Yaudes, Leonard Interview 2009/10/13

Mary Dillman: This is an interview with Leonard
Yaudes, October...

Leonard Yaudes: Thirteenth.

Mary Dillman: — 13, 2009, in his home in Elmira, New
York.

Leonard Yaudes: Welcome.

Mary Dillman: Thank you. Leonard, I am so glad that

you offered to do this again because the
first tape had some bad spots in it, and
you're a very important person to Jane and Rob because you were
friends for so many years.

Leonard Yaudes: We were. And somebody told me she dedicated a book to me, but |
don't know whether that's true or not.

Mary Dillman: I'll have to look that up.

Leonard Yaudes: But yes, they were very dear friends when I moved to Elmira in
1958. My brother and I were sharing an apartment, but that didn't
work out, and then there was an apartment for rent. And I didn't
know them at the time, but we were on the second floor and our
doors were right across from each other, and we immediately
became friends.

Mary Dillman: That was at 458 West Water?

Leonard Yaudes: 458 West Water Street. And I will send you a picture of that house
because it's on a postcard. The house is quite well-known because
of the people who had it built, the Shoemakers. But immediately
we just, we bonded. Some of the things we talked about, she would
laugh about later and we would.... And then she had written a
book — do you know about that?

Mary Dillman: The Rebellers? Maybe a science fiction one or —
Leonard Yaudes: Yes, something like that. And I read the book. It was in paperback,
and she had a vision of the future. It was about the hills around

here being denuded of the trees. And since we've had these fires in
California and different places and life has become so complicated
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— you know, at the time I thought, well, Jane, you're crazy, but |
mean she was describing the hills as we know them here because
our hills are so beautiful here in the Chemung Valley. And so in
later years I've been really impressed with that. She was very
healthy then and Robbie was busy painting. They always shared
the paintings with me.

Later I moved downstairs in a really big, two-bedroom apartment;
and Robbie would bring paintings down — bigger ones. He usually
did small ones, but I know there was one that [ was very much
pleased with. It was a seascape. He rarely did the sea, but they had
lived in Key West before they came to Elmira — or in the Keys. It
wasn't Key West. But there was this beautiful ocean scene. The
first cocktail party I gave there that that painting was up, someone
bought it. I only had to use it for about a week. I mean I really
regretted seeing it go, but the people who bought it were good
friends of theirs too. I'm glad they have it now.

Do you remember who they are?

Yes, he was a dentist that lived in our neighborhood there. I'll think
of their names. It will come to me. They have since moved up on
the hill, but it will come back to me. He was a dentist.

Not Colucci?

Colucci, yes. Marie.

I recognize the name from —

Yes. Well, you must know Marie. You have to get acquainted with
her.

Oh, I haven't actually met her.
Oh, you haven't?

No.

Oh, you must meet Marie.

Oh, okay, so she still lives —
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As far as [ know, yeah. Uh-huh.

Okay. I did meet with Margaret Bumbalo recently. They lived up
there, near across from Jane and Rob kind of. Margaret and John
[Joe].

I don't think I ever met them.

Oh, okay. I'm not sure because there's so many commonalities with
the people that Jane and Rob knew.

One thing I did think of last night, when I first met Jane and
Robbie, that was in 1950 — actually it was in 1962 because my
brother and I had an apartment for three years together, so '61 or
'62, along in there. Jane had this big, mangy shepherd dog, collie
mix. It was a nice size dog, and one day when we were talking and
she had finished her book about forests and she just looked at this
dog, she said, "We figure if everything goes to hell, he'll be good
eating at least." That just shocked the heck out of me. She said,
"Well, people in the Orient eat dog. Get over it."

And then when she started having people in to share her
experiences with, one woman and her husband brought a really
wild, cat-type animal. I can't think of the breed of it. I mean it's a
wild animal. [Deb: Per the 2003 interview, it was an ocelot.] It’s
never domesticated, but a few people do have it in their homes. I'll
find out the name of that animal from Ann Kraky. She may know.
That's another friend of Jane's, and she lives here in town.

I haven't contacted her for an interview. [ wasn't sure how close she
was to Jane and Rob.

Well, she knew them well, but she arrived at 458 — we always
called it because there was such a collection of us there. There
were eight apartments. Mine was the largest. Well, there were two
large apartments, and then there were three on the first floor and
three on the second floor and two on the third floor. Everybody
was different. We had professional people, schoolteachers and
Robbie and Jane and then on the other big apartment, and she was
very fond of them. The Walls moved in and he was a retired ship
captain from Ireland. Mrs. Wall, her family owned a big
department store here in town. She had gone to New York City
right after she left school, and she had a job with a big law firm,
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and she handled the Barbara Hutton estate, if you know anything
about the Woolworth family.

Wow. Yeah. Yeah.

And so then she went on a cruise with some of her girlfriends and
she met John Wall. He was the captain of the ship they were on.
They fell in love and later on they got married and he was just a
wonderful, great, great Irishman. They wanted a cat so they went
out here to get the cat. When John got home he said, "This is Suzy.
Can you imagine out there they called it a common, ordinary barn
cat?" Now you can ask me some questions.

I occasionally look at the recorder only because I want to make
sure it's recording. Well, I guess I was curious as to when Jane had
her ESP classes on Tuesday nights, that must have been a great
deal of noise for the neighbors. Maybe not.

I didn’t bother it. I was pleased that Jane was getting such a good
reception, and I knew several of the people that were coming and
going. At the time I did have an apartment right across from them,
but then when this big apartment opened up, I took that. They were
directly over me. The only thing that bothered me, and I regret that
I did it very much, but there would be this constant flushing of
toilets. And one night I just got so upset, I went downstairs and
turned the water off. Then I realized how stupid that was and went
back and turned it on.

We all do that sometimes.

Other than that, there was never any disturbance and they were
very, very nice friends. We never had a bad word between us. And
when they traveled, I took care of their cat in the apartment. When
I traveled, they took care of my apartment. And Richard, he wrote
the Seagull or something about the seagull. I don't know if I got it
up there in that group of books or not.

Oh, Richard Bach?

Richard Bach, yeah. He came with his — this woman that helps you
write books.

Editor?
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Editor. And Jane knew I was away at the Cape for the summer and
so she said, "Well, just use Leonard's apartment." And he wrote me
a nice note on how comfortable was, he didn't want to leave, and
all that stuff. But they were always interesting. I don't want to give
the impression that they were over at my place all the while or
downstairs, but we were just good friends. You never felt if you
dropped in that you were in their way, and I gave them the New
York Times or anything I thought they would be interested in
because they were interested in everything.

And at the Cape, at the end there's Provincetown and they have a
weekly paper. So I would give that to them. Robbie said, "Boy, he
said, that last one I really enjoyed because there was a map of
Provincetown, the town." And he said, "Now when I read the news
of what's happening, I put an X where... He said I'm getting
acquainted with the town through this." I thought that was very
unique. That's the kind of people they were. But they had traveled
quite a bit, too.

When I visited Rob and Laurel, probably after 2000, he showed me
an article in the Provincetown newspaper. At the time I thought —
he said, "This is really a good newspaper. You might want to get
it." And at the time I thought, "How would he happen to get that?"
but you're the connection.

Yeah, I'm the connection because they did like it, but they liked all
the papers. I mean anything I bought to read, Jane and he would
read it, sometimes together and then they would discuss it. But
they were cut from a different cloth, and yet they fit in with
everybody too. They had been in the Florida Keys for a while. |
don't know about that. Do you know about that?

Just vaguely, yes. I believe Jane's father was down there is what
got them to go so...

Maybe. And they lived in a — she said it was a small trailer for a
while, at least one winter and perhaps more. And then I never
asked as question, but then they ended up in California. I don't
know what they did out there or where it was. But before they
came back East, they bought a new Cadillac convertible which I
don't know where they got the money, if there was family money
on one side or another. But anyhow, when they got into Elmira, we
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had a six-car garage out there for the tenants. He put it in there. It
just sat. They just never used it. I said, "Well, Robbie, every day it
sits there it's costing you money." I said, "Sell the darn thing." He
says, "Oh, I never gave it a thought." So he put an ad in the paper.
It went immediately. It was immaculate. Then for the longest
while, they just didn't have cars. I mean there was no need for
them. They could walk to the grocery store and walk downtown
which they thoroughly liked to do.

One of my favorite memories of Jane, she worked at the Arnot Art
Museum. I do hope you get a chance to go through that. There's a
wonderful collection there now. And she worked there. I don't
know what she did, but one day I was driving up from downtown
and she was going to work. It was after lunchtime, and instead of
just walking along, she was sort of dancing along. I mean she was
so light-footed and only Jane. I mean she did what she felt like
doing at the moment. She despised — maybe that's a strong word.
She disliked people who didn't know enough to be intelligent. She
didn't like people who didn't read or know what was going on.
That's why they loved The Times. Often they would ask me
questions about what I thought about that article and stuff. Of
course nobody reads the whole 7imes you know.

Yeah, that's quite a paper.

But they were wonderful. And then oddly enough there was
another couple, Dr. Stamp and his wife, who lived in our little
group down there, and they moved up off Coleman Avenue here.
So then Jane and Robbie got restless, and they moved up almost
across from the Stamps which was a coincidence. And then just a
short time after that, this house became available and I heard about
it and I called the woman who owned it and I said, "I want to buy
your house." And so then the three of us are all right here close
together. Then the Stamps, he's a dentist and she was just the
jolliest, best person you'd ever want to meet. So we would have
some good laughs and good times together.

That's great. It did seem interesting that you ended up close to what
Jane and Rob called their hill house.

And they did love pets. After the one dog, when he died, they

started with cats. And whenever they would want to go someplace,
and it wasn't often. They'd had their traveling days. I mean they
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were still young then, but they wanted to stay and work there. And
I've always been, wherever I am, I have to get out in the ground
and work. I grew up on a farm. When that farm bug soil hits you,
you have to work in the soil in the springtime. So I would put the
garden in and then Robbie, being from the country too, he couldn't
leave it alone. He'd have to keep tying up my tomatoes and things.
Then we shared everything. One year | had morning glories
growing on the back porch there and they got up to his studio
windows. He was just overjoyed. But they were wonderful,
wonderful people. It was just so sad to see Jane go to pieces as she
did physically.

Yeah, that was very difficult, I would imagine. I never met Jane or
was even aware of her until after her death or her writings. You
didn't particularly sit in on any of the Seth sessions, did you?

No. She told me about the first experience they had. They were
alone there, if I remember right. And she said it was the strangest
experience, she said and she went on about it a little bit. And I said,
"Well, Jane, I don't think I'm interested in that." In fact, it struck
me, to be truthful, as a little humorous. I mean I'm not into any of
that stuff. I knew I couldn't keep a straight face sometimes because
she would go into these spells, I guess you'd call it, where Seth
talked through her. And I respected them, what she was doing, but
I never actually went over. She had some very intelligent people
coming there.

As I said, we've been going to Cape Cod since 1963. And I think it
was in the early seventies that summer near Provincetown out at
Truro down through to Wellfleet, the National Park Service
declared a clothing optional beach. I've always been one that
wanted to try everything. So one day I thought, oh, I guess I'll go
out to the clothing optional beach to see what it's all about. It was
five miles long, and I was a runner at the time, and I waited till the
tide went out and then the sand would be as hard as a gym floor,
and I would run down the beach. Someone way down had put a
pipe in the dunes and spring water came out, and someone else had
put a big glass there, a jar and we could drink water over there.
That was a good place to turn around and come back. That summer
after I went the one time, [ went every day.

About three or four days after I was home, Jane said, "Tell me
about the therapy you went through this past summer." And I said,
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"I didn't do therapy or anything like that, workshops." She said,
"Oh, no, don't kid me." She said, "I know that you went to therapy
or something this summer because you're so different." And I said,
"Well, what's different about me?" She said, "You're unlocked,"
which was a strange expression. I said, "Unlocked? What do you
mean?" She said, "It's like what you see is what you get, and you're
just totally relaxed. You're not on guard or anything like that." She
said, "You're just different. Now tell me all about it."

And I said, "Well, Jane, the only thing I did," I said, "I met a lot of
interesting people and some good conversation. But," I said, “it
was at the nudist beach." Well, that was like putting a lightbulb on.
"Tell me all about it." So then she said, "If it did that much good
for you," she said, "I'm going to experiment with it with my
group." I said, "Oh, Jane, | wouldn't do that." I said, "It's not
natural in the middle of winter with snow outside to run around
nude in the house." She said, "No," she said, "I think it's expressing
more freedom and just —" well, she went on. I said, "Okay, well,
who am I to boss you?" I said. But it didn't work. I mean it just
didn't work. And that's the only thing I know that she tried that
didn't succeed. And maybe it did with the smaller group? I never
pursued it. Maybe when she had special friends in. I'll have to ask
Peg Gallagher someday because they were very close friends, too.
She had wonderful friends. They were all bright.

Yeah, it appears that way.

One thing she hated was stupid people. Appreciated lots of
schooling. But I'd rather answer your questions, you know.

Oh, I guess I really love just doing this because I don't have so
many questions. I was going to ask you about the yardwork but
you touched on the fact that — because I understood that you took
care of the grounds a lot of times at the —

Well, I did. Mr. Spaziano, he and his brothers owned a big
restaurant over on Fifth Street. He was just working night and day,
and in addition he always stayed in condition, and he was the first
one that I ever knew went to New York to run in that big run. And
so I told him one day, I said, "Jim, I go nuts when I'm here in the
summer, what little time I am home." I said, "I'll do the lawn." So I
bought a lawn mower and he said, "Well, you might just as well
since you don't have anything else to do, you damn
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schoolteachers." So I thoroughly enjoyed it. I always planted
flowers and do things. Jane just loved that. They'd help take care of
them. It was very nice.

You were a schoolteacher?

I taught for ten years and let's see, yes. Then after my tenth year, |
decided I didn't want to teach anymore, at least in the junior high
school — or the senior high school. Teaching is teaching, but I did
go up to Corning for an interview and they encouraged me to work
up there. And so then I went on to see our superintendent who
happened to be a good friend of mine, and he said, "Oh, we don't
want to lose you." He said, "We're starting to give sabbatical
leaves. If you want to go and study guidance for a year, we'll pay
half your salary." So I knew I could live on that easily and still go
to school.

So the previous year to that, I had been the coordinator between
the University of Albany and a program for disadvantaged children
and mothers. I got highly involved with that, and I met a lot of
people from Albany. So the men made it easy for me to get
accepted and to get in. And I always get all the breaks in life
because as soon as I got there, the head of the personnel
department or that group that taught guidance, he called me aside
and he said, "You're a wee bit older than most of our students." He
said, "I need a psychometrist." I said, "What? I'm not a
psychometrist." He said, "It's a test Huber,” he said. “We're getting
all these Vietnam veterans back and they need to be tested before
we can let them enter the college." And he said, "It's a very easy
job and it pays well. You could set your own hours and do it
whenever it is convenient to you."

So I did that all the while I was at Albany, and I thoroughly
enjoyed it. Being a veteran myself, I enjoyed meeting our boys and
hearing their stories and getting them to relax and then I'd test
them. But again, grad school is always a good experience. You just
meet the nicest people in the world. I've done graduate work at
several colleges. It's always the bright people that try and do more
and more. And Plattsburgh, I was up there one summer taking a
couple of courses and I fell in love with Upstate New York, way,
way up. And Albany is nice. In fact, it's a very convenient place to
live because you're close to Boston, New York, and Montreal. Of
course I visited all of them frequently.

Page 9 of 31



Yaudes, Leonard Interview 2009/10/13

Mary Dillman:

Leonard Yaudes:

Mary Dillman:

Leonard Yaudes:

Mary Dillman:

I meet people easily. One time at the Cape [ met an architect from
Montreal and his wife. He was working for Air Canada. He was an
architect. He said, "Come up and stay with us some long
weekend." So we kept in touch. I couldn't imagine their hospitality.
He told me how to get to their home. He said, "And the door will
be unlocked. You just pull in and help yourself." He said, "The
room with the blue bedspread is your room." And so with that kind
of a background that he had, he showed me buildings and the big
cathedral there in Montreal, many things that I normally wouldn't
have seen. He worked for, whenever Air Canada decided they
needed to update one of their terminals someplace, he would be on
that project. Very, very interesting man. His last name was
McDonald. I got a kick out of it. Great Scottish name.

I've had a lot of wonderful experiences. But knowing Janie and
Rob, we did sort of drift apart because she got more and more into
what she was doing, but there was always that magic-ness. They
were interesting. Robbie would wait till after Christmas was over
and then he would make me a Christmas card with his artwork. I'll
dig some of them out for you because my relatives won't
appreciate it. It'd always be well after Christmas, but I always
treasured them.

One of the last ones that I remember vividly was he wrote a nice
message and drew a beautiful picture. [ will try to find that one for
you because he said, "And, oh, by the way, Laurel and I were
married, period." As only he could. I mean he was so laid-back.

He really was.

I was waiting for the next year, and we have a set of twins. But that
didn't happen. Laurel, I don't know where she comes from but at
that time her connection was out in the Southwest, but I think she

came from a very well-educated background.

I believe she came from lowa and I think her father was connected
with the University of [owa.

Yeah, that rings a bell.

And she's very, very bright. I may visit her this trip. I visit her on
occasion.
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Oh wonderful.

I wouldn't say we're close friends or anything, but she and Rob
both were very... they called themselves hermits and I guess in a
sense —

They're very private people.
— they really were very private.

Very private. And I'm sorry that I didn't get down to Sayre to see
them. I've never been in their home at Sayre. And I don't know
who's living in their home here.

It's vacant.
Oh, is it vacant?

It's been vacant, and shortly before Rob passed on, they bought a
second house in Sayre because Laurel evidently never liked the
first one, and Rob would joke about how they were growing out of
it. There wasn't enough room. So right now I believe Laurel has all
three houses but is probably — well, I don't know but maybe
looking to sell one or two at some point.

Well, I knew that Laurel was one of the tribe, because of what she
didn't say. One time let's see, oh, Laurel, she had gone to
someplace down in New Mexico or Arizona. So they still lived
here. She called me one day and she said, "Leonard, have you seen
Robbie?" I said, "No, not since you've been away." She said, "Well,
will you go up and see if he's okay? Because," she said, "I have
tried and tried and tried to get him and he doesn't answer the
phone."

So I went up immediately and I pounded on the back door and he
comes, big smile on his face. He wondered what I was up to 'cause
it wasn't that often I went up, but I said, "Are you all right?" He
said, "Yes." I said, "Well, call Laurel immediately." He said, "I
can't. My phone's dead. I said, "Well, get right in that car and go
down to my house" because they just lived up on the hill from me.
And so then he called the phone company while he was here and
the squirrels had eaten the wire, made it break in two. But they
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were a great part of my life, too.

But when you're young like that, you meet so many interesting
people and you can't keep track of all of them, be with all of them
all the time. And the nice thing about most of my friends, if I see
them now and I might not see them till Christmas, that's okay. I
mean that's the way we want it. And my favorite friend that comes
to visit me, I'm taking a class with he and his wife right at the
moment; and I overheard him say one day, "Well, you know,
Leonard likes to have company. But," he said, "boy, the second
time I see him look at that mantel clock, I better start getting my
coat. [ know it's time to leave." I'll never forget it. I said, "John, I'll
break my habit of that."

I think when you're used to living alone, because I live alone, that
it's nice to have company but it's also nice to be on your own.

I don't know whether it's come out because I haven't read — what's
her name? The girl that wrote the book?

Oh, Sue Watkins.

Sue. I don't know whether she makes mention of it in that book or
not and I have the book here. But she [Jane] had an abortion once.
[ mean it wasn't an abortion. It was oh, when it just a —

A miscarriage?

A miscarriage, yes. And she said that she and Robbie sketched it. I
mean they made a sketching of it, which I was kind of shocked but
knowing them, yes, they'd want proof that there was a Butts. But [
don't know how far along it was or anything. And then her teeth
went bad and another mutual friend of ours, Dr. O’'Neill’s son, was
a dentist. He would come up to the house. She wasn't able to go to
the dental office at all. All her teeth had to be removed, I think. I
know some of them did.

So he went up there and he and his wife were close friends that
they didn't see often, but it was a good friendship. A really good
friendship. But they really and truly enjoyed life. In fact, I believe I
told other people when they asked about them, I never — unlike
most married couples, I never heard one embarrass the other or say
anything critical of them. They just always were pleasant with each
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other and laughing and teasing and just they were a perfect pair if
there ever happened to be one.

That's nice to see. Nice to see.

And Robbie truly earned his way to heaven, if there is a heaven,
just taking care of her because he kept her home probably too long,
but then he called and said, "I just had to take Jane to St. Joe's." St.
Joseph's Hospital is a very caring hospital, and she received
wonderful care there. I should go down and tell sister about it. I
guess Laurel was here, too, at the time. I think she was here.

I don't think Laurel came until after Jane passed away.
Oh really? I was thinking she...

Yeah, they corresponded. She wrote to Jane and Rob. Well, I could
be wrong. And then when Rob was ill at the end, he chose to come
to St. Joseph's Hospital also because he felt he was dying evidently
at that point and he wanted to be in the same hospital as Jane
because in Sayre there's that big, other, Packer Hospital, or
whatever.

That's their clinic. They were wonderful, different, interesting,
terribly interesting people, quiet, uncritical of everybody, just
accepted life. Everybody that mattered, that had the least bit of
education, enjoyed knowing her very much. Our landlady, our
people we rented from in that big house — and I'll get you a picture
of that house today because it's down in one of the stores. It's a
postcard, and it's an interesting home. We just called ourselves the
458ers, you know the number of the house. But I lost my train of
thought. What was I saying. We all disappeared at the same time.

The people that owned the place? Were you talking —

Oh, yes. She and Jane, she was very, very bright and she and Jane
of course were great, great friends.

Is that the Spaziani’s?

Mm-hmm, the Spaziani’s. Then they moved out to Pine City and
we didn't see so much of them. But I think by then we had all, like
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the Spaziano’s too — no, that's not true because I remember taking
my rent check out there and finally he said, "Oh, just put it in the
mail." He said, "You don't have to drive all the way out here." It
wasn't that far. But he said, "It's inconvenient for ya." But now
she's gone and he's gone. But I did get reacquainted with one of
their sons, the Spaziani’s. He's living with a girl that I know very
well. She was divorced, and he's been divorced. So they work out
well. But here I am gossiping but ask me some questions.

Did Jane ever read any of her poetry to you or were you at
gatherings where she ever did that? Do you recall or not?

I think once she had some friends in and she did read some of her
poetry, but that brings up something that I let you read now. I'm
sorry I can't give it to you, but you never knew what to expect from
Jane. I have a sketch someplace that Robbie made of her that I will
find. I'm gonna go through all of my things to help my niece out
but, Jane liked art too, and she played with art, and I don't think
you want to look at that now, but you can take it back down to the
motel with you and read through it.! But I had serious heart
surgery, and Jane sat down and did all the artwork in it. She
describes being there.

Oh wow. This is absolutely gorgeous.
She was a fairly good artist, too.
Yeah, absolutely. What a wonderful card.

Yes, I think I will give it to Laurel because nobody in my family
would really appreciate it. They'd like it, but it's so special, and |
liked something she said. She knew me right down to the bare
bones. What the hell is this called? This was when I had my first
heart surgery. "Let your heart remember that it need never be
lonely. For even the trees in your backyard rustle their daily
greeting and each dusk and morning knows who you are. You've
made a place for yourself in this small town on a bright green
planet, spacious but inland. The hills, the sidewalks, and the
avenues know your step and gave life — your life is interwound
with many others in this sweet space and time. Elmira is —"

1 The Little Book to Leonard
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Part Leonard.

"—is part Leonard." I thought that was — when I was in the
hospital, "We kept the Leonard watch calling the hospital and we
talked to the universe saying, 'You take good care of our old
friend.' We know it would but figured there was no harm in
asking." If I read it right.

"Figured there was no harm in asking." Oh, that's beautiful.
The illustrations and everything.

Now, I'm going to ask you something and I want you to feel very
free to say no. Would you mind if [ made a copy of this?

Oh no.
Colored? Because that would be — you know, I —

It's very intimate. You know, it's her true expressions. But we were
never kissy-huggy or anything like that. She's a tiny little thing,
you know?

Right. I read one time where she said — of course it struck me — she
thought she could gain weight up to 95 pounds now.

There was nothing to her at all. Just a little bird flying around. So
bright. Interesting.

Yeah, this is — she did some amazing things and always questioned
instead of just taking it at... I think that's part of why I like some of
the information she did. She didn't just say, oh well, it just showed
up so it must be true. She was always exploring. Is it true or isn't it
true?

Yes, always asking questions and especially she would even take
an interest in what I was doing in school. She didn't want to know
names or anything, but she would say what kind of — because I was
a guidance counselor — "What kind of problems are our teenagers
having now?" because it was really the start of the sixties, but at
the time I didn't realize what a change we were living through, but
Jane was attuned to it. She said, "What are they telling you? How
are they changing?" She just really asked deep questions. She was
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very interested in what the youth were thinking. I imagine some of
those kids eat up her material. They were that kind of people. But
it was a strange time. I mean I don't know whether you got through
it or not, but it was —

Yeah, yeah. I'm 63 now so graduated from high school in 1964.

I know that I was impressed because at the time I was taking a
graduate course at Alfred University. The man would come down
to Corning to teach. It was at the end of the course, and he just, the
last class he said, "I usually get an exam, but I've heard —" it's a
small class. He said, "I've interacted with you so much and these
are such unsettled times that we won't have a final. You're all
through tonight." And that's how different, the colleges weren't
following the routine anymore.

And the change really started in a big, big way and it was just very
strange. [ mean I just didn't know what was going on. I felt I was
too old to join that group, but I watched them and I heard the new
music and everything and I just didn't know what the hell was
going on. It was more disturbing than a war actually because they
all felt this way and they asserted their rights. They believed what
it said in the Constitution and different documents. They weren't
just going to be ignored anymore. It was just a very, very
interesting time. Well, you ask me some questions. I'm going to go
show you something. I mean I'm going to bring it out. And these
are gonna go to Laurel. I had a wonderful sketch of Jane that
Robbie did, but I could not find it but this is when she gave me the
book.

"To Len, peace and our very best. Jane Roberts. Make your
personal reality." Oh, that's nice.

And Robbie, he did all kinds of ideas. That's one of his cubes.
Wow, yeah.

I know Laurel will enjoy these.

This was back in '71. Interesting.

And this is a still life. I think they're beautiful.
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Oh, they are, 1969.

They liked health foods. That's why he had fruit there. And then
this.

Whew, I like that. Yeah. What year was that done?

I don't know if he has it on there or not.

I think he has his name on it down in the bottom right.
Oh, '58 is it?

Fifty-nine, yeah, or fifty-eight maybe. Can't quite tell but
interesting.

I used to have it up but then I... Do I have too much?
Not at all.

I love it all. We have this wonderful decorator in town. Her name is
—she's from Belgium. I'll think of it. She helps me. Gives me ideas.
She comes down. She doesn't overcharge me or anything and she
picks out things that will go with the house because we want to
create the idea of a cottage at the lake. So a completely relaxing
home. And so with her help — Annie Werner is her name. Her
husband is an ophthalmologist and he's retired, but he was in
Belgium finishing up some specialist work for his profession, they
met and she's a person, she never knew Jane, but she just is one of
the nicest people you'll ever meet in this world. Just always the
same. In decorating she gets the feeling of you and she builds on
that. She doesn't ask a lot of questions, but she will come in and
say, "Do you like that?" Yeah, I like that. And "Do you really like
that? I want things that you really like."

That's great.

One of the last times that she and her partner — she took a partner.
The woman was from Holland or no, she was from California but
her husband was from Holland. He was with one of the big

companies. And 1°d had the curtains and shades and things in here
done and this lady from Holland, she came in with Annie one day
and she said — she didn't even ask me, this lady from Holland, she
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just ripped those damn drapes down and the curtains and the
shades that were up. She said, "Open this room up so you can look
outside all the time. So then I said, "Well, can't I have some
privacy?" She said, "Yeah, we'll go pick out some blinds." So she
picked out these blinds for me.

That's funny.

Oh Lord. But I'd be glad to tell you more about Jane and Robbie.
Just a treat in life. A real treat.

Yeah, well I think you've touched on quite a few things. I can't
really think of specifics. There were occasionally parties I know
that Jane and Rob had. Did they in the early days or not?

Yeah, they had parties but I never went to them really. Maybe one
or two. But again, [ was brought up very conservatively and they
picked up on the new life, I will call it, the change. And some of
the people that came, they had some outlandish ideas. There
always are a few that go too far. I asked her one day, "Where do
you meet all these people?" She said, "Stop your judging. Don't
want to hear it." But Peg Gallagher was one of her really good
friends, and Peggy I think the world of. She was a reporter with the
paper and did wonderful columns. And Marie that you met. And
this other lady that wrote the book.

Sue Watkins.

Sue. I don't know how they met, but Sue was a different stand or a
different walk through life I mean. She wasn't your typical person
of the times. I mean she was way ahead. She was the first woman
that I know that took a job trying to sell cars. Women just didn't do
that then. Lyman Gridley hired her. He was selling Mazdas at the
time down at the Mercury Lincoln garage. She got a job down
there. But she was always flitting around.

And during the flood, she stayed with Robbie and Jane, she and her
boyfriend at the time. They wandered in from someplace, I don't
know where. Jane said, "Well, if you haven't any place to sleep, I'll
open up that couch. You can sleep there." I don't know how long
they were there because they were on the second floor, and they
weren't hurt by the flood. But I was on the first floor and then as
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soon as | got the apartment cleaned out and all the furniture
disposed of, then I went to Europe.

Okay, that's what I should've asked you was about the flood
because that was quite an event.

They stayed in the house all the time. It was a big, brick — well, it
wasn't brick. I beg your pardon. It was a frame house, but the
house next door is a big brick house. Jane told me that they
decided to watch the level of the water up the bricks. And of course
when water gets to the bricks, you can tell the waterline. She said,
"When you see the waterline going down, then we'll know we're
okay." And so they kept their eye on the O'Neill's home.

Dr. and Mrs. O'Neill lived there. They liked Jane. They were
elderly people, but Mrs. O'Neill — they were very liberal people for
their times I would say, but they didn't come over to the apartment.
They didn't disapprove of her. They weren't frightened of her or
anything. And of course, I don't believe I ever saw Robbie with
short hair. He had long hair at the time. You'd never see them at the
movies or the Country Club or any place like that. They just stayed
in their nest. They were always busy doing something.

Their creative work.

Yeah, he had to build the studio to paint from surrounded by glass.
Just busy, busy, busy all the time.

Well, that's amazing. I appreciate you showing me these things too
because I don't know that I've seen Rob's still life particularly.

I may have some more. I'm a packrat sort of, and I have Christmas
cards up there when I went looking through these this morning that
go way, way back. They're from old, old friends, you know, and I
just hate to lose that touch with them. My aunt, whenever I pick up
a card and it's from her, it's just so touching, this connection. The
older you get, the worse it gets. I have one friend, she and her
current boyfriend, they're both 95 and they both drive. She lives
downhome in Wellsboro and she likes to say to me — and I see her
as often as I can — "Don't get uppity with me," she said. "I
remember holding you as a baby." We lived next door to each other
for a while. Lovely woman.
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You get a certain age and you don't expect people to say things like
that to you. It's kind of fun.

How long are you going to be in town?

I'm probably going to leave Thursday morning or Friday morning.
I'm not sure yet. Originally I planned to stay a little bit longer, but
some things happened that are shortening my trip a little bit.

Well, I was going to suggest, why don't you, when you're down
there in the motel/hotel, whatever they call it now, why don't you
write down anything that you forgot to ask me or want to know
more about because I don't want to leave the impression that we
were always with each other. We weren't.

No.

But they were always there. | know one day my brother from
downhome, he came here and I was up at the Cape and Robbie had
a key. We always had keys to each other's houses. So Robbie was
in here, I guess watering the plants or doing something and my
brother, Ivan, came up. He came to the door and, "Well, doesn't
Leonard live here anymore?" He said, "Yes," he said, "don't be
afraid of my hair. I'm one of Leonard's friends." Ivan said, "Yeah, I
can see that." So then they had a chat because Robbie was of
course from the country too from down around Sayre area and had
lived in Mansfield which is near where we grew up. So I guess
they had a good conversation. I don't know where you meet all
these people.

That's right. I forget about Rob's hair being long, so long all the
time. [ mean that's just part of him, but I forget that the styles —

Yeah, and Jane also was one of the first I knew that one day she'd
have green fingernail polish and violet and just, oh, any color they
would come out with Jane would have to try it.

That's interesting. I discovered that by some correspondence with a
young girl who was telling Jane she just found some purple nail

polish she'd send her or something. That struck me funny.

She liked that. But it was wonderful to know them. The whole
group there that lived at 458 at the time, they were very interesting
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people. You could write a novel about it. But the one couple that
lived in the other big apartment before they became too ill to live
there any longer, they were traveling in Russia and —

Okay, now which couple is this?

The couple that lived in this other big apartment.
The Walls or —

Before the Walls moved in.

Oh, before they Walls, okay.

And he dropped dead in Russia. Well, I'd never heard what
happened to you if they do something like that in a foreign country.
So that was interesting to see how they handled that, a lot of red
tape, you know. And then Mrs. — I can't think of their names. The
son is a dentist here in town. Perhaps he's no longer with us. I don't
know. They were nice people too. They fit in well. But then she
just finally got, like all of us, dementia. They had to help her out,
but they were lovely people.

And then the Walls moved in. Jack was an interesting person. One
day he came over and he knocked on my door and I had the stereo
or something going, and I was just doing a lot of different things.
He said, "Okay," he said, "you're all right." I said, "What do you
mean?" He said, "Well, I've often wondered what you do over
there in that big apartment. It's always quiet." I always had a
grandfather clock, and that one that [ had down there was a real
beauty. He said, "We love your clock. It's like we're living in an
English manor house." But he said, "I can see now that [ don't have
to worry about you. That you're the one person that can entertain
yourself whenever wherever." So I took that as a compliment.

And then one day I had this party — we used to party a lot. Nice
parties. We weren't the wild kind. He saw Father Reagan come to
my house. Father Reagan was Catholic, and they were good and
practicing Catholics from Iowa. And so the next day he came over
and knocked on the door. I said, "Come on in." He said, "Well,
how are you feeling?" I said, "Oh, I'm okay." He said, "Well, we
were a little worried. We saw the priest come yesterday."
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I said, "Jack, I'm not even Catholic." I said, "He's a friend of ours."
I said, "We think the world of Father." And he said, "Oh my god,
Leonard, I don't know." He said, "You are something else. But they
were wonderful people. He had some great tales to tell, and he was
very well-known in Ireland. This port that he sailed from in Ireland
all the while, when they got word that he'd died, they flew their
flag at half-mast for a whole month.

Oh my goodness. What about other neighbors in the building? Do
you remember any others that were particularly —

Well, we had people coming and going all the while. Underneath
them there was a nice couple, but I don't think they got as friendly
with Jane and Robbie. And let's see. Upstairs there was a retired
school teacher, myself, and then up on the third floor there were
two teachers. The neighborhood was different then. It was all
white. Everything this side of the viaduct. But fortunately that's all
changed and now most anyone can live anywhere they want to in
Elmira. That’s the way it should be but.

Do you remember, was there a Florence Callahan who lived there?
Older?

Oh yes. Mm-hmm, yes. A lovely woman.
Okay, I think Jane makes mention of her.

Yes, she was a retired teacher and one of her nieces and I are very
good friends to this day, Maryanne Casper. Maryanne is a retired
school official. She lives not far from me, and we keep in touch all
the while. She's the kind of woman, once last — tail end of the
winter she called me one day and she said, "Leonard, are you as
bored as I am?" I said, "Well, I'm getting that way." She said,
"Well, there's a woman that's going to be to my house on Thursday
afternoon and she wants to meet you." She's a married woman and
I knew her, but I hadn't seen her in ages. She said, "Will you come
over and have wine and cheese with us?" I said, "Of course." But
she wouldn't tell me the name of the woman.

So then when I got there, it was someone I think a lot of and we
had just the grandest afternoon. I said, "Margaret, we've got to
keep this up." So until spring came, we'd either be at her place or
here and we'd invite special people that we liked a lot and could
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talk about anything. We’d usually just get about six people. That's
all we had. She could have a little more, but she liked to keep it as
small as possible so everybody would get a chance to talk. But you
have to make your own fun.

Absolutely. Absolutely. You do a nice job of it.
Oh. I never have really an unhappy day in my life.
That's wonderful.

That's the joy of a small town and having been a teacher here. Any
place you go, there's somebody that knows you and will say
something nice to you. It's really wonderful. And I lived nearby
Wellsboro which if you ever come for a length of time, I would
certainly drive you down there. It's about 45 miles, maybe a little
less. But Wellsboro is the typical transplanted New England town
in Pennsylvania. You see, most of the people that came here, came
from originally from New England.

Oh, I didn't know that. Okay. I don't know the history.

Yes, moving west was moving into New York State. And if you
look at the architecture, especially in small towns, it resembles
New England small towns. Now there's a mountain on the southern
part of Tioga County and it's about there where the line's drawn
because the rest of Pennsylvania was settled by Germans and even
Liberty which is only maybe 35 miles from New York — south,
that's where my father came.

The whole bunch of Germans came and cleared the land and made
farms there, beautiful farms, just beautiful farms. And even some
of the gravestones are in German. And then the architecture
changed because they built, not in that area particularly, there aren't
any, but more south, south of Williamsburg for sure, the barns are
all Pennsylvania type barns with stone stables, you know overhang
on the second. You can tell them in a minute. And then the
Pennsylvania Dutch are down in there. Their farms are — have you
ever been down in there?

Just maybe once a long time ago briefly, just kind of going
through.
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Oh, it's magnificent.
Close to that area. Not necessarily right in that area but nearby.

It's a nice two or three or four day vacation. Then you can go to
Bucks County —

Oh, okay, I've heard of Bucks County.

— which is where, oh what is that resort in Bucks County? It's gay.
It's artsy. It's craftsy. All the farms have been made into
magnificent estates. Oh, I can't think of the name of that place. It's
one the Delaware River. You cross this bridge and then you're in
New Jersey. It's right on the border down there. But the artists and
really... people from New York City area, they all have — [ mean a
lot of them have homes there. And the famous artist that drew the
lady lying in front of the barn, there's a whole family of them —
can't think of their name.

I can't think of it either.

But they live in that area. But there are many, many artists and
authors who have lived in that area. You must go down there and
see that area and to see the Pennsylvania farmers, the Dutch, the
Pennsylvania Dutch farmers because it's just unbelievable.

I really should do that, yes.

Their barns, their fields, the way they live, it was just unbelievable
to me when I learned that this man had broken and shot those kids
in that Amish schoolhouse. I mean it'd be just like shooting your
grandmother. It's just so touching to everybody that this would
happen there of all places. And they still use the buggies.

I'd forgotten about that. It was interesting the way the community
rallied around his family too. That was quite touching.

And the people, like us, they all get along very well together.
They're very understanding of each other. Some of the best people
in Pennsylvania live in that area. It's hard to call one section is
better than the others, but Lancaster and those little towns down
through Gettysburg, the whole area is just — I read once about the
Civil War. When the Civil War soldiers got up as far as Gettysburg,
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they had gone through the farms in Maryland, Virginia, and
Gettysburg. They couldn't get over the fact that some of the cows
and the crops that were growing so beautifully and so well cared
for. It just hurt them to destroy it. Some of them. The farm is
beautiful...

Interesting.

Are you much interested in wars?
I'm much more interested in peace.
Well, of course we all are.

I'm not too much and I lived most of my life near Minneapolis,
Minnesota. And like the Civil War, for instance, didn't touch that
area particularly, although Minnesota joined the Union, I think
either three days before or three days after the Civil War started.
And so they did have people who fought in it, but it's — living in
Connecticut, I feel like I'm much more in touch with the
Revolutionary War and the Civil War.

It seems as though I had read about groups of people, fighters from
Minnesota in my — I'm a historian. I've read of them participating,
sending a group of men down. But there's a new book out, and I
read the review in The New York Times and then I had to get the
book and the library ordered it for me. It's The Culture of War and
how necessary war is, they think. I mean the author doesn't, but
Bush and some of these other people do because it's just amazing.
They quote some very famous people about war like Robert E. Lee
said, "It's a good thing that war is so horrible. Otherwise, the men
would want to play at it every week."

But when you go into the service, I was in during the Korean War,
from '51 to '54 and we were lucky. I mean I was lucky. I ended up
in Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri, and they made me part of the
headquarters brigade, a very famous brigade, the Twentieth
Century Engineering Brigade. And we were sent as a unit to France
on the coast, La Rochelle. It's where the submarine pens used to
be, that Germany had such fame with.

But it's a great, great experience. I think every young man should
have to go. Maybe the women, too. I don't think the women so
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much are into that. But you meet so many different kinds of people
from all over. When I was at Fort Wood, it was the Midwestern
people. All of our servicemen mainly were from the Midwest. The
only reason I ended up out there was I was going through military
police basic training and they were desperate for MPs so they
tapped me as one if [ wanted to volunteer. I had to volunteer, but
they said, "We have to pick out some to go, but if you'll volunteer
you can go." They wanted to get rid of me, I think.

But anyhow, when I met these people, I still keep in touch with
two or three of them. They’re just... they can't be kind enough. |
have a niece, she's married to a college professor and she's an
instructor herself. They live in Whitewater, Wisconsin. A branch of
the University of Wisconsin sits there. She likes it here, but she
said, "Oh, there's just no place like Wisconsin." She said, "The
cleanliness and the food and the people, they just can't do enough
for you."

I noticed it because this Army friend of mine lives in Indiana when
I was in Fort Leonard Wood. Once when I was out there, they took
me to this big mall in Fort Wayne. Well, anytime anyone bumped
into me, it wasn't that often, "Oh, excuse me. I am so sorry." But
here bump anyone in New York, it would be "Get the hell out of
my way. What are you doing?" Not always but the spirit is always
there.

That's interesting. Well, I actually love living in New Haven,
Connecticut.

Oh, you'd have to.

It's a wonderful place. It's got very rich culture and of course Yale
is a big part of the town really, the city.

Oh, absolutely. I envy you in a way, although I love the country
here.

So it works well for me because in order to do this project, that's
where the papers are archived. So I'm just glad it's in a place I like

so much.

Oh, yes, all of New England. As I said, I've been going to the Cape
since 1963 and I may go again this winter. If it looks good for
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maybe a few days, I'll drive up. I didn't get there during the
summer. My nephew usually goes with me and he's retired already.
He loves to go, and he's good company, but we love Cape Cod and
Provincetown and just the whole place. Boston's great too. But
something about the Minnesota people and the Wisconsin people
and the people that settled the Plains, you just can't beat them.
They just —

Yeah, they are pretty good.

They are really, really great people. I always remember reading
about this woman from Ohio. Her husband, they decided they'd go
west. I think they went on the Oregon Trail. So along the way, they
started with a group of people, but he got very, very ill and the
woman said, "Well, we're going to stay right here till he gets well
or till he dies. One way or the other. We're not going anymore."

So she couldn't nurse him back to health and he died, and one day
she turned up in this place where the rest were headed for. They
were already there, and she had to tell them that her husband was
dead. And they said, "What did you do?" She said, "What the hell
do you think I did?" She said, "I buried him and I climbed on the
front seat, whipped the horses, and took off with the kids."
"Weren't you afraid of anything?" "Why? Indians aren't going to
hurt me." But I mean the bravery of these women to just do
something like that.

Yeah, pretty amazing.

Oh, and that is the Midwestern spirit. Just, you know, that's what
makes it so great.

You mentioned when I first came that you did another interview
recently. Do you mind just telling me what the subject was?

Oh, it was I had been selected to — since I lived in the flood zone at
the time, to have an hour interview about how the flood got started,
the whole bit. It took an hour. And there was a woman with me
who wasn't married to one of my best friends at the time, but he
was divorced and he lived up at the top of the hill there. And when
I had to leave the flood area down there, I called him, I said, "Jack,
I have to come up." It's very, very early in the morning. He said,
"What do you mean you have to come up?" And I said, "Well, the
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flood is coming and," I said, "they're making all of us leave our
homes down here, especially people on the first floor." He said,
"Well, my god, I'm not even out of bed yet." He said, "But come on
up. We'll have breakfast."

So I went up there to stay with him. He was divorced and in a big
house with dogs. So we went around and we went up on one of the
hills and looked out all of Big Flats, the area out west of us, was
underwater. He said, "Oh my god," he said, "we are going to have
a flood in Elmira." So he had a big chicken restaurant. He owned
it. He started and owned it. It was very, very successful. He made
millions of dollars. He said, "Well, I better go get some chicken.
People are going to go to the dry land to get something to eat." So
Swifts had a big meat place downtown. We couldn't even get to it.
It was already...

So then we stopped at my house on the way back from there and he
had a pair of waders in his car. He had his car, and so I put them
on. He couldn't come with me. We parked maybe two blocks from
where I was living where it wasn't flooding yet, but my place was
flooded. And coming up the back steps where I went into the
apartment — well, I did have a front door too — but I went up the
back way. So I marked out the steps which one was not
underwater. And I went in to move a few things, to save a few
things, the precious things. And I went out to look at the water, oh
my god it had come up another step or two.

Oh geez.

So I thought, well, I better not stay in here or I'm not going to get
out of here. So I know it was over the waders when I went out. It
was up to here.

Up to your chest.

And Jane and Robbie were still upstairs. They decided they were —
I told you about that. You just couldn't imagine. But that's what this
was all about.

Oh, okay. Very interesting, yeah.

PBS has this — I've never listened to it in the morning, but they do
this all across the United States — a program in the early morning.
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The woman who was sort of keeping me talking, I'll say, she later
married this man that I stayed with. That's why she knew I'd be a

good person to ask about it. And there were just so many strange

things you never think of.

And I know after the flood when it started drying out and it was
fairly decent around that house down there, there was a student that
I had at the time. He was a very likable chap, and his father was a
commodore in the Navy. He lived all over. And I don't know. He
was friends with a lady who owned the property at the time, and so
he came along one day and he said, "Mr. Yaudes, your lawn needs
mowing." I said, "Well, your Aunt Florence owns it." I said, "But I
do mow it for her." Because the Spaziani’s had sold it by then. No,
they still owned it.

But anyhow he said, "Well, we'll see what we can do with the
lawnmower." My lawnmower was out in this little shed. He went
out there, next thing I knew I heard the damn lawnmower running.
I mean here it had been through the flood. I said, "What did you do
to 1t?" He said, "Nothing. It was dried out." He said, "I just pulled
the chain. It started up."

Oh, that's amazing. That's amazing.

But just a lot of — fortunately here in Elmira we didn't lose one
person. But the flood hit Corning so fast that some people — it was
during the night, and some people actually woke up in their bed
and when they got out of their bed, the water was up above their
knees. Many of them were just swept away with their houses. They
were never found. It was the saddest thing.

Absolutely.

We lived near the Walnut Street Bridge down there and we'd go up
on the dykes and watch. My gosh, there'd be floating carcasses of
cows coming down through there, parts of houses. It was just too
much to digest.

That can be pretty miserable.

But if you have any other questions, write them down and I will try
to answer them.
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Okay, I don't know if I will actually, but I was wondering if you
would — I have a release form if you wouldn't mind signing it. I
should sign it, too so.

I'm not sure I told you very much.

Oh, you actually did.

I, I, I, I, I. It should be Jane and Robbie.
Not at all because, no, because —

Robbie always called me neighbor, never called me Leonard.
Neighbor.

I'll sign this too. I've actually put the dates for the earlier interview
also just in case I use any of it, and it's a general form. Basically
it's granting me the rights so that I can give the rights to Yale or
another depository. And so if you sign — well, read through it and
stuff, but if you sign one and then — everything has to be more
formal. Just the fact that you call him Robbie indicates that you're
closer friends with Jane and he instead of calling him Rob because
Jane always called him Robbie.

Yeah, that's what we always called him. I just, oh, I hear about
married couples having trouble. I just never heard either one of
them have an unkind word or raising of the voice or anything.
That's amazing.

Sometimes Jane would get pretty far out there and he would just
maybe chuckle about it. He would just laugh at Jane. Just real, real
good.

Okay, and then I was going to ask —

Pardon me for interrupting...

Go ahead.

Are you going to be in touch with Laurel?
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[End of Audio]

I'm trying to. Unfortunately, she doesn't have an answering
machine, and she didn't answer her phone. So I'll keep calling her.

Someone told me they had bought a different home now. Well,
maybe you did. And I don't believe I have their telephone number.
So I was going to say, if you do see Laurel, ask her to call me

because I want to bring these things down there.

Okay, I sure will. I sure will. And if I could just borrow this for a
little bit.

Oh, absolutely.

And then I'll call you or I don't know how to arrange to drop it
back off to you.

Well, I never lock the back porch.
Okay, the way I came in?

If you want to call me, I'll come down and pick it up because —
well, this afternoon I'm —

I'll drop it off.
Between 1:00 and 5:00, I've got to be at a meeting that we started
yesterday. It'll be over by 4:30 or 5:00, but I'll leave the back. It's

very safe here.

Thank you again. I really appreciate this.
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