Corbett, Marjorie 2009/10/12

Interview with Marjorie Corbett, October 12, 2009, in her home in Pine Island, New York
[There were interruptions — her dogs, construction work on her house, visitor and phone call.]
Mary: Marjorie, you went to some of Jane's classes, so if you would like to....

Marjorie: How we found out. Somebody was reading... | was in a Gurdjieff Group in Warwick which
is just extended here. This is town of Warwick. We had a big Gurdjieff group with Mr. Nyland, and a
couple of us got this book Seth Speaks, and we started — there's another one before Seth Speaks,
though..

Mary: The Seth Material?

Marjorie: The Seth Material, and we really liked it. The biggest concept we really liked was you create
your own reality ‘cause that kind of flowed into what we were into. So, | remember it was Mary Jo and
Bill [Hennigar], | believe, a couple at the time before they got married.

Mary: OK, Mary Jo Cronin?

Marjorie: Mary Jo Cronin who became Mary Jo Hennigar... and Bill died 3 % years ago in Hawaii, at
72. So | think it was Mary Jo ‘cause she’s now a lawyer. Retired probably. And | saw her this summer
and | hadn't seen her in 25 years. She came here to visit some friends, but she's living in California,
San Raphael, or something. So anyway, whatever it was, we found out how to contact somewhere,
whether it was in the back of the book — and we made a call because Elmira was reachable for us.

So we were so excited to go to our first session. We just thought we were going to check it out, but |
don't know how we got sucked in (laugh). | think we went for 6 months, every Tuesday and faithfully
we went to all kinds of things, because Bill was a pilot. We'd fly a lot of times to Painted Post or
Corning or something and we'd get a cab and we'd go there. So that | remember very clearly.

And | remember the first time hearing Seth. “NOW!“ You know? (sort of an imitation of Seth) And it was
a very loose atmosphere. It was very different than what we had done in the Gurdjieff discipline which
was much more austere. And this was Jane — smoking, you know. And Jane was quite crippled. She
could hardly move.

And it was great. | was going through a great suffering thing and she wrote a poem about me that |
shall never forget. And | think it was named for me, but if it wasn't named for me, it was about me. And
it was about — because in Warwick, we bought a barn to set up a Gurdjieff Community, and so it was
very great painfully, it was very painful because my life with Mr. Nyland was that | was in California,
going to art school in San Francisco, graduated from Berkeley in 1966 — | was going to art school and
just before | moved from Berkeley to San Francisco, someone was talking about Gurdjieff, and | went
to this Gurdjieff meetings and then 3 or 4 months later, Mr. Nyland who was in New York, came to visit
and he immediately picked me to be with him. And | fought it for a year and a half, and | finally — |
literally feel like | was dragged here. It was very great suffering. And a lot of the time there was a lot of
suffering, because | was separated away. He was preparing me to lead the group after he died, and |
wanted nothing of this. And it was Karma, | felt like it was a price on my head and | had to do this.

We had incredible conversations. Incredible conversations. But it was very painful because he
guarded me like the most precious thing and nobody could come near me. And it was a brutal life for
me — | was 21 when | started. So he built the house and it was kind of separated, and this whole issue
of the barn where people came on the weekends and they worked, and the whole Gurdjieff theme
work on yourself.
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So, anyway, this poem was about Marjorie — or something and maybe you'll find it in the material.?
Mary: I'll look for it.

Marjorie: Because she spoke — it's in the tape, because these things were all taped, weren't they.
Something about going behind the barn and beating herself with a rubber hose. Which struck me—
this whole concept of creating your own reality. And | was seeing, it really hit me because the barn was
this figure of the group, and the rubber hose is a soft thing to hit yourself with. So, | had to ponder that
a lot, but she was hitting me, or Seth was hitting me, or wherever this was coming from.

| don't know where that thing is, so that's out there for you to look into. That really struck me. And |
remember the day he gave us our names — what are they called? Not spiritual names but...

Mary: Entity names?

Marjorie: Entity names and he looked at me and went, “Avoromba.” And | loved it. It resonated so
deeply in me as a part of myself that | won't act upon. You know, | won't come from that space of
tremendous strength. It was like rolling hills in Africa, you know like thunder going across the valley,
and just — that's what it did to me when | heard that. So that was another... because we... that was
one of the great things if he ever gave your entity name. | don't think you asked for an entity name...
You may be more familiar with it but | think it popped up.

Mary: | think in most instances it did just come up, and then later on, some people wanted theirs, and
so they would ask. And occasionally, if | recall correctly, occasionally he would say he would give it to
them later.

Marjorie: Just a second.

(noise in background - interview tape#1 interrupted)

Marjorie: That's somebody from the Gurdjieff group that | really didn't even know — who sends me
these weird emails, who happens to be in Warwick for these Gurdjieff things this weekend, and he
shows up at the door!

Mary: Oh, so there is a Gurdjieff... do they still meet all the time?
Marjorie: Well they have these intensives on these weekends or something.
Mary: | was going to ask you what happened with the group after...

Marjorie: Mr. Nyland died in '75, and they still go on, playing the old tapes. | went on and went to India

and did all the... Swami Vivekananda and Saul Salzburg and all that. Now something very bizarre
has happened — from youtube. And this guy is really powerful.

Paramahomson Nithyananda is 31 years old. | think he is an incarnation. And | remember when | first
got into Gurdjieff, | mean Siddha Yoga, that they were talking about 1980 that there had been an
incarnation born. Well, he was born in '78, and he became enlightened January 1, 2000. That's right. If
that's not a message.... And he's on YouTube, that's how | found him. | was looking for scriptures on
ohm. And | googled ohm, I've seen this long-haired Swami before, and | listened to a few more, and |
thought Oh, my God — who this guy is!”

So | went to see him in California and | hadn't seen my family in 11 years and | went out because he
was right in the Bay Area. And | took a one day thing — wished I'd taken more, but | didn't know what |

1 See Jane’s poem, “Marjory Silver” — however, it does not fit Marjorie’s description.
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was doing. YouTube. | went YouTube? Well half the people there found him through You Tube. He's so
contemporary he uses that. He uses contemporary language. He's a very great enlightened being.
Very great. He hasn't even started yet. He’s already got 2, 3 million devotees. 93 ashrams or centers
that he started 6 years ago. And it’s really bliss, it's really bliss. It's interesting. He doesn'’t let you get
away — he doesn't let you get away. It isn’t like you can meditate, get a sweet feeling. That’s not where
he’s at. So you going to be enlightened or not? This is what you have to do if you want to be
enlightened. Professional seekers, you know, that’s why | kind of go... yoga, Baba 1979, 1999, 30
years, and he says, and you're not enlightened? That’'s where he comes from you know. You’ve been
doing this for 30 years and you’re not enlightened? So it’s a real whittling down.

So anyway, but I'm trying to get back to what was with Seth. So the one night that was really
interesting was — they had these other little gatherings on Friday night — and it took a while before they
invited us. Whether we only went once because we had other things to do — as a whole group,
Saturdays was a big — everybody came up from the City or wherever we worked, for the weekend.

So we flew up one time. And it was, there was a lot of wine — well see, Bill was an alcoholic, and he
was a pilot. So we drank and we think how are we going to fly home. We can’t fly home, and this was
about 1 o'clock in the morning and Bill was too drunk to fly home so we had to stay. Well they had
rented the apartment across the hall, so Bill... and | had a boyfriend, Joe McMahon. | don't remember
if he came up or not, because he came sometimes, Joe McMahon. He drove a lot.

Mary: Do you remember how to spell his last name?

Marjorie: McMahon. He's in Florida. That was all very strange. But anyway, the 4 of us went up there
that night and it was a weird night because it was different. So we slept on the floor across the hall — |
think maybe it was the whole apartment. And | remember we were in the living room, and | had too
much to drink as well. And | remember fighting with Joe about something and getting up and reaching
for the bookcase and the whole bookcase fell down on us. | remember that.

And it was like all this noise. And nobody said anything from across the hall. The whole bookcase,
everything was down on the floor, we had to put it all back up.

Mary: OK, so it was a furnished apartment then.
Marjorie: Yes! It was a furnished apartment across the hall.
Mary: Oh, Jane had... that was their 2nd apartment...?

Marjorie: | don't know what it was, but they had that 2nd — it was just across the hall. The hall, a door
here and a door here. And a kitchen and all that. | know it was 2nd story because their apartment is on
the 2nd story. And the next morning, Bill couldn't wake up. We were supposed to have been back in
Warwick and | was living with Mr. Nyland and he was freaking out, “Where was 1?” | don't know what
happened — | guess | had to call first thing in the morning.

Well, weirdest thing is | get up and | go to the bathroom to look at myself and I'm swollen like a frog.
My jowls, when | walked, my whole thing jiggled and | was skinny. It was jiggling like this. And I'm
looking at myself, and | thought “What the hell happened — | was transformed into a frog overnight!”
(much laughter) | was all swollen. Well, anyway, we took a bus home. We somehow took a cab to the
bus station. And | went to the hospital and | had an ear infection. But wah!? So | will never forget that,
like it was the most bizarre experience. And | think it took a day for Bill and Mary Jo to get back
because he had to get sober to fly home.

And | remember another time driving up there in my old Mercury station wagon — we're driving along at
90 miles an hour — yeah, we were going 90 miles an hour. That's how Joe drove. All of a sudden, the
hood flew up and it was behind us. So we had to turn around, pick that thing up and put it in the back
of the car. We had to find that. Then that night it rained and | was wondering how we were going to get
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home without the engine cutting out. And | remember another time it hydroplaned on the way, and |
was driving and | remember Joe was an excellent driver and he grabbed the wheel and got me to miss
2 mile markers or something. Very strange things happened that whole.... That's why | was... talks to
be in my house last night, and then this guy to show up a little earlier. Very... | mean that kind of
energy.

That was the interesting thing. The energy around Jane was, um... well | love to use his term “not
based on logic but spontaneity.” And see, | would go back and I'd read those things in a very different,
much more aware way than at the time. Because Gurdjieff — of course we were young, how much we
understood, how much we had broken down our logic. And that's where Jane was coming from. It was
not logic. Seth was not coming from logic.

Mary: Right.

Marjorie: | think that's why we were attracted to it, whereas, Gurdjieff - although he speaks about
Gurdjieff. I've never heard of an enlightened being talk about Gurdjieff, which | find really interesting.
He speaks about him and says very great enlightened being. And we always wondered who was
Gurdjieff and | don't know where he's coming from, how he's relating to that. But, um....

Mary: Now when you say “he” again, could you say the name for me again?
Marjorie: Yes. Paramahomson Nithyananda [spelled] He's um....
Mary: You mentioned him, but | just was sure that in transcribing | ....

Marjorie: Oh, yes. January 3, | found him. He hooked me from YouTube. He hooked me. What |
love about one of the ways he’s talking, this summer — he gives these three month or three week
things in India. He’s here in America right now. So I'm going to New York on the 30t to see him. He
gives some free programs.

But this is something that goes back to Seth. One of his things — this summer he's talking about
spontaneity and that there's two kinds of cultures. One is based on logic and perfection and the other
spontaneity.... It's logic and spontaneity. So logic is the Western and it's all based on memory.
Whereas the Eastern is spontaneity. It's not even based — it's the moment kind of thing. They live very
differently. And he tells these stories of his own life which don't — logic won't work — because he was
really living as a child in these things, things that make me weep when | hear the stories from his own
life. And, um, it's like, I've realized creativity, to be creative, you can't use logic.

And then this is what | think about with Jane and these bizarre events happening outside of logic. You
can't logically say what happened. Maybe you can go back and fit it together. And then what
Nithyananda says sometimes, “It's either everything is a miracle or nothing is a miracle.” And the
reason we think it's a miracle is we don't see how it works. But he's so vast, he's always ripping away
any kind of structure you are going to put in your brain. Which | feel like what Seth was doing. The
same kind of...

Mary: The more | understand it, the more | feel that is the case.

Marjorie: Yes, it's ripping away what binds us, and I'd have to go back and | know where my books
are on the shelf — for some reason | got into this was — it may have been this Spring, early Spring. |
have to remember when | ordered them. | got them and then | sometimes have no time to read
whatsoever until it snows. But, definitely there was an experience going to Seth. It was out of what we
knew.

And oh the night that Mr. Nyland went. So she wanted — Mr. Nyland wanted to know because we were
gung-ho on this and I'd come back and tell him all of that and he was the teacher holding this whole
thing together — he had his group of how many — all across the country. We’d travel across the country
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to these various groups. And so he drove up one time with us, or we drove him up, or | drove him up —
| don't know how it went. And he sat there and he smoked his pipe because everybody was smoking

in those days. And, you will find this in Sue's book. The conversation that went on with Mr. - Dr.
Nyland, | think they called him. And it is in there, because | did find the transcripts on that. It was really
interesting. | think the papers have what was said. It talked about Gurdjieff. So go back and look on
that because | have a... | have to refresh my memory of what it was.

Mr. Nyland did find it interesting but he was a very powerful man, but he had not reached his goal. Mr.
Nyland's thing which he said to me, unfortunately he missed Baba because Baba was in Oakland in
those days and he called him the Oakland Guru. And he felt if you meditated you'd fall asleep. Now
that may have been Gurdjieff’s thing. Now Gurdjieff used the word kundabuffer as illusion or Maya and
— which | don’t know how it went with Kundalini, the energy that awakened. So why was he calling it
kundabuffer. Because Gurdjieff used all those bizarre words to break logic again, to definitely break
logic so you couldn’t logically fit them into your structure. But to use the word, kundabuffer, | don’t
quite know — that is what illusion — kundabuffer was the great kundabuffer, was Maya — you couldn’t
see because of kundabuffer. Whereas, Kundalini is the force that ultimately takes you — it is the force.

It's interesting, you know, but going back, it's always this thing that | think Seth was my first experience
of breaking logic. Really. | mean, because Gurdjieff was no longer around, Mr. Nyland was teaching it
logically but he was very powerful and very perceptive. But he was offended because during the class,
| think it was Jane Roberts calling him a guy — or the week before, she said, “This guy's coming.” And
Mr. Nyland, you know he’s... you know he was 80 and he was Dr. Nyland — he had a PhD in chemistry,
and he was Dr. Nyland, and he should be treated with respect, right? And he was called, “The Guy.”

Well you know what? He calls everybody a guy. “So you guys...” (laughing) Cast that one! Get rid of
your ego on that one! (laughing) Interesting, you know.

| don't know if | know any more stuff. Do you want to ask me anything?

Mary: Well, | don't have specific questions | guess, just because I.... Did you recall asking Seth any
questions....

Marjorie: Oh, | asked questions. At that time | was trying to solve why was | with this man, Mr.
Nyland. It was so binding and it was so painful. And that's that poem that came out — | was beating
myself with a rubber hose behind the barn.

Mary: I'll have to find that one. And if | do, I'll send it....

Marjorie: Yes, would you? It's somewhere.

Mary: ['ve typed many many poems that Jane did. | keyed them into the computer, so.... | don't recall
it particularly, but | will check.

Marjorie: | have somewhere, a box about this thick — of, | guess Hugh, right, his notes. Where are all
these people? Some of them are gone aren't they? He was older.

Mary: Yes, Hugh passed away several years ago and unfortunately he had some health issues
before he passed, so | wasn't able to interview him.

Marjorie: So you never met him.

Mary: | never met him. | do know that Sue Watkins visited him on occasion and | visited with Sue a
couple of weeks ago because | was up in her area of the state.

Marjorie: Where’s she now?
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Mary: She’s in Pen Yan, it’s in the Finger Lakes area.
Marjorie: Oh, she’s up there? She was kinda the closest one to Jane, wasn't she?

Mary: | think so, yes. There's quite a number of people who have passed on that | tried to contact. |
can’t think of them right now.

Marjorie: It's too bad with Bill. Bill was such a maverick. Bill was wild. | got Bill into Siddha Yoga
somehow or he came at my recommendation. He ended up traveling the world with Gurumayi. So he
was doing the videos and he got very close. He got himself really cleaned up before he died and then
he moved to Hawaii for the last 6 years of his life. He died in paradise. He did die of colon cancer, it
was in the winter he was um, decided to get himself healthy, and then | guess he died April 22 or 23rd
because they were cutting the trees down that day. My friend built that house which stole my privacy.
I'll just never forget this. Because that's New Jersey right there. My friend bought the property and
these blooming apple trees. | was screaming at them, probably the moment Bill was dying in Hawaii.
“We’re cutting these trees, you know.” How bizarre. Another bizarre thing.

Bill — here’s a sample of Bill. Bill went to the hospital, he was way too far gone. His father had died of
colon cancer and he had never been checked. So they sent him home, and they said maybe he had a
week to go. Bill had a son. Mary Jo, they got married, they had a daughter, Belle, he had another son.
First marriage, | don’t know where that was. Then he had a... before Mary Jo he was married to Dell
and they had a son, Han2, somewhere in the Caribbean on a boat, because Bill was also a sailor. That
was our fantasy. We were all going to go around the world in Bill's sailboat. We had all these fantasies.
He was a pilot — he was a very energetic, wild guy. So, Mary Jo got in touch with Han, the son, and
another friend, Rodney, in CA and they arranged to get to Hawaii to see Bill. Well, they got to Hawaii
and Bill was alive, but they had to fly from one island to the next and he died in that hour. So they got
there and they missed him and Han hadn’t seen his father in 20 or 30 years. It was really, really bad. It
was devastating. And Belle, the daughter, didn’t get to see him. But | was calling Bill every night. And
the night before | spoke to him and | said, “Bill, I'm going to talk to you until you go. I'll go with you to
the gate.” And he said, “Well, for a few more bucks, | might be able to get you in.” And that was Bill.

Mary: Is Mary Jo's last name Hennigar? Did she take his name?

Marjorie: Yes, she was Mary Jo Hennigar, but she’s not that now. | will send you, I’'m going to give
your her emails address, I'll email it to you. And she may want to do this. Mary Jo is a true blue dear
dear soul. Things hurt her a lot. | think she thought Bill was her soul mate, but they were very different.
Mary Jo is very structured and very true blue, and Bill is just all over the place. Nuts! Bill was nuts.
Very creative, very alive, did pornographic films, in one early part of his life. Then when he was first
here in the Gurdjieff group he had an electrical business, then he had a sound workshop where he
had a store where it was records and sound record... you know... Then he had a charter business,
when he went with Mary Jo he started a charter business. So that's why we had the plane. He was
Shardipoint (sp?) Air, CA, because | designed the logo. No, it wasn’t CJT, it was something else.
Anyway that’'s why he had a 4-seater plane. So we could fly up to Elmira in the 4-seater. We flew a lot.
It was great, coming into this airport at night, it was 1 o’clock in the morning. | don’t know why we flew
with Bill. Grace was there — it wasn’t my time, that’s for sure.

| think you should talk to Mary Jo.2 There were a lot of young people there.

Mary: Right. There was the group from... the New York boys. Were you there when they... they were
a very rowdy group, so | interviewed quite a few of them.

Marjorie: When did they start? When did the meetings start?

2 Names may be incorrect —

3 Unfortunately, I was unable to interview her.

Page 6 of 11



Corbett, Marjorie 2009/10/12

Mary: The very first years were in the late 60's, but 70, 71, 72 kept picking up, and then I think they
quit in February '75. They quit when Rob and Jane moved to the Hill House.

Marjorie: | see. OK. So why we stopped, I'm not so sure. It may have been weather wise, impossible
to drive in the winter. Because it was summer, | remember it was summer when we were flying and |
remember that weird night was summer, it was hot. | think maybe the weather just became inclement
and was too hard to deal with it.

Mary: There are some records of attendance, but those kind of fell by the wayside as the years went
on.

Marjorie: Didn't she state at the beginning of the meeting who was there?
Mary: There were lists where people would sign in at times, but they kind of....

Marjorie: Well, it was not very big — maybe 20 people or so, sometimes 10, sometimes... you know
they weren't big groups at all. They were very intimate.

Mary: At the end years there were more than that, close to 20 and even more because there were
more and more people coming. So maybe when it got really large....

Marjorie: | don't remember how we stopped going. Maybe, | think that overnight experience was
pretty bizarre and we started to go, “What the hell is going on here?” We started to go wait a minute,
is this the energy we really want to be part of? Because it was a very strange energy, | mean it was
unchecked. | have to say it was unchecked. Very exciting — of course, you have contact with a
disincarnate being and then we would go, oh is Jane really doing this? You know she's talking and all
of a sudden she’s quiet for a minute and then this “NOW,” comes through, this booming voice, and she
spoke, but the words were incredible. “So well what do you think? Do you really think Jane, this is a
part of her...?” You go through all of that stuff.

But, | have —it's been so chaotic, | remember coming across, in the last 5 years, and | wouldn't throw
anything out because | have a hard time throwing anything out, especially that box. So | should look
for that and see if | can get it to you. It may be a repeat of what you have though.

Mary: That would be great.

Marjorie: It may be what you have.

Mary: Well, sometimes it has just a little difference.

Marjorie: I'm not sure what's in there. | didn't take notes. It's been so long ago and | was what, 25,
267 [Marjorie talking to a pet she’s letting in.] Um, so what's going on with Seth now? | mean
obviously, there are these groups around, right?

Mary: Books are still being translated into different languages. People are, you know, there is
something about the material that, most people who really like it tend to be very independent. Not
joiners. So an organization starts to form, and very often they'll have some conferences and they'll
connect people together, but it doesn't hold together because people like the connections but not the
organization. | mean, they're not against the organization, but it just.... And over the years, I've known
more and more people who are really putting the ideas into practice in their lives.

One book called The Magical Approach, was published after Jane's death, and...

Marjorie: It's her book?

Page 7 of 11



Corbett, Marjorie 2009/10/12

Mary: Yes, it's a Seth book. And there's more books that have come out of previously unpublished
things, so it intrigues a lot of us. | really try to use the ideas all the time and it makes life very
interesting.

Marjorie: Yeah, see now that's interesting. Somehow, | ended up with a guru, with an enlightened
master. And, um, so somehow in my life, been a teacher. | do feel extremely blessed there has been
three enlightened beings in my life. That’s like whoa, whoa. And you look at the path — how did | get
where | got, what are the elements that shoved me here. It's almost like, | feel like billiard balls on a
table. You get knocked here and knocked there. And you end up where you end up or the next step is
where the next step is. So it's really interesting that you bring up the Seth now and my whole
recollection of it is the unstructured-ness of it. Whereas | know that there's a very... | know you have to
have some structure in your life to attain the goal. | mean it's like you must have an inner discipline.
You must have an inner discipline. You have to do something to go against the flow of
unconsciousness. You have to make an effort against it because it is easy to stay asleep.

| lived in —when | was going to Seth, | lived in this old thing that was falling apart. It's been torn down
now. And that was interesting because | was living in this house when | left Mr. Nyland. There was a
woman living in this house, Evvie, who moved to High Point, N. Carolina where she was from. And it
was this little house — | think | was paying $100 in rent. It was wonderful, in the back of a field. Well it
turns out, when | got involved with Siddha Yoga, got involved with Baba, | took a course. The first day
of the course, the men were here and the women were here. And | was sitting and at the break, this
guy turns around, way in the front and looks back. And | thought.... And he was looking at me, and
then at the end of the break, | went up to him and | went “Jed?”

Jed was my boyfriend when | was 16 in Palo Alto, CA.
Mary: (laughing) Oh wow.

Marjorie: So Jed and | talked. Well, his wife was there, they were pregnant with their first child. They
wanted to have a place close to the ashram in South Fallsberg from the city where they were living in
SoHo. Well, they ended up buying the property that | was living on. They bought the main house, and
so, they bought me! Well that didn't last long. We ran a meditation center for a while but | had to quit it.
| couldn't handle Jed.

And then | met John and within 3 months John bought this house. John is 12 years younger than | am.
We bought this house and that was 19 years ago.

Mary: Wow, that's wonderful.

Marjorie: We bought this house. His mother picked it out because it was on sale. For sale in 1991, |
don't know. And | looked at the basement because | was working out of a 12 by 17 space for all my
signs and it was horrible. So | saw this unfinished basement — | didn't look at the house. As | say |
bought a basement with a view. So, ends up, because the front door is that window down there, and
you came up these stairs which were basement steps. So then this house became a project.

Just to get back to Seth, when I look at it, | had this structure which was very painful — very painful,
binding experience, but it was a spiritual framework. And it took me away from California, cause | was
going to... | didn't want to come here. | had to come here and then all this stuff happened. And so...
then Seth comes in with this whole other — not a different philosophy — but from another angle. And
chaos. You know, it was — do people say that it was wild? Or just nuts, or...?

Mary: Some.

Marjorie: | thought it was nuts.
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[Phone interruption; end of tape 2]

Marjorie: But that was a period, very — seven years of my life, but because there was so much
personal pain, | think a lot of it | don't remember. People tell me these stories. It was tough. And here |
was 21 years old, it was 1977.

Mary: It's amazing that he was able to get you to agree.

Marjorie: Well, what it really was... | was so mesmerized by the ideas of Gurdjieff and this is what |
wanted. And he said, “You have such a strong need for god, that | think you'd kill yourself if you hadn't
met me.” Which was interesting, and he worked with guilt. But he felt he only needed 3 years with me.
And | had this experience with him one time, when he came — he came to San Francisco just to see
me personally. And | insisted he go see the group. And | had been at the group 6 weeks or 8 weeks
and | show up with the teacher. And boy, did that cause.... Nobody knew he was coming and | bring
him? How did this new member, it was unbelievable. But | — you, you’re coming for the group. | was
telling him what to do. You're not coming to see me. You’re the teacher. You come to see these
people. And he did that. He did have the graciousness to do that. So we had all these meetings. But it
was very, very painful. But what it was, is that inside of me, | was waiting for the guru. And so, he was
the closest thing that ever was — these were the teachings — | had vast experience with the ideas, and
then | meet Mr. Nyland and my first question to him on the first night was, “Mr. Nyland, if | work on
myself with Gurdjieff will | be able to avoid the fate that astrology has set up for me.” That was my
question, In other words, if | work on myself, can | avoid you? [laughter] | do not remember what he
said.

| had very bizarre experiences with him — they were very painful. And very isolating but the feeling
was, when | met him and he wanted me to come East. | felt | was like a wanted poster and | had to go.
| didn’t have a choice. It was a deep sense of Karma. And if you look at our astrology charts, spiritually
they were absolutely beautiful together and physically they were like this. And that was the
relationship. And yet he wanted a physical relationship and he was my guru. | called him nothing but
Mr. Nyland. He wanted to get complete — and said you are the first woman — I'm not worried about
your age, it has nothing to do with you age. You have what | have now after my lifetime, how do you
have it. Because it was my intuition, and | looked at it as... He said, “you have perfect intuition.”
Whatever that meant in his world, but for him it was... He treated me as an equal, very much as an
equal. We had great conversations, but what he wanted was to prevent me from having to live out the
experience to make my intuition real. And so, when he came to visit one time we had a conversation
and | remember him just begging me, trying to see him. He was trying to make me see him. Who he
was. And all of a sudden every... [talking to dog Buddy] When we were talking all of a sudden it was
the moment. And what | experienced inside was an opening and | couldn’t grasp it and | went back on
— he used the word juggernaut — the wheel of Karma — and | went back and | think at that moment
there wasn’t the power to go beyond. And | saw | had to go through the cycle of my life to gain wisdom
or whatever you want to put it. And this was one of the recent talks which Nithyananda is talking about
is dying, when you die and he’s talking about break. Is this enough power to break. And you get the
idea it’s really breaking through something to become enlightened. It's breaking through the mental
burden — the mental — whatever it is that we cling to. So the word break. And that is my experience.
This moment | couldn’t break through. And so | had to go around this horrible — it was very bad. When
I moved to New York, | spent the first 2 years looking for a tree to hang myself in — | was so alive and
then it was so repressed. It was he was this repression to me. Who knows what all that was.

I had an experience — the first night | went to take him home after a concert. He played the piano. It
was music they called it — he just extemporized on the piano and it was incredible. Because | saw
colors when he spoke. He was speaking in another language when he did it. He was very gifted in that
way. | knew even at the time | would hear it after he died. And it would be very painful to hear after he
died. | could hear it in the future which was really weird. When we spoke.... Somebody gave up their
apartment and he was sitting smoking his pipe— “darling, darling, darling, I'm so glad | found you.” It
was like sitting in the attic with your grandfather who was a magician. That was how | felt. This
moment. And | said, “is it really true that whatever you want, you can really have it.” He went, “yes
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darling, yes darling. Make me some coffee.” And | went into this little kitchen to make him coffee and
all of a sudden — all | know is | went through darkness, | fell through darkness. It was so powerful, | fell
to the floor and | remember sliding down the refrigerator on my back. And being a Sagittarian | feel
that | saw these ideas of Gurdjieff they were so far out for me that whew — plowed through me. That
arrow just hit a wall. And from then on it was very, very painful, very painful. Something happened. To
this day | don’t know what it is. One psychic once said it's a bubble of Karma that came in this life that
| didn’t bring with me. Don’t know what it is. So my first years with Baba — it's funny with Nithyananda
intensive. Baba had a black car and he had... Mr. Nyland when he started to lose his eyesight he had
a white car and people drove him and he had his Kleenex, his Briggs tobacco and his pipes all lined
up on the dashboard. And his koekjes, these Dutch candies, because he was Dutch. So here in the
seat was Kleenex, the koekjes and his pipes set up. And a white car. The ashram in South Falls ...
during these intensives that | took every one there was while he was here. | was just so hungry for
this. And they were affordable in those days. One break at lunch time Baba was still in the hall and |
walked past a car — he had a black car — in his car he had a pipe, he had a box of Kleenex, and Baba
had Rochers, it was a black car, it was the same but the opposite. It was really interesting. Those are
things — who knows.

But those first years — | cried in a lot of those intensives. | had friends — there’s Marjorie over there
crying about Mr. Nyland. Because it was so painful. And | remember first experiencing that while | was
on the path to unwind and | actually got more and more and more bound. So — the first night | met
Baba came home and it was like a whole page had just turned. And that was the same thing that
happened when | met one night just when | found out about the ideas of Gurdijieff. It was literally like |
became a whole different person. It was instant. That’s the the same thing the first night with Baba — |
came home and | was never the same person after that. And | would say there was another time with
Mr. Nyland on a trip because | drove him across the country 3 or 4 times. And one night we were in a
motel and | was reading — and he was whatever he was doing — in his chair reading. And | was so
resistant to him. Almost hatred resisting him. It was awful, awful for me to do this. His whole touch
repulsed me. It was unbelievable for me — pain. And all of a sudden, this explosion in my chest. It was
like my heart was opening up. My heart was opening up — it was done with resistance and my
perception was never the same after that either. It was like something happened. When he talks about
growth is not gradual he said, it is quantum — you make quantum leaps. So that’'s what | think of as
this quantum leap. If it's gradual you're not really going anywhere which | found interesting. So it's
almost again, you’ve got to get the power together to break through.

Do you know that Zen story? I've heard it before and | love it. He mentioned it again a little more
elaborate. There was a Zen Master who became enlightened in a boat. Where he was on a lake
meditating very quietly when all of a sudden a boat bumps and he sees the boats hit him and he is so
angry — angry that someone has disturbed his meditation. Until he realized there was no one in the
boat. When he realized that, he became enlightened because there was nobody outside himself to
become angry at. And that kind of intensity — another way how you can turn adversity into great
growth.

Well, it seems like your life is going magical because all these things are working so you can do what
you should do. Wonderful.

Mary: ltis. It's fascinating and it's also interesting to me how people who went to the original Seth
classes — how their lives have branched off in different ways. Some are reading the Course in
Miracles, now. Some are — well, your experience, then there's some people who are still very much
with the Seth material, others who have gone to different channeled entities or information.
Marjorie: Still seeking, just always moving forward.

Mary: It's interesting.
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Marjorie: It's wonderful, what great work you are doing now. | mean immediately.... | got what it was,
the value of this because there are people that hunger for it. Did you see the Christian the lion videos,
last year it was really big on YouTube. Oh gosh, I've started buying all these Christian the lion was a
cub that was born in 1970, it was Christmas time, by these two guys from Harrods in England. Then
they kept him for 9 months but he was too big and you saw that when they greeted him...

Mary: Yes | LOVED that.

Marjorie: So that became a compulsion for me, | found any book where there was any mention of it, |
found what’s-his-name you know that guy that took him in Africa. Yes, well that kind of compulsion
where you want to find any kernel, and that’s what | feel that you're doing is you're gathering the
kernels before they are burned or lost or buried for people.

Mary: And it's so much fun. I’'m really doing it out of my own...

Marjorie: Joy. | want you to stay in touch. And I'm going to look for those things. Email me. Please
stay in touch. (A bit more conversation about email accounts — end of interview.)
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