? And then I left the card company and got a job with 
IBM. And then we moved back to Odessa 


Lois: And I got pregnant.


Merle: and we sort of lost… When did we sell them our car? Were we still living there when we sold 
them our car?


Lois: I think we lived there.


Merle: Well, I think so. I can't remember how that came about, but the deal was, I guess – hadn't I gone 
to work for International Paper and I got a company car? So we were able to sell that car, and Bob and 
Jane always liked that car. So, we took money and paintings. We rummaged around and found some. 
That's one right there.


Mary: Oh Wow!


Merle: That's the still life. Bob did that one and we’ve a couple of others to show you, too. Did he do 
those apples over there?


Lois: He did those apples and then our daughter did the apple tree. (laugh)


Mary: Oh, how great.  


Merle: Now I was curious. How'd you get interested in Jane and her writings.


Mary: Well I guess – it goes back so many years… It goes back to about '80.


Merle: When you read some of her books?


Mary: Yes, somebody handed me one of her books. And I had always questioned a lot of things about 
life, and then they kind of answered my questions. For me.


Merle: And you were living where, then?
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Mary: Minnesota. Minneapolis, St. Paul area. I was a property tax consultant. I also had a company car 
and if you see this thing I’m driving now you can see it’s quite different—what I bought … But after…  
Jane's papers are archived at Yale University.


Merle: That's what I was going to ask you. Where you found most of her stuff. How did that come 
about?


Mary: The Prentice Hall Editor was a graduate of Yale. So then, he contacted Yale about if they’d be 
interested in her papers and they weren't sure, so, but somebody from the library checked around with 
some of the professors. And there was a Professor named Sidney Ahlstrom in the Divinity School who 
felt that they might be a very important part of American history at some point. Would be important. So 
then they thought they would scout them out and then Rob's meticulous organization skills and 
everything – that really sold them, because they didn't just go and find a house full of scattered 
miscellaneous papers.


Merle: Well now, she always wrote down her dreams, too, right?


Mary: Oh, she's got journals and his journals. Probably that's part of how I found your name, is little 
notes here and there.


Merle: Well, we only lived there for what, a year and a half? (Lois answered something.) Now, oh he 
also did those two [paintings] down there, and then after we were married, Lois commissioned him to 
paint her portrait.


Mary: Oh, that's beautiful. 


Lois: For our first wedding anniversary which is paper. (she laughs)


Mary: These are beautiful. I am sure you are probably want to keep them, but if you ever want to sell 
the paintings, I know a lot of people who would be very interested because Rob doesn't sell his 
paintings.


Merle: Really? Now after he left the card company, how did he gravitate to Sayre. Because, we lost 
track of them really.


Mary: He didn't move to Sayre until about 2000, I think. After Jane died in '84, I believe  September of 
1984, they were living in Elmira on Pinnacle Road, though, it was out of the downtown area. They 
moved into a house there in '75. And then she was in the hospital for over a year. 


Lois: She must have been very ill.


Mary: Very ill. It was rheumatoid arthritis. It was very bad.
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Merle: Oh I remember that bothered her even when we were living there. But we had sort of lost track 
of them once we moved to Odessa and had kids, and, I don't think we saw them....


Lois: No probably not after 1972.


Merle: Yes, and the car we sold them got caught in the flood.


Mary: Oh, what kind of car was it?


Merle: It was a cute little… it was my first new car that I ever bought. It was a 1965 Plymouth Valiant 
convertible, and it was just a nice little car. Of course, where they lived… Have you been by where 
they lived?


Mary: Yes.


Merle: We were downstairs and they've ruined it because when we lived there, that parking wasn't next 
door. There was a grape arbor that went out there. And it was very nice....


Lois: It was the nicest yard.


Merle: We had a beautiful yard there and they were upstairs. Now we never went to any of their 
sessions when she would go into...  But we'd would hear them.


Lois: Well other people did go from the apartments -  we heard them.


Mary: Oh, OK, because I was wondering....


Lois: Marilyn. What was Marilyn's name?


Mary: Wilbur.


Lois: Wilbur? Marilyn Wilbur, maybe.


Merle: Yes, maybe.


Mary: I can't find her, but there was a Marilyn Wilbur.


Merle: Was that her maiden name, or …? I'd forgotten all about her. Who else went?


Lois: Curt might have.


Merle: Oh, Curt. Where is he at.


Lois: I think he's still in Elmira.
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Merle: He worked for, ah, what was his last name? Curt ah...


Mary: Curt Kent?


Lois: Curt Kent. But I'm sure that he went to some of them. 


Merle: And he worked in the art department at Artistic also, and later on I used to bump into him 
because I gravitated into the corrugated box industry and he worked for the company that made the 
rubber  printing plates, a company called Mark Trace in Elmira. So I'd see him occasionally, and he did 
artwork also. And probably he is… look in the phone book. Would he have a phone?  But, I gotta tell 
you the story....


Of course, we were just married. We weren't awful good friends with Jane and Bob – we'd go to their 
parties occasionally. We never went to their sessions...


Lois: We'd hear them.


Merle: We'd hear them. 


Lois: When she was in a trance and she… Seth…


Mary: Kind of loud from what I heard.


Merle: Yeah, we'd hear them occasionally. And I'm not quite sure what we thought. Jane had a great 
imagination I'm sure. We never really discussed whether we really believed she was really in a trance 
or whether she was ...


Lois: Oh, I believe she was. 


Merle: Well Lois tells me there was this time, and I can remember Jane coming down. I was home ill… 
what did I have?


Lois: You had a toothache.


Merle: Lois says Jane came down and hypnotized me to get rid of the toothache. And I do not recall 
that. I remember her coming down but I don't think she ever hypnotized me.


Lois:  Yeah she did. She used to hypnotize herself and walk around the corner to the dentist. She didn't 
have to drive, she'd just walked around the corner.


Merle: I don't think she hypnotized me.


Lois: Yes she did. Your pain was gone. The toothache was gone.
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Merle: How do you know she did hypnotize me?


Lois: Well, I wasn't in the room, but she told me she did.


Merle: So, we don't really know. But I....


Lois: Well you didn't have any pain afterward.


Merle: It probably just went away.


Lois: Yeah, right.  (laughter)


Merle: The interesting thing that happened to me, though, and this is, this really fascinated me. I think 
we were already living up here in Odessa and I went to work for International Paper Company. And I 
was in New York City, training, and a couple of the other salesmen in training and myself were out 
walking around downtown New York. And it was a nice day and we were just cruising around town  
looking at the big city, you know, like yokels. And I went by this wall – and where they’re doing work 
and construction, a lots of times they have plywood walls. And I just felt compelled to stop and look 
over that wall, which must have been a six foot wall, so I didn't have to get up much to look over it. But 
I just felt I had to stop and look over that wall. Of all the places in New York, and guess who was 
sitting on the other side of the wall? Jane.


Mary: You're kidding. Wow!


Merle: And she looked up at me and she said, “I knew I was going to see somebody I knew today.” She 
was down there meeting with her publisher.


Mary: Oh, OK. That was probably once – or twice – I mean they hardly ever went down there. That is 
amazing.


Merle: Right, and just out of the blue, I felt like I had to stop and look over that wall, and there sat Jane. 
Isn't that wild?


Mary: I love things like that.


Merle: Yeah, that always got my interest up. But, you know, truthfully, I don't know that we've read – 
Lois found one book and shame on us, we never got it autographed.


Mary: Because Jane didn’t like to go out an do autographs, you can't find autographed books of hers.


Merle: Yeah, I don't know that ah… I did read the book that the other woman – you told me… 


Mary: Oh, you mean Sue Watkins?
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Merle: Yeah. I read her book and I learned more about Jane out of that book than I did from knowing 
her probably.


Mary: Well because she knew her quite well. That was the one Speaking of Jane Roberts ? Or was it… 
that just came out a couple of years ago. She also wrote one about the rather about the class ESP 
sessions, but that was a lot of years ago.


Merle: I don't remember seeing that. 


Lois: This one just came out a couple of years ago.


Mary: OK, that would be Speaking of Jane Roberts, then. I did research for her.


Merle: I think we had already moved at about the time she was writing about, hadn't we? Because we 
lived there 1965 and then in '66 we moved back to up here in Odessa. So the time she writes about  was 
after our time. But I did notice in there that she mentioned our car.


Mary: Oh OK, I will have to go back and look at that again.

 

Merle: Yeah she mentioned the car. She didn't mention our name, but she just.. and I don't think she 

mentioned what kind of car it was.


Lois: I don't know, but didn't she say we lived in Odessa?


Merle: Oh I don't remember seeing that. But we, shame on us, we’d lost track of them and...


Mary: Well, you know, that happens.  When I am calling people I have to think what would happen in 
all the times in my early years, in my early 20's, I had these great friends and pals and stuff—I have no 
idea where they are or where they live… forgotten half their names. It might come back to me if 
someone introduced themselves and filled me in… so I know when I am asking people that that is a 
difficulty, but any little bit is fun to get.


(offer of wine or tea)


Merle: Now, you live in Connecticut now?


Mary: I moved to New Haven where Yale is. And I just love working with the papers and it’s a little 
nutty in a way but I thought why not do what you love.


Merle: No, do exactly what you want to do. 


Mary: Yeah. I haven’t figured out a way to get paid for it, but somehow I’m surviving. So.
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Merle: As long as you can survive. Now, the other treasure trove of information and I don't know 
whether they're still alive – the Gallaghers who wrote for the Star Gazette.


Lois: They were close friends.


Mary: I interviewed Peg Gallagher a couple of years ago. And she has forgotten a lot of things, too, 
over the years.


Merle: Well, she wrote a lot of articles that are in the Star Gazette – if you went back to the Star 
Gazette files...


Mary: I've got copies of all of those. She helped me...


Merle: Of all of them. Well, OK, you've got that base covered. 


Mary: Yeah, no, but I appreciate anything because I could always miss something. And Peg was just 
very very nice.


Merle: Yeah, well she – they were – quite friendly. 


Mary: And I didn't meet Bill. Because I wrote and asked if I could interview the two of them.. but then 
somehow, I didn't hear directly that Bill wasn't interested, but....


Merle: Well, did he get ill with something? Maybe Alzheimer's or something… I'm just talking out… 
‘cause at one time he worked as the curator up at the Soaring Museum I believe which is up on Harris 
Hill, which is where soaring started and there’s a museum there. Wasn't he associated with that one 
time? I may be wrong. Now she worked for the Star Gazette for quite awhile, but I'm sure she retired 
by now.


Mary: Yes, she is. She didn't mention why – she just said she would like to meet with me and so I just 
didn't feel it was appropriate to say, well could I talk to... because I had already approached it that way, 
and also I knew that she was really much closer – they were close as a couple but it was really 
particularly Jane and Peg.


Merle: Yeah. What I have always wondered about and maybe you could clarify this. Bob, seemed to be, 
I don't know, seemed to be a quiet motivating force behind what Jane was doing. Am I wrong in that?


Mary: I think the two of them definitely… I mean, he took notes and did all the transcribing and stuff, 
but it was more, much more – his role was bigger than that. And ah, just the energy type of thing. I 
don’t want to sound too weird…


Merle: A quiet background pusher. Didn't you feel that way?


Lois: Yes.
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Mary: It was definitely the two of them. So, they really worked as a couple.


Merle: Interesting.


Mary: Now Rob was older… it sounded like Rob was older than some of people he worked with at 
Artistic? Maybe that's not true.


Lois: Well there was an artist there that was older than him. Remember Ezra [Havens]? That man? He 
sat way back in the corner.


Merle: I can't remember. I can't remember.


Lois: Who was that other man?


Merle: Harry [Gottesman]. He's dead, isn't he? He was the boss in the art department so Bob would 
have reported directly to him, right? I don't know whether he's still alive or not. Yeah, poor Artistic 
went spiraling downhill. That building is now owned by Smokin' Joe's Tobacco Shops out of 
Pennsylvania. And they rent it. They rent out part of it and then in part of it they've got cigarettes in 
there. That's 1575 Lake Street is where Artistic was.


Mary: Oh, OK, I was wondering. 


Merle: And going way back before it was a card company, it was ah… chicken hatchery. Back when 
they sold chicks by mail? Yeah it's interesting. The building is interesting. Then after Artistic got out of 
there it was a hardware wholesaler in there for awhile. But they're out of business. So that building has 
gone through a lot of interesting changes,


Mary: Absolutely. 


Merle: But it takes us back, talking about it, because that’s a long time ago. It doesn't seem like a long 
time ago in some ways, does it? 


Lois: Doesn't seem....(dialog missed, but she laughed)


Mary: Lois, you said that some of the other people at Artistic went to a few sessions?


Lois: I think so. I think Marilyn did, Marilyn Wilbur. 


Mary: Do you remember? I've always been kind of curious because I think in terms of the 
neighborhood I grew up in, if somebody would have been doing something like that, I think we all 
would have locked them up or something. It seems, was there kind of a – oh, I don't want to put words 
in your mouth – did people think it strange or did they just kind of roll with it?
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Lois: No, they didn't think it was strange. I always wanted to be invited but we never were! I wanted to 
go.


Merle: We thought it was sort of unique. It wasn’t anything that really… it didn’t really spook us. And 
the other people in the building… there was how many other apartments in that building?


Lois: There were quite a few and then the ones out back....


Merle: ...over the garage. And I imagine most of them could hear some of the sessions from time to 
time, but it didn't seem to bother anybody too much.


Mary: I always think that’s a really nice sign of the community.


Merle: Well that was sort of a – I can't really say it was a transient community – it’s gone downhill a lot 
since when we were there.


Mary: I'm sorry to see that. Those beautiful old houses.


Merle: All of Elmira, it's sad.  


Lois: (describing the apartment house – hard to decipher – mention of a large house now gone) 


Merle: Yeah, gorgeous old house. And we just went to dinner at the restaurant that the guy that had the 
house and rented out the apartments. We  went to his restaurant which was Lib’s Supper Club. The 
guy's name was Spaziani. He's dead and gone now, but the family still owns the… But, Jane and Bob's 
favorite place to go, and I imagine you've been there, was the American Hotel.


Mary: No, I didn't know about the American Hotel.


Merle: Well that was their favorite place, wasn't it? It was right down there by the railroad station. It 
used to be called the A House, the American Hotel. That, I believe it's still open. It was an old railroad 
hotel because it was right near the railroad station, and it had a bar downstairs and upstairs they rented 
out rooms to ah… you know, you'd go in the lobby and you'd see old guys sitting there… with their hat 
on… you know. I was just… is it still listed in the book?


Lois: The American Hotel? I wonder if Bob gave any paintings to those people.


Merle: Oh, I don't know, but when they went out that was one of their favorite places to go. Did we 
ever go there with them?


Mary: These paintings are really lovely.


Merle: Oh he did a wonderful job. That's from a photo of Lois.  But there's a photo just like it too, isn't 
there?
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Lois: But I sat for him, too. American Hotel…


Merle: It’s not there (in phone book). I don’t’ know if it’s closed or not. If you went over – you’re 
staying at the Holiday Inn? If you went over Water St to Main St – took a right turn and you went up 
past 3 or 4 blocks, there’s a McDonalds on the right, go past the McDonalds and turn right. I think 
that’s the right street.  The American Hotel would be there and the railroad station would be ahead of 
you. It’s closed now. But I don't know whether the American Hotel is still open or if it changed its 
name, whatever…. I doubt that he did any painting over there. 


Lois: He probably did some sketches. He was very good with portraits.


Merle: Now, with Jane's papers, are there any sketches that Bob did?


Mary: Yes. Although more of.... Rob retains the originals, of course, because he is still alive, so there’s 
photocopies and not as much… There’s a lot of things not there yet that I think are Rob's because he is 
still working on them or so. But Jane has a lot of little sketches, more so than Rob in the collection so 
far.


Merle: Well is Rob going to donate the rest of his stuff? At some point?


Mary: I believe so, but there is a problem in a way – I think Rob feels his artwork is a part of the 
collection, because a lot of  times he paints reincarnational selves… of himself or from his dreams, or 
different things like that. But, Yale’s not equipped, and archives like that aren’t really equipped to take 
paintings, so I don't know what will happen or what he is planning.


Merle: Photos of?


Mary: I am sure they would do photos of, yeah. But, Rob is remarried and his wife is considerably 
younger so I would guess she’ll probably figure something to do eventually.


Merle: Hmm. Now when he left Artistic, what did he work at?


Mary: He didn't have a paying job, per se. He worked at helping the books get published, the editing 
and proofing and all that which was really quite full time… and his art. Because Jane had always… she 
had worked at the Arnot Art Gallery for a time and then she decided she had to write and just quit. And 
so she quit the gallery and Rob was still at Artistic at the time, and I think she was encouraging him 
also to quit and see if they couldn't make a go of it as artists. She writing, he painting.


Merle:  When did she work at the Arnot, before you?


Lois: She worked before I did..


Merle: Because Lois worked at Arnot for a while. Just a part time...
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Mary: She worked when a Dee Masters was there and then a Jamie… something, I don't remember the 
last name. And then I think, I don't know  if he was still there when she left or not. It's interesting the 
different connections I see with different people.


Merle: How did you happen to get mixed up with the Arnot? Do you remember? It wasn't through them 
though?


Lois: I don't think so. 


Merle: How long did you work there? 


Lois: (unable to hear her, but she didn't remember)


Merle: Huh – our memories are fading fast aren't they? (laughing) We're not much help to you, I'm 
afraid.


Mary: No, it's great. I mean just knowing that you could hear the sessions in the apartment building... 
I've often wondered how loud they got. And actually before Jane and Rob moved to what they call the 
Hill House, up on Pinnacle Road...


Merle: Yeah we were never there.


Mary: Oh, OK. Jane had so many people coming for the ESP class or the class that she had on Tuesday 
nights, that sometimes they would get 40 people – well you can imagine. And I know some of the 
people, from New York City. There was a whole crew that drove up. They were wild kids. I mean, if 
they couldn't get – there was one guy who would ride up in the trunk because there wasn't enough room 
in the car. Can you believe it? From New York, All the way up in the trunk and back in one night. So, 
just to give you an idea, they probably weren't the quietest, most well-behaved group. So I can about 
imagine what some of the neighbors would think. (laughter)


Lois: They probably had a little wine. They did like wine.


Mary: Actually Jane used to drink wine with them.


Merle: I can't remember what they did drink.


Lois: They drank wine.


Merle: Both of them?


Lois: Yeah, we would go up the sometimes and have a glass wine with them.
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Merle: Isn't that funny, I can't remember. I remember going up there for some parties, but I can't 
remember who all was there.


Mary: There was a name also… a Claire Crittendon. Did she work at… ? I'm not sure where she came 
in so I thought I would ask you.


Merle: That doesn't ring a bell. Huh.


Lois: Now are you going to meet with Bob?


Mary: I think so, on Sunday. I’m planning to.


Merle: Well tell him we said hello. My god, we haven't....


Mary: I sure will. I sure will. He gets a kick out of it when I report back to him that I talked to people.


Merle: Tell him the paintings are hanging. (laughter)


Lois: There's a couple more of them out in the kitchen.


Mary: Oh, I just, that's really great. They’re beautiful.


Merle: Did we buy some of them, or did we get most of them except for your portrait with the car deal. 
Being newly married, we didn't have much artwork -  we had to have something to put on the walls, I 
can't remember exactly …


Lois: Now we don't have enough wall space.


Merle: We are out of wall space because our daughter's an artist and she does all sorts of stuff.


Mary: Oh, that's wonderful.


Merle: Yeah, but we are out of wall space. Oh, there is one other painting that we don't have here. And 
it's at our lake cottage. It's a seascape, and it's quite big, isn't it?


Lois: Yeah it's really big.


Merle: And it's,  it's a, it was a fairly pretty seascape. Was that part of the car deal too?


Lois: I think so. It's really beautiful.


Merle: I don't remember where he painted that. He must have been at the seashore or else saw 
something that...
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Lois: Their walls were covered. They had a beautiful apartment.


Mary: I always thought it would be fun to see the apartments, but I'm not sure that it would any more.


Merle: Probably it’s changed so much. They did have, well, that's a corner of their sun porch in that 
painting. Remember? Didn't they have a sort of sun porch on the back side of their apartment?


Lois: Yes.


Merle: And that's a corner of it with the green bottom. I remember that. That was…


(Rascal the puppy showed up and they gave attention to the puppy and Merle explained that Rascal was 
a rescue dog from a pound in North Carolina)


Mary: This is so nice of you to let me come and ask questions.


Lois: Now this is one of my favorite paintings. I just love Autumn. But isn't that beautiful?


Mary: Yes. These are so different than the paintings I've seen at his place now.


Merle: What's he doing mostly now? Modern stuff?


Mary: Well, lately he's been doing a lot of modern stuff, which I like. But he’s been doing a lot of 
portraits with oils… so it looks like there are a lot of layers or something?


Merle: Oh, so it’s got more texture to it.


Mary: More texture to it.


Lois: I think this is has got an egg base to it.


Merle: Egg tempura?


Mary: Well he was always experimenting with things.


Lois: Yes he was, and this is a beautiful one.


Merle: Now was that the one with… no, that's not the one with the corner in it.


Mary: Look at the leafing behind it, too.


Merle: Yeah. I always liked that one.


Lois: It was done in '67.
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Mary: Well I'm sure you're not in the mood to sell any of them, but if you ever are.... I have a friend 
who called before I left who said, “Buy some paintings for me!” He says that all the time. And I said, 
“If I do, I will tell them you are rich.” And he said, “ No no no, tell them I'm poor.” And I said, “Well 
who would want to sell it to you?”


Lois: Every once in awhile you can find some local artists at household sales.


Merle: Well, we're anxious to have you tell Bob that we're thinking about him. It's got to be almost 40 
years since we've seen him.


Mary: Absolutely. I'll tell him you told me all kinds of tales about him (laughter) and....


Merle: I'm afraid you've heard them all. I don't know, Bob was so quiet and unassuming, and...


Lois: So easy to get along with and great to live with.


Merle: And I don't think I ever saw him mad, or upset. And Jane was a little....


Lois: She was bouncy.


Merle: Yeah, that's a good description. Bouncy I guess. And, ah we have another friend named Jane 
Roberts, too. So when you called the other night and mentioned Jane Roberts to Lois, she was confused 
for a little bit because she thought you were talking about our other friend Jane Roberts.


Mary: Oh, wow, I never even thought of that happening.


Merle: Yeah, but ah, isn't that funny we have never bumped into them or anything?


Mary: Well he really is just kind of a hermit almost. He just doesn't seem to do a lot of.... There was a 
group that formed for awhile – that formed around the Seth material or Jane's work  - well there have 
been several – they usually don't last very long because most of the readers are very independent. But, 
about 10 years ago, it was in ’97... there was a conference at the Elmira Holiday Inn on Water Street to 
celebrate Rob's, must have been his 80th birthday? No, he was born in '19. So at any rate, he brought 
over some of his paintings and put them in the main room at the… in the meeting room. We had 
meetings there and he was a little shy about getting up and talking at first, but then he seemed to kind 
of  enjoy it. And some people that he knew, like Susan Watkins the one who wrote the book and a few 
other people from the ESP classes that he's known were there. So I think that made him more 
comfortable..


Lois: Oh, we should have been there.


Mary: Yeah, it would have been fun if we would have known. 
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Merle: Now do you research other interesting people who have delved into...


Mary: This is the only one. I tend to be totally focused. I find what I really like and I just go for it. It 
seems to be something I do, I used to always criticize myself for it. But now I just accept it, that’s my 
nature. There’s nothing wrong with it, I just happen to…  So, I think it's the best, which of course I 
wouldn't bother arguing about it.


Merle: Well did Jane have interest in other people who were doing similar things? Is that mentioned in 
any of her… ?


Mary: Not a great deal.  (end of Part 1) 


Mary: She didn't so much because hers was much different. Hers wasn't so much couched in some of 
the religious belief systems – like Edgar Cayce – have you heard of him?


Merle: I've heard of him but I’m not really familiar with his…


Mary: He was certainly before her, but his messages were a little bit more religious sounding.


Merle: Now Seth is a biblical name. Seth was the, ah, there was Cain and Abel, and Seth was the 
other...


Mary: Yeah, this is… he [Seth] doesn't really relate himself to that. 


Merle: Now didn't they get started with an Ouija board?


Mary: Yes and the think I liked about… one thing about the Seth message is that we all have our own 
answers, so, a lot of times when people first find the material, if they love it – and I have to admit I 
went through my own proselytizing stage, too. “Oh this is so great you have to read it!” But then when 
you kind of get over that, you realize that it just isn't for everybody.


Merle: Other people read different things into it.


Mary: And everybody does, just like the Bible, or – not that I'm saying that Seth is like the Bible. But 
everybody has their own. Ooh, there's The Seth Material.


Merle: Yes. And I don't know where we… where did we get this from?


Lois: It was a birthday present to you in ‘71.


Merle: 1971. Yeah, and ah, I don't know if I ever got....Why is Heloise in here? Is there something on 
the other side?


Lois: I think your mother was reading it. (laughter)   
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Merle: I've got to admit. I'm not sure I ever read it. 


Mary: Well you know, I don't think a lot of their friends did. I met earlier today with one of Jane's ESP 
class students, and he read a couple of the books, but not the later ones.


Lois: How many books did she write altogether?


Mary: Oh, there are just some more published now. Over 18? It’s 20 something now. 


Merle: Are they all available presently?


Mary: They've been reprinted. There were a number of years they weren't, but now they are all back in 
publication.


Merle: Does anybody sell a complete set? Or you got to piece it together yourself.


Mary: Piece it together, pretty much. 


Merle: I guess, didn't we have How to Develop Your ESP some place? Who's got that, our daughter?


Lois: Or your sister.


Mary: That's probably my least favorite, but I like them all.


Merle: Oh, shamefully we haven't read that many. We have to get busy on it. (laughter)


Lois: Now do you write down your dreams?


Mary: I do, although I don't have the dream experiences that a lot of people do, because I don't do lucid 
dreams and I don’t remember a lot of out of body or dreams like that. But it's amazing when you – the 
way it's easiest for me is to run to my computer first thing in the morning and type them. And so, 
sometimes I'm barely awake and when I look back at it, I think, oh you're kidding.


Lois: Now Jane used to wake up right away and write hers. As soon as the dream was over, she was 
writing.


Mary: Yeah. And she would remember more than one a night a lot of times. I don't have that kind of 
recall. And then I go for a long periods of time without any. And so, when I do that, if I even remember 
just a little snatch, I record it to give me more incentive to start remembering them again. That's kind of 
a superstitious I guess.
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Merle: Well, I have dreams that are almost like a movie or a TV show. They are entertaining, but I don't 
know why I have a lot of them. Just strange. But I'm too tired to write them down. It's tough to get old, 
isn't it? 


Mary: Well, I've tried a couple of things that didn't work. I tried talking into a microphone. Well all I 
heard was (mumbling). I wasn’t awake enough. Because I had difficulty reading my handwriting so I 
guess that's why I ended up…  


Merle: Well we've always been interested in things. Of course we just brush against the edges of it. But 
there is a gentleman locally, he was a funeral director in Candor and he comes to Elmira and does 
shows and so forth. But he did an interesting one… My mother was living down in Odessa in a house 
that we used to have. It got broken into and someone stole an expensive old antique platter and that guy 
came up with… What did he say exactly on that deal?


Lois: I don't remember, but he found the platter.


Merle: Yeah. It was like, it was more than a coincidence that he was able to came up with it.


Lois: Our daughter lost her dog once, and she (words lost). She was desperate and she called him and 
gave her credit card over the phone and he found the dog.


Merle: Where was the dog?


Lois: He said, “Go back and look” at such and such a place, and she did, and there was the dog.


Merle: Isn't that fascinating that he would have the ability.


Lois: And awhile ago, Cynthia went to a party, and I think you had to have 8 people, she paid $45.00,  
and he went around and told each one something that would happen. And he told her that somebody a 
generation older that her was going to have intestinal problems and sure enough (words lost).


Merle: Well things like that, though...


Lois: Yeah I know, but why would he tell her that?


Merle: Well the odds are good that anybody old is going to have some sortd of problem. I never heard 
the dog story before, though.


Mary: It is very interesting and I mean I'm certainly not saying that I do readings or anything, or have 
those abilities, but I try to cultivate it myself so that if I can't find something just trust that I'll know 
where it is… and then you get this idea of where to look. I think we all do more than… like peeking 
over the fence? That's a good one. I think we all do more of it than we realize.
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Merle: Yeah, that made a believer out of me, but and all that déjà vu too where you feel like you've 
been there before, that happens quite often. Of course, probably it's because we do the same thing over 
and over and we have been there before.


Lois: Is her brother still alive?


Mary:  Jane was an only child.


Lois: Then did he have a brother?


Mary: He had two brothers and they are both deceased.


Lois: Because they used to make copies of everything they did and send them to them...


Mary: Oh yes, to his brother up in Rochester, I think.


Lois: ...in case something happened to them.


Merle: Well it's been interesting chatting with you. (end of tape)
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