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Sunday, December 4, Transcript of interview after initial 
introductions and discussion about the Jane Roberts Papers 
archived at Yale University. (A couple of minutes.) [Note from 
Deb T: This is a very fuzzy and muffled recording. Rich was 
pretty far from the mic, so much of what he says is very difficult 
to understand. Bob also mutters a lot. So if someone is able to 
improve this transcript, please email a copy to 
deb@sethresearchproject.com. Others will appreciate it. 
Thanks!]


Bob: [1:35] You know, you called. I came home and tried my 
answering machine and there was a message there that was you, 
just as I came home from the memorial service [for Walter Zeh] 
and was going up to the house to the family. But I told them 
what had happened to the girl and the boys. They had told me 
before that he had written a biography, an autobiography they 
had just found out about... 40 pages long. He was going to give me a copy and I asked one of the 
sons if I could give it to you. And he said that was fine. I don’t know if you would want the 
whole thing.


Mary: I would love the whole thing.


Bob: But the part about Jane is in there – not too much about them breaking up. Do talk about 
Bob Butts? I remember him. 


Rich: We’re in touch with Rob. He knows us as well.


Mary: So you also knew Robert Butts then?


Bob: Well, for a very short time. What did he say about how they got together?


Mary: Ed Robbins, I believe, had a party. He was a friend of Rob Butts. I believe Ed was, I am 
not sure if  at that point Ed was married to Ella. 


Bob: There was somebody doing a cartoon with Mike Hammer.


Mary: Yes. Rob Butts was doing that with Ed Robbins.


Bob:  And he was doing work as an assistant to him. Who was the main one?


Mary: Ed Robbins, I believe.


Bob: The same name as Jane? 
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Mary: Roberts. Yes it gets confusing with all the...and then the husband's name being Rob.


Rich: Okay, it was Mike Hammer. And they, I don’t know, but then just all of a sudden − they 
ran off together.


Mary: Yeah Jane just left Walt.


Bob: I don’t know what happened. It happened so suddenly from what he told me.


Mary: Everything that I’ve heard so far indicates that  neither Walter nor Jane ever really said 
bad things about the other person. But Jane didn’t feel… well, you maybe knew because you 
lived in the area at the time.


Bob: Well, no, after the fact, it took awhile before I heard from him. But he had a very happy 
marriage with his second wife. Better than he ever would have. So it was a fortunate happening. 
Everybody was better off. But I don’t know any more details of it.


Mary: How did you first meet Walter Zeh or Jane Roberts? Do you recall?


Bob: I’m trying to think of that. I didn't know Walter… when did Jane − do you have when she 
graduated from high school?


Mary: She graduated from high school in 1947 and then she went to Skidmore until she was 
expelled. I don’t have the exact date of that, but it was a year or two later.


Bob: Yeah, well… he’s got some of that in there. There was a party. I didn’t go to that party. 
Nothing big happened, but Skidmore was very sensitive. Oh, they were crazy at that time. And 
Jane had a perfect right to go to the party since she was a day student. I think there was another 
Skidmore girl there who didn’t have a right to go to it, and they expelled Jane and not the other 
girl because the other girl’s father was a big shot business man who came up from wherever he 
was and got her off. But Jane didn’t have a father and her mother was bedridden. Do you know 
about her?


Rich: We know a little bit about her. Did you ever meet her mother?


Bob: Yeah, she was in bed there and she had an answering service for doctors.


Rich: Was she a pretty woman?


Bob: The mother?


Rich: Yes.


Bob: Not when I saw her, but people said she had been very pretty when she was young. But 
Jane was very pretty. Do you have pictures of her? 


Mary: A few are in some of the books.
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Bob: She was very pretty, very bright eyed and very vivacious and so forth. No, the mother– 
that's all I knew, but the mother had some kind of paralysis or something. And Jane had to take 
care of her. Not be there every minute but she had to be there quite a bit. It put a strain on her. 
One time I think this is in that book. She and Walt went on a motorcycle trip. You know about 
that? Among other things they went and saw her father. I think in Mexico, actually. And, ah, the 
mother didn’t like that. He abandoned them. I didn’t know him but people told me about him. 
Her father was a real swinger back then. He was kind of a big stuffed bear cat sort of a guy. 
Nineteen or late twenties or early thirties, I don’t know. That’s all I know about him. Walt could 
have told you all of this and probably would have. And gee you just missed him.


Mary: The timing was amazing.


Rich: How often did you run into Rob, just a couple of times?


Bob: Yes. I did see Jane one some years later. She came down to the Colonial tavern where we 
congregated. I don’t know if he was with her or not. But anyway.


Rich: So Walt was the one you were closer to? 


Bob: Yeah, and I don’t know whether he was going with Jane when I first met him. ‘Cause I 
didn’t know him until he was over thirty when I met him. I can’t remember just when I met him. 
But probably about … in 1948 they had the Democratic Convention on television and we were 
watching it together and somebody was playing taps made a real hash of it. So I knew him then. 
But before, I can’t remember. And I can’t remember if he was going… when did you say she 
graduated high school?


Mary:  '47, 1947.


Bob: When did they get married? I have no recollection of them getting married.


Mary: I think it might be 1953  – I’ve got that in my records but unfortunately...
1

Bob: Well, I read in the thing yesterday, that he took a trip to Indiana in 1954. I couldn’t have 
told you this if I hadn’t seen the thing, and I rode out with him as far as Buffalo (mumbling) and 
he went on to Indiana. There was a teacher—Bob Davidson – have you ever, he was a sculptor – 
he was a good friend of Jane and Walt. He had a friend of his come here and it was about that 
time who ran a canning factory in Indiana and Walt needed something to do and so he went out 
there. He didn’t stay long.


Mary: The name Davidson came up in the records, just his last name, but I wasn’t sure what his 
first name was.


Bob: His wife was in the art department too. She taught ceramics. 


Rich: Grace Swanner – do you know her? 


 Incorrect – they married in December 1950.1
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Bob: She was a doctor.


Rich: She was Jane’s mother’s doctor.


Bob: Oh, that would be interesting. She's very old. She’s in her nineties. I haven't seen her in 
some time. I’m a good friend of her sons. They live in the in the town of Boston.


Mary: Did you attend Skidmore?


Bob: No, I attended Union. Walt did. His father died when he was a year old – and that left his 
mother and he wound up in the Hawley Home over here, a home for children. (mumbling)… and 
he couldn't go to college. He was a very excellent organist - pipe organist and in demand, but he 
never could… they grossly underpaid him… and he couldn’t make a living at it. He played at the 
Congregational Church for $3 a Sunday. And I talked withs a woman at the thing [memorial 
service] and she said (unintelligible). And this was when Walt was in high school. 


He wound up working at Van Raalte Textiles- and like all textiles they very low paid - for 25 
cents an hour. And they must have liked his work because his supervisor called him in one day 
and said, ‘Walter if you keep your nose to the grindstone you can expect a substantial raise in the 
near future.’ ‘Well how much will that be,’ Walt said. ‘Twenty-seven cents an hour.’


Laughter.


But then he went in the service. I didn’t know him then, he went in, well, I read a lot of this 
yesterday—as a cadet and he couldn't pass physicals – depth perception or something, and  he 
became a radio operator. And my heaven, he was all over the country, everything was in a 
turmoil then. He wound up in the Yukon territory in Alaska, I heard him tell that. Well, one time 
there was a sign on the post theater, ‘No shows until the weather warms up to 40 below 
zero.’ (laughter) And then somewhere after I got acquainted with him, I don’t know if he was 
going with Jane or… and I don't know... for years or something… I don’t know whether Jane…


Walt was a very good looking guy, he had a deep bass voice, and very talented, on the piano as 
well the organ.


Rich: Did you ever meet Delmer Roberts...?   


Bob: That's her father. No, that's when I talked about. It was in Mexico.


Rich: And her mother's father was… Joseph Burdo? Did you know Joseph Burdo?


Bob: No, I don’t remember him.


Rich: We went by the house and took some pictures – 92 Middle Avenue.


Bob: They lived in half of the house.
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Rich: Yeah, they lived in the back of the house. 
2

Bob: When she took off with Walt on that motorcycle trip, I was over there when they were 
leaving, with some Skidmore girls, and there was an elderly lady sitting there– two, there were 
two of them. Two sisters. One of them said – oh, a mother and a daughter – and the daughter 
said, “that’s an awful thing that girl’s doing.” And the mother said, “Oh hush up, you’d do the 
same thing if you got the chance.” Then I don’t know when they came back., or… I can't keep 
the dates straight.


Rich: Skidmore was an all girl’s school? 


Bob: Yeah it was at that time. 
3

Rich: And they were very strict?


Bob: They had a crazy honor system that didn’t work. Not just for academics but for discipline. 
And ah....


Mary: You told me a very funny story yesterday on the phone about Walter...


Bob: Who was this? Oh, I did...


Mary: You did on the phone. About Walter taking the bus to work and the fellow that rode with 
him.


Bob: He was interested in Jane’s writings, I don't know he never mentioned it before, but he had 
been writing for some time and he said he was interested in somebody named Jane Roberts who 
was writing. I don’t know if it was the science fiction or the occult stuff. But he said, “I 
understand she lived in Saratoga. Did you ever know her?” And Walt said, “yes, I was married to 
her.”


Mary: That is just a wonderful story.


Rich: Have you lived in Saratoga most of your life?


Bob: Yeah, most of it. They had a… oh, I don't know if this will do any good. You don’t have her 
highschool yearbook, do you?


Mary: We looked through it. It is in the library and I was able to get … well I had a couple of 
pages photo copied.


Rich: Do you have any with you?


Mary: Not with me, but...


 Incorrect – they lived in one side of the duplex.2

 Not at the time Jane and Walt attended. It had been prior to that – may have changed when vets returned from 3

WWII.
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Bob: They had a… the high school was right down here, on the main street in Saratoga. And 
that's now an elementary school, but it was built 75 years ago because they just had a big 75th 
celebration. For everybody, for those who went to the high school  there as well as the current.


Mary: So the high school is on Lake.


Bob:  Yeah. Ah no… that's the old high school. And they had a—all the classes had their year 
books out… But anyway, no that closed in… gee I don't know ’68 or something and then they 
built a new high school. And then they made this into, I don’t know what it was, maybe an 
elementary school.


Rich: We were wondering because we were trying find the high school and we didn't see the 
name.


Bob: Well that was the high school that she went to. [Mary responds to Rich,  something about 
“no that was Saint Clara, where she attended 7th and 8th grade.”] I know she was Catholic, but 
as she got older, I don’t think that…


Mary: Yes, I think she separated from them.


Rich:  (words lost here) [Bob talking about Jane and her mother.]**** 20:51 back track and 
figure out what Bob said


Bob: Jane had to be there with her all the time. I don't know what she did when Jane wasn't 
there. I don't even know when she died or anything like that.


Mary: Her mother ended up being in a home and I think, died in maybe the early 70’s. I’ve got 
that in the records somewhere.


Bob: Was that in Saratoga? The Home?


Mary: That I'm not sure of. I'm not sure that the home was actually… I think that's on my list of 
places to look up at some point, too. 
4

Bob: We have a nursing home. I don't think… that nursing home, I don't know when that one 
was started.


Mary: I take that back. I'm sure it was not in this… it was in New York state somewhere, but I 
don't remember the...


Rich: Jane talked about her mother and wrote about her. From Jane’s viewpoint anyway, her 
mother didn’t sound like a very nice person, a very admirable person. The way Jane described 
her, her mother had…


Bob: Well, the mother was of course was unhappy. I don't want to take too much from Walt… I 
don't know much about Bob, but...


 Marie was at the Homestead Infirmary in Middle Grove, New York4
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Rich: Well now Walt's parents were right there with Jane, and...


Bob: Well Walt just had a mother, and… I don't remember what, I've thought of this before and I 
would have asked him before. I  didn't know he would have died. I would have taped him 
before… I've taped recorded quite a few people before, but I always wait 'til they're ninety years 
old and they're on their way out. And I missed on a cousin who I thought was in quite good shape 
and he was the one who was real  knowledgeable… knew all the family stuff, and he just, turned 
out one day he developed sort of problem and he was dead in a month. And I would have taped 
Walt, but I thought… [mumbling]


Rich: Has Saratoga changed a lot? In general.


Bob: The population has been 13,000 for years and years and years. It started to grow in—I don't 
know when—in the 50’s, or late…


Rich: When Jane was living here it wasn't anything like it is now?


Bob: Half of what it is now. Of course a lot of that was the inner city if you can call that much. 
The suburbs are quite extensive. 


Rich: Has Broadway changed a lot?  We were looking at some of the hotels, were they there?


Bob:  They were there. If you go back far enough, the Grand Union was there in 1950 and that 
was an enormous hotel – one of the biggest hotels in the world. It stretched a whole block. 


Rich: As we were walking down Broadway, one of the notes we had was that Jane worked in a 
shop selling baby clothes, was it?


Mary: It was Covkins - she worked there in 1953 while she and Walt were married. I don’t know 
that she was there for a great long time.


Bob: Oh yea, I didn't know she worked there. I remember the place vaguely.


[Further discussion – words missing…]


Mary: I have so many records, I have to admit I don’t have it all. It’s stored. 53, 52… It was a 
note in one of Jane's journals. She knew that she and Walter could not come back to Saratoga 
Springs without being married after going away on the motorcycle.


Bob: Maybe they did get married on that trip. I don’t remember. They didn’t get married here I 
don’t think, ‘cause I think I would have known about it.


Mary: They lived in Baltimore for a short time also. Baltimore, Maryland.


Bob: That’s why I have so many gaps, they just weren’t here.


Rich: Was Walt a traditional religious person? 
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Bob: No, he played in all the churches – pipe organ. But he was not…  In fact he came to our, 
we had a discussion class, he came to it for something like 25 years, but never came to church.


Rich: What kind of discussion class?


Bob: Well...it's a very liberal class. And the teacher is a chemistry teacher. It's in the church, it is 
part of the Sunday School. It’s meets at 10:45 every second Saturday. There’s another class, 
they’re more conservative, they meet at 9:00. I’m studying a book now, written by Bishop Spong 
– do you know him? Well, he's a little too much for a lot of us. He's an Episcopal Bishop of 
Newark. I don't know why that would make people hate him so much. He's going to teach at 
Harvard divinity school, and the whole business… All the hymns, create doctrines. There's one 
by Dave Galbraith and the jargon… [muttering] … inequality…


Rich: What kind of work have you done?


Bob: Well, I worked for my father in the ___ business and then I quit to get my PhD in ministry. 
Then I passed the orals at Columbia… [?] then I took care of my parents… (talking about 
Vermont and New Hampshire and politics...) I tried to figure out why, they break it up in little 
towns. The towns that were most alike were the ones with the most political differences. And the 
Democratic Party was very much against the Abolitionists. And Vermont, they did welcome 
them. Then they had a little revolution in New Hampshire and threw the Democrats out. (more 
political talk)


(Track 2) (a little talk about Jane being brought up strict Catholic)


Rich: (talks a little about the difficulty Jane had with arthritis) Rob used to visit her every day in 
the hospital – St. Josephs. But they lived in Elmira for most of the time.


Bob: What did they do? Am I interviewing you? (laughing)


Rich: For a little bit he continued to do art, but then what happened was when she started writing 
her books and Seth, he helped her. He always painted, he continued to paint, but he didn’t do 
commercial art. He sold paintings privately. There was actually so much work involved to do on 
the books…


Bob: Did she make money on her books?


Mary: I think so. They’re republishing many of the books.


Bob: I don’t know very much about her. I did pick up… I looked at a book in a second hand 
book store. 


Rich: As you mentioned, she started out writing science fiction, but she became well known for 
being a medium. She was into psychic phenomena.


Bob: She was a medium? Oh my goodness. I don’t know how much Walt knew.
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Rich: That’s how she became well known. She started going into trance and dictating books. The 
personality who spoke through her was called Seth, and her books are still in many of the book 
stores in New York – national major book stores such as Barnes & Noble, and her books still sell. 
Not her science fiction but for her being a medium. And again she would go into trance and there 
would be a personality called Seth. She would dictate the books, and Rob over the years, what he 
did was he would take everything down in longhand and he would take all the words and help 
with typing them the up and put footnotes in the books. He put in many, many hours in helping 
her.


Bob: I mentioned to you somebody I _____, it was a friend of mine – I used to go hiking with 
her – (words lost) – the very first time, I don't how it came up, but she mentioned Jane Roberts. 
She was a very big __ she believes in reincarnation and the whole works! And I said to myself, 
she's more like Jane than Jane!


Rich: Is she in Saratoga? 


Bob: Yeah.


Rich: What's her name?


Bob: Ah, Pamela King Hall and it was...


Rich: We might be interested in interviewing her one day. Can we talk to her? She's still living in 
Saratoga?


Bob: Yeah, not far from here, maybe ten minutes right up the road.


Rich: Did she ever meet Jane?


Bob: No. She ah… I talked with her in 1991. I was in that hunger thing and she was in it too. 
You know that… some children… (talking about Desert Storm at the time) But I did call her, in 
fact I got her mixed up… with Pam Ductor. Harry Ductor was a librarian – I thought she was his 
estranged wife and then I found out that wasn't the case. But then we got it straightened out 
eventually, and then we started to talk about…. Oh, I met her at church. I gave a talk on that 
letter writing thing and she came up to me afterward. And she told me and when she told me the 
name and then I  (words lost)… she used to like to go alone a lot, but...


I don't know, if I had that yearbook I could, I don't know, I remember some of her college friends 
but I don't remember any… if I saw the book I could … but off hand I don't know who…


Mary: Jane had a very good friend named Marie Tubbs who ended up moving to… graduated 
from high school I think with her and they stayed in contact for some years. She was married 
then and moved to Florida.


Mary: There is an individual that Jane mentioned once too, and I think she was associated with 
someone she knew during her Skidmore years and that was Bob Dunham. 
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Bob: Bob Dunham – yes – he was kind of strange. Was a very bright guy, tall and lanky and he'd 
spend a thousand dollars and looked real dressed, you know. His aunt was a lawyer but didn’t 
practice much. His father drank a lot. But Bob was bright. He became a chemist. I don’t think 
they even had a flush toilet, and ah..... 


Mary: As far as I know he doesn’t live in the area. I looked in the phone book and he wasn’t 
listed.


Bob: I haven’t seen him for years. Then there was Mauzey , but that’s mentioned in Walt’s book. 5

They may have lived down there. Well, it's not there now because it's where the Holiday Inn is. 
There was a great big white house – a beautiful old mansion, but they tore it down for the 
Holiday Inn. It was right on that east corner – it wasn’t on the corner – I don't think.


Rich: Do you know Alice Sherman Stroup?


Bob: I hear people mention her. Some friends of mine know her. But I don't know her myself.


Mary: She said she would like to talk to us later this spring, in a few months her daughter’s 
having surgery. 


Bob: and they were in the same class?


Mary: Yes they were quite good friends, she said. And then there was – I don't know if you 
would have known her - Jane kept in contact for many years with a Blanche Price.


Bob: I remember. She was a Skidmore...


Mary: Instructor in French. Jane and Blanche corresponded for a number of years.


Bob: And now in what connection did they mention my name? 


Mary: Your name wasn't mentioned in their correspondence. I double checked that. Your name 
was mentioned in one of Jane’s journals because her mother had written to her to tell her about 
Walter remarrying and that you were the best man in the wedding. And it was at the Davidson 
home, I think.


Bob: Yeah they had a farm… not a working farm – real old, nice old place.


Mary: So... there weren’t a lot of comments, but I just got the feeling that Jane knew you and 
also Walter had.


Bob: They had the wedding there. And the  reception someplace - they didn’t have anything to 
drink. I remember old Bob Davidson liked to drink. I guess he anticipated it – he had a bottle out 
in the car. But I do not remember Jane getting married. Maybe it was a Justice of the Peace.


 J. V. “Tuck” Mauzey, professor of philosophy at Skidmore5
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Mary: I think it may have been in Baltimore, I’m not positive.  I have that somewhere in my 6

records. 


Rich: Rob and Walt exchanged letters over the past 10 years, they were in correspondence. 


Bob: Yes they did and I think he was concerned about him after Jane’s death.


Rich: You talk about Jane being pretty… Do you remember if she would wear dungarees? 


Bob: Yes, I think so.


Rich: How did Walt dress at that time? Casual?


Bob: Yes I think so. I don’t know if I have any pictures. I might have some, I always had a 
camera. See that table there? I have hundreds of pictures I’ve taken – mostly unlabeled. Mostly 
on the mountain trips, some of the race track. Fortunately I do keep a calendar of dates so I know 
the dates, but getting the names of the people would be a problem. My father used to take 
advertisements in the yearbook called the Recorder. He had them for a number of years, I did 
find one of Walter but I couldn’t find Jane. I did get 1948 … I didn’t know what year but I had 
it…


[Bob and Rich talking (words missed) Talking about re-visiting Saratoga. Bob asking about Rich 
and how he knew Rob and Jane. Lots missed here.]


Rich: It's a good excuse to get out of New York. (Rich tells story of going to Jane's classes in 
Elmira.)


Bob: Do you have the names of any of her Skidmore friends?


Mary: I have a whole list of people...she had a Roberta C, Roberta who was called Bert.


(Bob goes back to talking to Rich about how he met Jane and Rob and the ESP class – at this 
point Bob is being the interviewer again!)


Bob: and when did she start to get sick?


(Bob asking questions about Jane and her arthritis … Then he talks about radium in New York, 
etc, in the springs? Spring water. His father used to drink a bottle a day and he lived to be 100, so 
it must work.)


Mary: I have a few other names that Jane just mentioned so briefly in her journals. Ray Calkins 
who was a friend of Jane’s. I have that he died in 1956.  Jane made a note…


Bob: Yes, I knew him very well. No, he didn't die in 1956, it was much later than that.


Mary: Oh, interesting.


 Jane and Walt were married in Baltimore, MD6
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Rich: He was a friend of yours?


Bob: Yes. He was an artist. He had mental problems and but he was a tremendous artist. But he 
never made a living and he was completely impractical. He could have worked at commercial art 
about two days and then he had the rest of week to do his own art. He had a romantic idea of art 
and couldn’t paint unless he was in the mood and couldn’t do commercial work. We explained 
that some of the great artists did their things just for money, but we couldn’t get through to him. 
When we mentioned that to his doctor, he just laughed. He had the range of  emotions of a 12 
year old. His father died when he was 12 years old. He was a good looking guy, my god, he had 
Skidmore girls eating out of his hands until he was 45 years old I guess. Once he couldn’t date 
Skidmore girls, he just sort of broke up. He was never middle-aged. He went from being a young 
man to being an old man. Yeah, he died well after that. He was a friend of Bob Davidson’s and 
Walt’s and Jane’s.


Mary: Roberta Cummings was a friend.


Bob: No, I don’t know her.


Mary: There was a Mrs. Daniels who taught at Skidmore or State. I don’t know what they are 
referring to when they say State.


Bob: I don’t know her. Ah, I bet I do though. There was a minister, a Congregational minister 
[tape ends]


Track 3 starts here with short conversation about New York. 


Mary: Did you by any chance know an Eddie Briscoe who lived next door to Jane? I believe 
they were a black family that lived near them [Jane] on Middle Avenue. 


Bob: It rings a bell. The minute you said it, I knew he was a black guy. But I can’t place him. 


Mary: A Bob Sherman was another name that… 


Bob: Yeah, he was at that party with her. 


Rich: I wish I was at that party.


Bob: Bob Sherman was a gay guy, but she liked characters, I guess. 


Rich: You’re right, she liked people who were different, creative, or artistic.


Bob: And Walt was at the party but I never asked him about it. I think he was at… No, I don’t 
know that he was or not. When was that party? 


Mary: I’m not sure, I know it was in the early 50s… 


Bob: I don’t know whether Walt was at the party or not but I know it was friends of hers from 
Skidmore there. It was at the Davidson’s. It’s a wonder he didn’t get in trouble because later I 
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remember I was over there – late 50's early 60's and...oh, well, it will come. Oh yeah, um he had 
a ____ with one of the girls (words lost)…. this was about 1960 and the girls, things were 
beginning to change and the girls were doing all sorts of things – freaking out and doing all sorts 
of stuff. Then the college began to get wise, and then the school made a rule that the faculty 
couldn't date the students. And they did kick this one professor out and then kicked his girlfriend 
out a little later.


Rich: We would like to talk to this Davidson. I would really like to find out what happened at 
that party!


Bob: No, he's gone. Well I've often wondered, too. His daughter is alive, I don't know whether 
she lives around here or not. But that party was written up in Walt’s thing and I defer about it…


Mary: There was another name that uh, Hobie Williams. That Jane had mentioned, I think  when 
she corresponded with Blanche Price, occasionally Blanche or Jane would mention if they visited 
Saratoga or heard from different people, like Ray Calkins and... 


Bob: It rings a bell. I sang in the choir for a while, and it seems to me for a year or two, the 
Skidmore head of the department was our director. And I believe he came to the choir for a very 
short time, so I say anything about him, but I remember the name. Anything she wrote…


Mary: Well there were people she mentioned in her journal and usually it was very sketchy 
because she didn't have to fill in the details because they were her own personal journals. But 
when someone else is now looking at them, like me, I am curious who these people are and some 
of the backgrounds. 


Bob: Sherman? I have known one – he was at Union when I was there. He, there was some guy 
he was married and had an affair with some guy and the guy was married and he had an affair 
with his wife too. And the guy found about it and beat the livin' hell out of him.


Rich: I guess being homosexual back then would be very...


Bob: Well, in certain crowds it would. He was talked a lot about a lot, behind his back. He 
moved to New York and I don't know what happened. He was very bright, and I think in pre-
med. He wrote, I didn't write him back. Yeah, he was pre-med and then went into English. But I 
remember one friend of his who became an author, Dave Marshy, ever hear of him? He wrote a 
movie that Frank Sinatra was in. I tried to read it but...The Ballad of Davis McGee…. I didn't 
like the movie or the book, but I was in the same room with him for awhile, and ah… but I don't 
know what happened to him. But Ray Clark was a good friend of his. 


Mary: I guess that’s probably all of the questions we have.  (conversation, exchange of name 
and addresses, end)

 of 13 13


