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February 17, 2014. Interview with Marie and Andy Colucci.
Hello.

Hello, is this Marie Colucci?
This is Mary Dillman.

Yes, Mary.

I just have very basic
questions seeing if you can
relate some of your
memories of Jane and Rob
and the neighborhood at the time you all lived near Water Street or
on Water Street.

We lived on Walnut but we were kind of backyard. The Spaziani’s
were — that's who Jane and Rob rented from actually.

I understand the neighborhood was quite friendly.

It's a very nice neighborhood. The Stamps were there — between
the Stamps and us was Dr. Mary Wittenbach who was elderly and
didn't really participate much but the Stamps had young kids, we
had young kids, the Spaziani’s had kids and Jane and Bob were
part of all of that.

I'm assuming Mary you do have the Gallaghers down, right?
Yes. I interviewed Peg Gallagher some years ago.

Okay. I said I'm sure they're number one on your list because they
were really close with Jane.

I didn't interview Bill but I did Peg. And I believe that Andy you
were Rob's dentist for a number of years?

Yeah, I took care of Rob right up until I retired. I think he stayed in
the practice after I retired and I don't remember seeing his obituary.
I would have gone to his burial but I could have been out of town.
After I retired I was in and out of Elmira for a number of years and
I'm sorry I missed that.
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Well, the funeral was actually up near Rochester. It wasn't easy for
people from the Elmira area to get there.

Oh, okay. I don't remember. We could have been out of the country
or | could have been...

We were out of the country a lot. We do have some of Bob's
paintings.

Oh you do? I was going to ask if you did.
Yes, we do.
That's wonderful because he didn't actually sell a lot of them.

My son has one and we have the other one — I wanted the other
one. So as you get to be our age you start divesting.

Yes, I relate to that. I'm in my late-60s.

We're in our 80s. So you're young yet Mary.

Okay. So do you remember any — oh, I was going to ask, did you
by any chance have a book party for Jane after her first book was
published?

Yes we did. We had Jane, and the Gallaghers were here. Then we
had a lot... we belonged to kind of a professional group of friends
and we had all of them here to meet Jane. They wanted to meet her.
And she did — it was a lovely evening, we had a nice time and
people were glad to meet her. Andy, did she try to do a séance that
night?

Yeah, she did.

She mentioned just very briefly that you had had a party for her
book in one of her journals, so I just wanted to verify that was you.

Yeah. It was a long time ago.

Right, it was.
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It was actually a couple of years after I opened up my practice — I
took care of Jane for about a year or two then I don't know what
happened. I moved my practice and I don't think she followed me.
That had to be about 19— well, if it's in her journal then you have
the dates.

Yes. [ don't have it in front of me right now but...
Okay.

Well, that was very nice of you to have a party for that. I'm sure —
well, I know it was pleasing to her. John Spaziani told me that Jane
and Rob used to occasionally play badminton with evidently some
of the kids — maybe kids his age and in the backyard. Do you
remember any of that?

No, that would be Spaziani's backyard.

Yeah. And Jim Spaziani at that time was —

She's talking about John. Yes, their kids were older than ours.
Okay. I thought that might be the case. He was still fairly young
but he said he did remember — I think he said he was 13 when he

moved from —

Right. That's what I was going to say. He was probably a young
teenager.

I was hoping that the Spazianis would have had a picture of the
Water Street apartments from that time period but unfortunately
they didn't — as I can understand.

Right, right.

It's hard to keep photos of everything. So do you have anything
you can remember about Jane and Rob, maybe their personalities
or just anything?

You know, it's just like neighbors. They were pleasant people, we

enjoyed them. We knew that Jane was into writing this book on
Seth and we were never really involved — we were just neighbors
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and friends and wanted to do something for her when the book
came out.

We weren't really involved with her communications with Seth. I
did have a friend who was very involved with Rob and Jane but
he's since died. He used to visit them and —

Was that Lenny?

No. Frank Longwell. He was very friendly and into what she was
doing.

I guess I don't have a lot of specific questions. I just wanted to
know if — just your basic impressions of them and also I was going
to ask if you had any paintings of Rob's and you mentioned that
you did. But perhaps you could tell me were they landscapes, still
life's or...?

One was, I guess with my Italian background, it was a universal
figure of a farmer leaning on a hoe, no face or anything, and I liked
it because it reminded me of my grandfather who used to love to
garden. Son Mark, who wanted the painting, was born on my
grandfather's birthday and so had my maiden name as his middle
name and he wanted the painting so he has it.

The other one is a very light —

It was a watercolor of bottles on a table with the light coming
through. They're both full-sized paintings as I recall.

Yeah, they were big. They were not little.

Yeah, they weren't little paintings: they were framed and they were
3 feet by 2 —

He means 3 by 2. They were large paintings. The bottle painting
was a still life but it had a contemporary touch to it because the
color of the bottles — what was in the bottles had light going
through them so you could just get very light shades of blue and
red — it was the sun going through them I suspect.
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Those sound very interesting. I've seen some of Rob's paintings but
obviously his widow has tons of his paintings and she's started to
sell a few.

That was his second wife. Did you meet her Andy?

Yeah, I took care of her for a while. Unless it was a different
person.

No.

But I think she stopped coming to me because I think she said she
was going through some stress or nervous breakdown or — but he
eventually married her, huh?

Yes, they got married right at the turn of the century. They'd been
together for a lot of years by then. He had proposed much earlier
but she didn't want to marry him for a long time.

Well, she was younger, right?
Much younger, yes.
Much younger. Yeah, I remember her. She was a very nice person.

Yeah, she is. I'm in contact with her now. She lives in Sayre,
Pennsylvania.

Oh in Sayre, Pennsylvania?

Yes. That's Rob's hometown and they moved there probably
around 2000. Although they still kept the house on Pinnacle Road
until a couple years ago. They still owned it but they didn't live in
it. I think Rob used it for storage.

Yeah, I knew he accumulated a lot of paperwork — because he was
a very mild, very friendly, warm person and I used to talk to him a
lot in the dental chair — as much as you could — and he was very
busy working with the editors and he was very busy organizing
and cataloguing all the information from Seth.
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Yes, he did a great deal of the work. Taking the notes and
transcribing — and then painting of course too is his love. So
between papers and paintings the house got very full I guess.

Well, when he started out he worked part-time for Artistic Cards
which was a card company locally. He was able to work just a half
a day after they got going translating or accumulating material
from Seth. But he used to be a graphic designer or an artist —

Well, he did greeting cards.

Yeah, greeting cards. That was his main way of earning a living
until they really got going with the books.

Are you doing another book Mary?

You know, I don't think so because I'm not really a writer. But have
— I think that Jane's material has been growing in popularity and
that there will be people who want to write biographies of her and
different things. And so I feel like — I like collecting information
and so that's kind of my role. And a lot of people have suggested |
should write a biography but so far I'm not really interested in that
but maybe I'll do that when I'm in my 80s, who knows? Life has
surprises sometimes.

I understand Jane probably published two books while she was
alive, am I correct?

Jane published a lot of books while she was alive.

We lost track.

Well, if you count all the Seth books plus Jane wrote some on her
psychic experiences and understandings, then she wrote three
fiction books and a children's book, a couple poetry books — I
should know this but there's just been some published in the last
couple years — I think there's 40-some books now.

I'm going to look that up. She went by...?

Jane Roberts, she published under.

No, I meant the books that were a communication with Seth.
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The communication with Seth are the bulk of those.

Okay. And they were published in many different languages as I
understand.

They're still being translated. They're in many, many languages.
There's a lot of present day interest in her work.

It's very interesting because she's world famous but for a relatively
small group of people I guess you would say versus —

Right, right. I think I understand that very well.

Okay. So it always surprises me when I'm in Elmira and people
have never heard of her because in my world she's such a big
name. But then I remember.

I grew up in a small town — this is a funny aside — of about 15,000
people and I thought I lived in — you know, in 15 minutes you
could be in New York, went to school in Washington, DC, and then
when we moved to Elmira it was quite a cultural shock. It took a
while to get used to. But anyway, so I understand that.

Yes, okay. I can imagine that would have been quite a shock.

Well, I was kind of curious if they ever did a feature article on her
in the local paper?

No, I don't think they did Andy.

I never remember reading one.

I think Peg Gallagher actually did one and —

Yeah, because they were believers as well as followers.

I think it was in the mid-'70s — was it The Sunday Telegraph or
something?

Yes, Sunday Telegram.
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Gram, yes.

The Gallaghers — Andy and I raised a family of 6 kids so we kind
of were in a different world, but the Gallaghers had no children and
as I said they were very close to Jane especially and —

Right. And Peg Gallagher of course was a writer for the paper.
Right, right. Aside from being a writer Andy they were really
believers and followers. You know, they were good neighbors —
really were.

The Gallaghers?

No, the Butts. Yeah, they were very much a part of the
neighborhood — for Andy and I they were anyway.

How long did you live in that neighborhood? Do you remember
what year you moved?

We didn't stay there too long. We moved there — we lived in the
same house I opened my practice in and that was the
neighborhood, and that was actually January of '59 and we outgrew

the house because we had three children when we left.

Yeah, and plus it was part half of the house was lived in and the
other half was the dental office.

Right. So we moved out of that neighborhood in '63 so we lost
contact with that neighborhood.

But it was up here that we had the party for Jane and Robby.
Right, later.

Oh, I was assuming that was while you lived in the neighborhood.
That's interesting.

No, no, we had the party up here.
No, we had it up where we moved.

We live in the country. We've been here 57 years — 53.
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Yeah, we live in the country — just outside — we're only about 8
minutes from downtown.

So when you gave that party for Jane did she by any chance read
any of her poetry or do — she often liked to share her poems. Do
you remember?

Yeah, [ don't remember that part of it.

Well, she may not have. It wasn't a poetry book.

No, it was really about her psychic experiences and — and I think
everybody tried to join hands and close their eyes just for the
experience. But it was an enjoyable evening and I think she was

glad.

That was very nice. And I'm trying to think if I have anymore
questions. I don't know that I do really.

Well, we're here if you need to call Mary.
Thank you so much. It was a pleasure talking to you.
Okay.

You too Mary. Thank you.

Page 9 of 9



