
	 Murtough Peter Interview, 2009/03/05

Mary Dillman:	 Interview with Peter Murtough. We talked briefly before 
Peter about how you happened to contact Jane and Rob 
before you went to visit them in 1967. So I was wondering 
if you wanted to maybe mention that again for the tape.


Peter Murtough:	 Sure. I had been experiencing paranormal events, and I was 
actually at the time channeling for an entity by the name of 
Ferd, and it was quite extraordinary. Yes, I actually had 
been having some paranormal 
experiences ever since I was a 
young lad, and it really began for 
me when I was about eight as I 
look back on it, things that I – 
perceptions – I actually had my 
very first out of body experience 
when I was eight. I didn't quite 
understand the context and for 
me, as I entered my body, I 
thought it was a monkey, a 
monkey jumping on my back, and 
I screamed out, and my mother 
came, and she consoled me, and I 
was okay, and I told her what had 
happened. 


But subsequent to that I would 
experience these out of bodies 
and I finally understood that that 
sensation was just me reentering my body and I got used to 
that. So fast forward in my teens, I began to experience a 
knowing a particular event that was going to unfold, and it 
was uncanny for me, and I didn't understand why. And then 
my brother who was kind of tapped into what I was 
undergoing decided to get a Ouija Board, and let's sort of 
explore this. It wasn't long before I anticipated what was 
going to be said. I just had this knowing, and then I 
spontaneously would drift off and go into an altered state 
and began speaking the words, and my brother would take 
notes, and then eventually it came to be that an entity 
unfolded and his name was Ferd. 


It was a connection between Ferd and myself in a past life 
existence. So that was apparently the alignment. Then it 
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became – got to a point where it was becoming very 
important to us at which time my brother decided to 
explore finding paranormal literature on this, and came 
across Jane's book and gave it to me, and I read it front to 
back, and that's when I had my aha moment and realized 
that someone else was experiencing the same kinds of 
things, and I needed to explore that, and that's when I 
contacted Jane and told her what was going on. Subsequent 
to that she apparently went through an altered state with 
Seth and Seth told her where we were in conjunction to the 
United States, and said various landmarks, and probably 90 
percent of that all panned out, because there's always going 
to be a little bit of distortion. 


But anyway that's when I realized, okay, we're onto 
something here. I'm aligned with Jane. She's much older 
than me, but there's something going on, and then I had the 
gumption to say, would you take me under your wing? 
Apparently, she had no intention of doing that but in the 
course of a session very shortly after that Seth said to her, 
you have to. You have to take this young man, and help him 
find his way. So she wrote back to me and said okay, you 
can come stay with us, but there were certain boundaries I 
had to keep because she was writing from midnight to 6:00 
in the morning, and I couldn't be up and about, and things 
of that nature. But I fit in really well, and it was quite an 
experience. 


I came away from that changed, as normally anyone would 
be changed to a certain degree, and probably the best 
advice I ever got from Seth was halfway measures will 
never do. You either go into this wholeheartedly and 
completely or you don't go into it at all. There's nothing in 
between, and that stuck with me, and still does. Here I am 
58 now, some 40 plus years later, and that mantra still is 
just as valid today as it was then.


Mary Dillman:	 That's very interesting. So while you were at Jane and 
Rob's that was in 1967?


Peter Murtough:	 Yes.
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Mary Dillman:	 And they didn't have a large space so you had a cot in 
Rob’s…


Peter Murtough:	 In Rob's studio, bunked in Rob's studio, and they had a very 
interesting bathroom. I really liked the washbasin. It was 
almost like a baptismal font, but the shower was – excuse 
the vernacular of the time — the shower was groovy 
because it was a European type shower where there were 
showerheads on three different areas, so when you entered 
and faced, there would be a shower from the north, a 
shower from the east, and the west that would soak you, 
and I just thought that was really – again here's another 
word from that timeframe, ultra bitchin' cool. 


So I kept them in stitches with my particular verbiage at the 
time and now I find out it's all retro because my daughter 
now isn't really into that kind of language. But I bunked 
there in his studio, and I was on a cot, and I had the 
privilege to sit in on numerous sessions, and they promptly 
began at 9:00 sharp if I could remember correctly. Jane 
would be sitting in her chair, and mind you Jane was such a 
petite small lithe little thing, and when Seth came through 
there was no mistaking—her mannerisms completely 
changed. She went into a masculine aspect, and he was 
very robust, and she would – her visage was just changed, 
and I knew Seth had arrived, and when she spoke it just 
boomed forth, it filled the room, and it was the most 
amazing transformation that I was a witness to. 


But apparently it was in a way no different than what I was 
experiencing, because my brother told me when Ferd came 
through I took on a completely different way of being, that 
even my own – my countenance seemed to change. Mind 
you I was 16, but I was bearing through an entity that was 
much older than me, and so he also took on a much more 
masculine bearing than where I was at that time. So I found 
that interesting because there was this alignment between 
the two of us as far as how we were transformed, though 
Jane was feminine and I was masculine, but how we 
connected to our aspects and how we evolved with 
channeling was very similar to those who had borne 
witness to that. 
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So – and here we now are in the present with Mary who has 
discovered me after all these years. And I knew at one point 
that such a person would come into my life. I didn't know 
who it would be but I've always sensed this quiet, peaceful 
tsunami that was gathering steam and now it has come to 
pass, so here I am, age 58, as compared to 16, 17, 
reopening doors and portals that I had thought that I quietly 
stashed away but it's always been with me to a large part. 
Because you never – when you have that kind of thing 
happen to you, it's just life changing. It alters your way of 
being to a certain degree, and there's a certain comfort in 
coming back to it. I've come to be much more sensitive to 
events around me, and I'm according to dreams, dreams are 
beginning to escalate, and with that comes a certain burden 
that I felt before. 


Part of why I walked away was manipulation from those 
who tried to corrupt what I was undergoing to their own 
end, and that was very disturbing for me. So I am probably 
the greatest critic of this kind of thing that's occurring to 
me. I keep sitting back and going, okay, this can't be 
happening. This much be a subconscious level or 
something going on. I picked up something somewhere, but 
there are certain things that cannot be discounted, and I 
know I'm just fooling myself. It really is the real thing, so I 
have just got to be much more comfortable with it and let it 
unfold in its own way, and be less anal about it and much 
more open to the process. So that leads me up to this point 
in time right now in being much more open, and certainly 
being open to Mary. I've only met her today but part of me 
feels like I've always known her and that's important to 
have that comfort level with anyone that steps into your 
energetic field and becomes a part of it. So there you go.


Mary Dillman:	 I'm very glad that you feel that way.


Peter Murtough:	 Oh I do.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes. I’m just very taken by your energy and your 
experiences.


Peter Murtough:	 One thing I also came to understand, and something that 
Ferd told me is we're all multidimensional beings, and I 
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suppose it's how we compartmentalize certain aspects of 
ourselves that keeps what we would term sanity, and 
keeping us from moving into flux such that we would go 
off the deep end or whatever. Who's to say what mental 
illness really is. It could be that these are people who have 
not been able to compartmentalize aspects of themselves 
and so when they see things, or hear things, or have these 
visions, they truly are because they've got one foot in one 
reality and one foot in another because we do create our 
own realities. We do have things that occur in our presence 
that has to do with our past, and not just our most 
immediate past, but in past lives. Certain atonements that 
we have strived to make better in our present situation, so 
in a way yeah I ascribe to Zen Buddhism and how we can 
reach a nirvanic state. Though I was born into the Catholic 
faith and accepted much of the dogma until I was 16 – then 
not only on the heels of Vatican 2, but I realized that 
because of what was going on in my life at the time, how 
could I continue to accept all that dogma and not question it 
when this stuff was going on around me, and the 
paranormal. 


So I had to take a big pause and step away from faith all 
together, and realize that faith really comes from your inner 
self, from your deepest parts, from your internal wisdom. If 
we allow our intuitive self to have that voice, you know, we 
then construct what our own truth is. We live our own truth. 
We become authentic, and that's not an easy thing to do 
because there's so much extraneous stuff out there that gets 
in the way, just stuff, people's agendas, marriage, having 
children, having huge responsibilities, trying to make ends 
meet, all of that. We cannot all be a guru and just subsist off 
of other people's good intentions. So life is a process of 
finding one's self in the best way you can, and it never is 
easy. 


There has to be angst. There has to be hand wringing at 
times because I believe if there isn't then you're not 
growing. You're not pushing yourself and your own 
boundaries, and certainly I know that Jane did. Rob did in 
his own way, in his art, and many people do, and even 
when you're quiet there's lots of stuff going on around you 
if you just open yourself and become more aware, because 
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life is not static, just is not. It's always in flux. There's 
nothing more certain than change, absolutely nothing more 
certain. Who I am today is different from who I will be 
tomorrow, and tomorrow is not necessarily 24 hours from 
now. It can be five years from now. Do I have the capacity 
to look at that? Yes. Can I have choice? Yes. 


We all have that capacity to go inside ourselves, and throw 
ourselves out into the universe and see where we land. It's a 
bit like a shot-put sometimes but there's still a path. There's 
still a characteristic that you are true to, that becomes who 
you are, and others see that, and when others witness who 
you are you have arrived somewhat, but no, because you're 
always changing, those who witness you may come and go. 
But there's always going to be a core element about you 
that remains true to yourself. That's what I believe, so yes 
I've evolved in 40 plus years certainly from who I was at 
age 16, and yet there are parts of me who exist today that 
existed then too. That's the sum total of everything that you 
are. You take over, Mary.


Mary Dillman:	 Very well put. I just love what you were saying, but I'm 
going to bring you back now to when you were actually 
were visiting Jane and Rob if you don't mind, and I believe 
– did you attend ESP class sessions? Was she having some 
classes then, do you recall?


Peter Murtough:	 In a pseudo way, they were not structured classes. This was 
the infancy of what she was beginning to do. It really began 
after I’d left her. She really began to conduct those classes 
in a much more – certain protocol. When I was there, there 
would be gatherings of certain people, Peggy and Bill 
Gallagher, I remember specifically. And there would be a 
session on a particular night, and no one was excluded. 
Jane was very open to whomever wanted to be a part of that 
process, which I found very embracing, and that was the 
sort of person Jane was, very embracing, very open, and of 
course she would have to be in order to explore her world 
in the way she did. Rob had to be open to that process too. 


He had to be very embracing because he was an observer in 
many ways, and yet he was affected by it. You could see it 
in his heart, and the manner in which he conducted himself, 
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and on the technical side he did all of the transcribing 
which was a task, a huge task. We did not have the 
technology back then that we have now. I mean nowadays 
you can just speak into a microphone and have it 
transcribed by word. We have that technology. So it was 
tedious, very tedious, and he had to create his own kind of 
shorthand, and my hat was off to him. I admired that in 
him. Over the years we kept a good correspondence, Rob 
and myself, after Jane passed, and he remarried and all of 
that, we continued to keep a correspondence. Just a very 
special and genteel person. He really was. I wouldn't say 
that Jane was flamboyant but she was the polar opposite in 
ways. 


She was embracing a much more vital role because of 
where she was at, and what she was doing, and channeling 
and everything, so Rob was sort of this alter ego to her. He 
was the counterpoint but he was the center point for her, 
and I noticed that even at that age when Rob was there, he 
became her anchor. She was able to completely be 
vulnerable and yet it was okay as long as Rob was there. 
She was able to be who she was, and let this entity Seth 
come forward, but there was this clear orbit between the 
two of them that created this comfort zone that she was 
able to allow this to unfold. Without Rob, without that glue 
in a way, I don’t know how it would have unfolded. So Rob 
was very integral to this entire process, completely from 
start to finish, absolutely.


Mary Dillman:	 And you were one of the relatively small number of people 
who had sessions particularly for you. [Note from Deb: 
Fred is mentioned extensively in The Early Sessions 8.]


Peter Murtough:	 Yes.


Mary Dillman:	 With Seth, that were personal, and also where you talked 
about you and Ferd, right, and your family members?


Peter Murtough:	 Yes, and Seth also had a great sense of humor. I remember I 
made some offhand remark because at the time there was a 
band called the Lovin' Spoonfuls, and I mentioned that in 
passing during the break I believe it was, to Jane, and when 
Seth came back he launched right into that and made a 
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reference to life is not all about one loving spoonful. It just 
cracked everybody up. I have to say when I look back and I 
remember the sessions, Seth of course was very dynamic, 
and when he spoke it was obvious to me it was a masculine 
bearing. His mannerisms as he came through – his legs 
would – Jane would oftentimes have her legs crossed, one 
leg over the other, and she began to relax in her chair, and 
as soon as Seth took over, it was like he would lean forward 
in the chair and place his feet squarely on the ground, and 
just had this bearing. 


There was this bearing about – there was no mistaking 
there was a masculine bearing there in that chair, and there 
were times that I would see Jane, but I would see Seth, and 
it was – I wouldn't say it was spooky but I came to accept it 
so easily. When I look back in hindsight I think to myself, 
wow, that was not a problem for you, but maybe because I 
was 16, and I had much less extraneous stuff in my brain, 
as compared to now, matured more, had a family and 
everything like that – things get in the way, but I remember 
there was a definite flow about Seth when he spoke. He 
commanded the space that he was in, not by sense ‘you will 
give me respect or else’, but it was awesome to watch this 
unfold. I got to thinking, is that how it is for my brother and 
sister when they see me transform? Because I didn't have a 
frame of reference.


Mary Dillman:	 Absolutely.


Peter Murtough:	 I just really didn't so I was awestruck by that. I have since 
seen some of the YouTubes of Jane from '73 and 
everything, and I've got to say I do not remember Seth 
speaking the way he did there as compared to when I was 
with him in that beginning, in the infancy of where it was. 
To me there's a distinct difference between the way Seth 
delivered what he said, and how he spoke, as compared to 
later years where there was almost an affectatious – there 
would be this up-swelling, then a pause, a pregnant pause, 
and a dramatic feeling, and yet the rhythm of an Italian in a 
way, and I had to step back and look at that, and go, I 
would have remembered that, because that was very 
distinct, significant. 
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But that is not how I remember it in the beginning years, 
and I'm wondering if Peggy and Bill could even say, yeah, 
you're right, or no, you're way off mark. You were probably 
just out there in left field because of what was going on. I 
find that – that is interesting and I want to know more about 
when did that change. What occurred? How did that unfold 
and evolve? Because that's just not what I remember.


Mary Dillman:	 That's interesting. There's a lot of tapes but they're from the 
early years. There aren't a lot of tapes after that for the ESP 
class, not so much others, and it may be – although you saw 
him when he was addressing a group, but it might have be 
with a larger  group… I don't know. It will be something 
that I'll be curious about.


Peter Murtough:	 For me it was far more demonstrative. It just was a much 
more exaggerated Seth than what I was used to and I don't 
know if it was because in an unconscious way there was a 
certain amount of – maybe agitation was not the right word, 
but because there was a larger energetic body in the room, 
the students and everything, that perhaps the two of them 
fed off of that and created this affected sort way of 
speaking that I just for the life of me – as I reflected on that 
last night, and slept on it, and woke up this morning, I said 
no, I really did not witness that. That was different.


Mary Dillman:	 I'll have to pay attention. That was actually done for a film. 
That's the only film, that video was the only time I've seen 
any video of Jane because I never saw her in person. It 
doesn't hit me to the same degree as it does people—


Peter Murtough:	 Yeah, it just did not work for me. It was disturbing to me 
and I didn't understand why is this disturbing me? Because 
I have sat in on the sessions and truly have been a part of it 
and for whatever reason that just didn't resonate with me, 
and I thought well there's some external reason why, I 
couldn't put my thumb on it. But after you mentioned that 
she was herself disturbed by the interviewer, and how the 
process unfolded, then that’s what I was picking up on, is 
that the energetic field was entirely different compared to 
what I can remember, and I got to thinking well, alright, it 
was 40 plus years ago, but could I have been that 
insensitive to – was my perception so entirely different? 

Page  of 9 20



	 Murtough Peter Interview, 2009/03/05

When I got to reflect on it, no that simply was not how I 
saw it unfold, and I have to go with that now that you say 
that. It confirms what I felt. So I'm glad you did. I'm glad 
you said that.


Mary Dillman:	 I'm glad Sue Watkins mentioned that to me because she and 
Jane were – she doesn’t claim to be Jane's closest friend but 
they were very psychically in tune. Very, very much so. So 
she's, oh yeah, I could tell immediately she knew that, so I 
was glad you mentioned it.


Peter Murtough:	 In fact that's how I said it. There was something affected 
about it that bothered me.


Mary Dillman:	 So when you were saying that I thought, okay, that's got to 
be – so I was about ready to say that to you. You were a 
little busy there.


Peter Murtough:	 You mean cutting… getting…


Mary Dillman:	 But as we were talking, as you were talking on the tape 
before, I was going to tell you I’d heard that Jane was 
uncomfortable with it.


Peter Murtough:	 Good, so it was that. That's an affirmation for me too.


Mary Dillman:	 The thing about it being on the Internet is somebody has 
the copyright, and is selling it, and it should not be on 
YouTube. But you know how that goes.


Peter Murtough:	 Of course none of that could be envisioned as to how that 
would impact us much later. We did not have that 
technology then, and as you could see those tapes I have, 
magnetic tapes, I have to get those converted to CDs, which 
who knows where we'll be 20 years from now and CDs will 
be something else all together.


Mary Dillman:	 I know.


Peter Murtough:	 I think we left off where I was mentioning that Rob was so 
integral to this whole process. I don’t know that Jane could 
have pulled it off all by herself. She had to have someone 
of Rob's caliber, and that he was really in many ways an 
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alter ego to her. Though he didn't have the capacity to 
channel like she did. He nevertheless supported that to 
come together and happen, because he was psychically 
intuned to Seth's energy. So Rob was really important to 
that entire process, and I think sometimes is not given the 
kind of credit that's due.


Mary Dillman:	 Yes, I agree.


Peter Murtough:	 With regard to that, because he also fashioned a way in 
which to create a kind of a shorthand, and he transcribed all 
of that information as well as doing his art on the side and 
be who he was too. So he very much supported Jane with 
what it was she was doing and was trying to accomplish. 
She didn't take him for granted either. They both had this 
wonderful rapport with one another as I remember when I 
was there. They really bounced off of one another equally. 
They really were from the same peapod so to speak. There 
was a real reciprocity about them, between each other, and 
I rather liked that. It was very comfortable being in their 
home, very comfortable, and they were both so gracious 
with me, and accommodating. And here I was, this upstart 
who had the audacity to even invite himself over, and said 
please you must, you must help me. Help meeee (in a voice 
like in Vincent Price’s movie The Fly). They took me in. It 
was just a wonderful time in my life and…


Mary Dillman:	 They invited you back the next year.


Peter Murtough:	 Yes they did, and I never made it back, and I never did see 
them after that first meeting, and yet that was not real 
important, because they were always there in my field, and 
I could pick up the phone and call, and we would write. So 
that just was not an issue. But I had that standing invitation 
completely. You come, you just let us know, and we will 
put you up.


Mary Dillman:	 That's very – that's wonderful, pretty unusual. 


Peter Murtough:	 I guess I fit in alright. I'm trying to remember. I just had an 
opportunity to see Elmira and I could have went off on my 
own in some places because Jane would work in the wee 
hours of the morning up until almost dawn, then she would 
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sleep for five, six hours and wouldn't get up until noon. So 
I tried to make myself scarce, I kind of reconnoitered 
Elmira a little bit. I remember them taking me to Watkins 
Glen. I mentioned that to you. I got a chance to see 
Pennsylvania, farmhouses as we drove. I remember that. 
The conversation was always pleasant. There was never a 
moment where I was searching for words or anything. 
That's how comfortable they made you feel. They were 
comfortable with each other and that made all the 
difference, really did. 


There was no competition between the two of them. One 
did not have to shine more than the other. They had a part 
to play and a role to play with each other, and yet they were 
separate beings and did what they had to do as well. So 
they just had this – without having to say anything, even 
when they would prepare a meal, or get ready, and we 
would have dinner or anything, it was a dance that was just 
unspoken, just unfolded in a very rhythmical and natural 
way. My take on that was this was a couple who had gone 
through this many times before, not just in this life but in 
other lives together. They come back towards one another. 
They just come back to each other. Such a comfort there. 
So that became comforting for me.


Mary Dillman:	 Absolutely. That is wonderful. In the apartment building, 
what I saw that Rob's studio overlooked where they fed the 
pigeons, but what side of the building? Was that in the 
back? Or the side, or front?


Peter Murtough:	 It was off the street. It would be then – the street ran 
parallel to the front, so we were actually in the back but to 
the side. If you split the home down the center – because it 
was really originally a very large Victorian style home, and 
it was then turned into four apartments, so looking at it 
from the street and looking at the entrance, we would be on 
the left in the back. I do remember the basement. That's 
where the washing machines were and where they hung 
their clothes when the weather was not good outside. I 
remember how dank it was, almost dungeon like. 


It had a… it wasn’t an unpleasant odor, but it had an odor 
of the earth, very earth-like, and that's because it was a 

Page  of 12 20



	 Murtough Peter Interview, 2009/03/05

basement. I thought that there was something primal about 
that. I liked that, that odor I suppose you would call it, not 
necessarily a scent but an odor, but it wasn't a bad odor. I 
loved the character of the place that they lived in. It had a 
lot of character. It was fitting to do what it was that Jane 
was doing and live in that environment. It seemed to be, oh 
yeah, this all works, that kind of thing. So I have no idea 
what state that place is now, but it was old then in '67, so 
goodness. Here we are. Now it's 2009. That’s what, 40 odd 
plus years ago?


Mary Dillman:	 Do you remember meeting any of their neighbors?


Peter Murtough:	 I don't actually. I just am not aware of that. I was so keyed 
into them as a couple and what it is what they were 
achieving, and people who came over like Peggy and Bill 
Gallagher – oh, McCullough.


Mary Dillman:	 Venice?


Peter Murtough:	 Venice McCullough, I remember her suddenly yeah. She 
just popped into my mind. She was a delight. Yeah, she – 
she was like a – for me she was like a Highland Scot, 
something Scots-feeling about her, just stuck in my mind. 
She was a very nice person. So those three people stick out 
in my mind, and there probably were others, but less 
present in my mind.


Mary Dillman:	 Right, right.


Peter Murtough:	 I'm trying to remember some of the things Seth said. He 
said that the reason why I had an association with Ferd is 
that Ferd was someone who was in a past life with me, and 
we were associated with one another, and it was during a 
French incarnation, and that he in his reality where he was, 
call it the spirit world or whatever, he was in a way was an 
apprentice in that world or just entering it, and as I was 
youthful in my world at age 16 compared to now at 58, I 
was an apprentice in this life, and somehow there was an 
alignment and we came together because of a past life 
together having known one another as well. But I truly 
believe that if I begin to channel again now, and I think 
that's possible – I'm open to that – I wouldn't be picking up 
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on that same energy. I wouldn't be for a Ferd, because it's 
been 40 odd years and I'm sure Ferd has gone through what 
it is he had to go through to reach whatever altered state 
goes on in his state as well as Seth's. So I believe it would 
be something else, some entity all together completely 
different if that happened again. I don't have a specific 
expectation because I learned one thing in life, it's best not 
to have expectation because either you can be disappointed 
or you sink so much desire and hope in a specific 
expectation, and things are not always as they seem, 
because life is full of flux. 


I firmly believe that, that things will certainly change, or 
others would say that nothing is certain but death and taxes, 
and I believe that too. I'm not sure where it is right now that 
I am in that will unfold, but I know there's purpose in 
everything, and I'm very much open to this portal that you 
Mary have opened up for me, in discovering me and 
finding me. There's a readiness in me to embrace that and 
just see where this all goes. But as I mentioned to you too 
I'm a very private person and I don't want to be a part of 
any dog and pony show, don't want the burden behind 
performing. That's not what I want, and if it's going to be in 
some manner that I channel for another being, it has to be 
purposeful, and it's not going to be a side show, and I just 
don't want to be a party to that. It has to be dignified and 
has to have integrity, and if it doesn't have that, then I won't 
go down that road, I really won't. Too much at stake, 
because it's not just me that I want to protect the integrity 
of, but it's people that I love that are close and dear to me, 
and I don't want them to be targets for anything. It's not a 
fear I have. It's just a reality, it is the reality out there, so we 
must be pragmatic in their approach to this because there 
are just people out there who would like to crucify you in 
some way. That's just life. I accept that. I take things with a 
grain of salt. I do. But I know you have a purpose to be 
here, and I know that you taking on this responsibility to 
archive everything is – God, that's priceless. Someone has 
to do it and I'm glad it's you. You rose to the foreground 
and it had to be you actually because you are a scribe.


Mary Dillman:	 Well that's just—
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Peter Murtough:	 You are.


Mary Dillman:	 I just enjoy it so much.


Peter Murtough:	 Because you do what you do best. You're a scribe. That's 
the role that you have here with regard to this. You give it 
credibility and you give it the power that it needs, so you 
are the keeper of the flame, or the gatekeeper, or whatever 
you want to call it. Your work will be fruitful, it definitely 
will be. 


	 I know there are times when I feel – strange times I have 
felt Jane's presence. Sometimes when I have what I call 
significant events, or I have an impression of something, or 
a sense of something, on odd occasions, I just feel Jane's 
energy. I know that she's there. I'm not spooked by it, I just 
say oh, hi Jane.


Mary Dillman:	 That's great.


Peter Murtough:	 As I mentioned to you, when I delved into writing an 
historical novel, I often felt that Jane was present there with 
me, kind of cheering me on, and maybe opening up a little 
insight into some of the information I that was gathering 
that had to do with ancient Egypt, because somehow I think 
we all come back to – or are rooted or grounded in, um 
some aspect of ourselves, in ancient Egypt. I really believe 
that. I think we all come back to that somewhere. I'm just 
sure that she had a presence often when I was writing.  
 
I always know when I’m having a paranormal event too 
because I am electrically charged. I have these sensations 
running up and down my spine, go along my shoulders, and 
end about where my elbows are. And so I always know 
when I'm entering some kind of energetic field that's put off 
by some paranormal event, because that's the first thing that 
happens to me. So I always pick up where I – or I become 
much more aware of where I am, what I'm doing, what's 
going on, what are my thoughts at that moment, am I 
reading something, did I just hear something, what just 
entered my own field? That's always – it gives me those 
aha moments depending on what the context is. I'll go, oh 
yeah, okay. I get it.
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Mary Dillman:	 Yeah. That's great. 


Peter Murtough:	 It can happen anywhere at any time. I just don't orchestrate 
it. It just happens. I'm just used to it now and I just know 
what it means. It's my marker and because of you it's gotten 
stronger over these last several weeks so thank you very 
much. [Laughing.]


Mary Dillman:	 That's probably why I couldn't find you for so long because 
you weren't ready.


Peter Murtough:	 You're right. I wasn't ready and I kept well hidden and I 
was okay with that. I don't have to be out there tooting my 
own horn. I really don't. I don’t want to be center stage. 
That's just not who I am. I'm not trying to attract that to me. 
If it happens it happens because there's a readiness about it 
number one, on both sides, not just on my side. It's just how 
things are. We all have an orbit and depending on 
gravitational pull, you pull something in towards you, I 
don't necessarily consider it an attraction, but there's just a 
pull for whatever reason. 


You're on the other side of the continent but you became a 
pull, and in fact you instigated the pull, but once you 
started the pull, then you became part of that tsunami that I 
told you has been out there slowly coming at me, but not in 
a threatening way. I’ve just understood that this is out there 
and has been heading in my direction. And now the 
precursor parts of the tidal wave are lapping at my feet, but 
it hasn't hit the body yet. It is yet to be and I'm not sure how 
it will unfold. But when I said I have no expectations, it's 
best that I don't have an expectation. I will allow it to 
unfold in the way that it is setup to unfold, and what is 
aligned in the best way at that time. 


I'm not going to orchestrate it because that's when it 
becomes an agenda, and then it loses its power, for me, 
that's the way I view it. It loses its power, so I'm not going 
to orchestrate it. That’s part of the reason I left that whole 
sensitivity because others around me were trying to 
orchestrate it, or had agendas, and wanted to da, tada, tada, 
and it became a burden, and I just could not walk through 
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that anymore because it became an anathema to me. But 
now, no. I'm much older, much wiser and I know when to 
say no, back off, and I won't have that. I won't let you 
corrupt what was there before. I was too naïve. It's just part 
of the growing process, where we all are in ____ time. The 
older you get, ‘I'm not going to take your shit. Shut up.’ 
That's where I'm at now, podger the old codger. ___ says 
dad you’re going to be really awful when you're old. I go, 
what do you mean awful when you're old? I'm already old. 
I'm already awful, so let's get over it. 


Mary Dillman:	 I really appreciate you spending all the time with me that 
you have. Sharing things.


Peter Murtough:	 My pleasure. I'm very open to this, Mary, just completely 
comfortable. It's been a long time in coming, it really has 
been a long time in coming. I'm really okay with this. I 
agonized a little bit over this in the beginning when you 
discovered me because when I got your letter I just stared 
at it for a while and thought, oh crap, it's really happening. 
Her name is Mary Dillman. This is who's going to open up 
the door. I did it with some trepidation but once I opened it, 
I just thought, oh what the hell? It's time.


Mary Dillman:	 I'm glad you felt that way. It's interesting too in that I 
looked for you for a number of – periodically I tried to do 
some things. I decided you maybe lived in Australia now. 
But then – when I was asked to come out to a conference in 
California I thought, well, maybe he still lives in California, 
so I’ll make another try, and there showed an address and 
phone number.


Peter Murtough:	 How? What was it specifically that you did? Just popped 
my name in?


Mary Dillman:	 I have several websites that look through all kinds of 
directories, phone directories and different things, and one 
of them showed a Peter Murtough in California and in 
Tustin where I knew you had lived from fan mail. I knew 
that at one point you had lived there, and I thought maybe 
there's – sometimes when I find people it's the wrong 
person, right name, but the wrong person.
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Peter Murtough:	 We had actually moved out of Tustin gone to Irvine, which 
is the next city over, so our girls could go to Irvine schools, 
and then moved back to Tustin because we really liked 
Tustin, then my wife and I separated, but all my mail, 
important mail still went to her place and we still shared 
joint checking account and everything because it's just – 
you know, it’s completely amicable. Then of course the 
uniting factor between the two of us is our children. We 
love our children very much. So anyway, to make a long 
story short, that's why my name would show up at her 
address. 


So when she called me and said there's a letter here, I go, 
okay, what is it. I get letters there, this and that, and 
everything. She says, who's Mary Dillman? And I go, how 
the hell do I know? Who's Mary Dillman? She said when 
you come over Friday night, let's have a look and see. And 
I read it and I was just dumbfounded. She was a part of 
that. Vicki was a part of that completely, in my early 20s. 
She even sat through sessions with me with Ferd, but after 
a while – and she was not part of any problem or agenda 
that I was dealing with, she was not the reason why I 
walked away from that. We just had other compelling 
things going on. I was trying to get through art school, and 
life has a way of just getting complicated. 


Part of it was family. My family was putting pressure on 
me, this and that, and I was like, I can't deal with it. I have 
to walk away from it, and I will come back to it someday. I 
always knew I would but I didn't know when. I just knew 
that I would, and now the timing's right, so I'm completely 
comfortable with what may unfold. But I'm not going to 
sink all my eggs in one basket either. I'm still an artist. I 
have a small business that I mentioned to you. We're so 
multidimensional. As Seth said, we really do have many 
different parts of us, and it's incumbent upon us to exercise 
those parts so we don't die on the vine in one place. 


That's what I learned also when I push the boundaries of 
my art and move into different directions. Life is about 
flux. We're always in flux. Without change we become 
mired and stuck in one place. So I'm always pushing the 
limits within a reasonable boundary. I can't go off the deep 
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end because everything must be in certain moderation. 
That's how life is. You can't do a high wire act constantly, it 
would just burn me out. So everything in moderation. 
Anyway, my girls keep me busy now. I get the phone call a 
few days ago, "Dad, I'm stuck out here at school. The car's 
dead." 


Of course I got in my car, drove clear out there and the 
whole time kept my fingers crossed because I just drive 
locally now. My car gets me from point A to point B, it's a 
good little car, but I thought, if I drive out there, what if I 
don't get back? Then I thought, all right. I'll leave it to the 
gods. I even said a prayer to the universe. I said just let me 
get out there and take care of my daughter, get me home 
safely, that's all I ask, and get her home safely too, and it 
did. Everything worked out okay.


Mary Dillman:	 That's great. 


Peter Murtough:	 I just can't get my undies in a bind over stuff anymore. I'm 
a bit of a fatalist and always have been, because I've trusted 
in the universe in many ways, just let the universe provide 
and it does. Others would say divine providence or 
whatever. I don’t know. We all have a different concept of 
consciousness out there, call it God or whatever, or a higher 
power, higher source. No one has all the answers certainly, 
but I just figure there's some source out there, and I call it 
the universe. Well I say the universe will provide. Just be a 
decent human being. You'll be okay. That's what I try to live 
my life as now, just try to be a regular decent human being  
who appreciates people's grace, and magnanimity. 


When I see things that are wrong, I try not to be judgmental 
because how do I know what that person's really 
experiencing, or how do I know what this is really all 
about? I can't make a judgment on that so I try my 
darnedest not to. So if I begin to enter this paranormal 
world again, in a different way, if I begin to sense what's 
around the corner as I did before in a much more profound 
way, and if suddenly I begin to have a sense of another 
being in my midst that I can articulate for, then so be it. I'm 
just open to the process. 
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I have no idea how it will unfold, but my sense is it won't 
unfold through the Ouija Board again. It will be more 
something – someone will enter my field, and I'll feel that 
energy, and I'll just be open to being the spokesperson for 
them. That is how I believe it will unfold to the point where 
there's an association in much the same way that Jane and 
Seth had an association, in much the same way Ferd and I 
had an association when I was 16 through 22. That's how I 
sense it will unfold. Again I don't have a specific 
expectation because God knows I could – it can happen 
entirely differently. I'm just open to whatever. So that's 
where I'm at now.


Mary Dillman:	 You've done well. [laughter] I really appreciate you 
spending time with me, and with the interview.


Peter Murtough:	 I'm okay with that.


[End of Audio]
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