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Margaret Bumbalo, September 19, 2009

Mary: You were a neighbor of Jane and Rob when they
lived in what they called the Hill House on Pinnacle Road,
and you and your family lived across the road, is that
right?

Margaret: Yeah, just across the road, practically opposite
driveways.

Mary: And you lived there with your husband, Joseph.

Margaret: Yes, and my oldest son — let’s see, ah, | know
he was there for about | think, a year or so and then he
went in the Army for Viet Nam. So he wasn’t there... and,
he met them.

Mary: Now which son is this?

Mrs. Margaret Bumbalo

Margaret: John, the oldest. (looking at a photograph)

Here we are, over here, and, this the family, and this is my

oldest son, and this is Joseph, and this is my daughter, Judy. She never married. When | was in
Florida, see, | moved up here after they built this place for me' because | felt | needed to be
closer to family after my husband died.

Mary: Now, what year did he die?
Margaret: Oh, a long time ago... 1984.
Mary: OK. About the time Jane did.

Margaret: Yes. Yes. Yes. And when they moved up, you know, they had lived down in town,
Jane and Rob, and then they bought the place up on the hill there, opposite us. And, ah, well
you know, Jane was not well then. She had an awful life physically. So if you didn’t go to her,
you didn’t see her. Once in a while, she’d be sitting outside in the sun. He’'d get her out, and
that’s like Joe said — the young Joe up here — and he said, “you know | have nothing to relate to,
to tell you about her.”

It was Rob that he interacted more with, because Rob was helpless so far as taking care of a
house, you know, and nobody knows until they get one, how much help you need sometimes.
And so, he had Joe over there a few times and Joe helped him and they’d talk outside, but he
didn’t interact with Jane other than friendly...

| will say, though, we did go there one year for New Years. They invited us over and there was
many of their friends, and | know a lot — or we did— we know a lot of them. So it was very
lovely. | enjoyed it.

1 Son Joseph built apartment for her in his Penn Yan, NY home
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So far as | was concerned, | had so many friends that went to, well, her different groups that she
had, for different reasons, and of course Seth and so forth. But, | never did that, but personally,
we did have a lot of conversations. If | had a question about something | dreamed about, | went
to her. And it was...l learned a lot in that respect, and even to this day when | have certain
dreams, | know how figure out where it came from.

Mary: Oh, that’s great.

Margaret: Yeah itis, and I'll think, well, now this relates to so and so that | dreamed about not
long ago, you know? Whenever | get... the one dream that stands with me is when something is
frustrating me, and those dreams are usually dreams of not being able to get someplace
because there is a barricade, or there is this, or there is that... and, it can be an awful night,
because you get up and you think | better cut that off, and then, you know, all of a sudden
something happens.

| also have developed a sense of | don’t know what to call it — fear of what’s going to happen,
but | can almost tell when family is sick, or this or that. I've developed — but anyway, those are
the things that | got from Jane, and of course, | helped care for her when she got worse and
couldn’'t move. | am a nurse, and, you know, if Rob would say, “Oh, she’s miserable today. |
can’teven do it.”

And I'd say OK. | hated to do it it hurt her so. She had such terrible arthritis, it was just awful. So
I know she had a rough time when she got to the hospital. As a matter of fact, | was in....

Oh, I had a fall and | had a fractured pelvis when she was down there and it was really bad.
She wasn’t too many rooms away from me so | did get to see her a lot. It just reached the point
of she was... she always rose above it and kept going. Kept going.

So that’s the way | remember. And then | was a school nurse teacher at the end, and so forth. |
had my career in that. Well, when we would go to lunch, the teachers — there were three of them
that were very active with Jane, and they had been to the meeting the night before. So, they'd
be discussing things...

Mary: And was one of them Venice McCullough?
Margaret: Oh yes, she’s gone. Bless her heart, she was one of my best friends.
Mary: | would really have loved to have met her. | really was sorry that | wasn’t able to.

Margaret: And Marilyn [Marian] Wingert. Her name is not Wingert now and | don’t know what it
is.2

Mary: OK, | do have only the Wingert part of the name, so | don’t know....

Margaret: Well if you call the Wingerts. Shirley Wingert is the second Mrs. Wingert and she
would know.

Mary: Oh, OK. OK.

2 Name was Marian not Marilyn and last name now Rutty - see interview
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Margaret: Tom and Shirley Wingert. | don’t think | ever knew what her last name was, but |
know that they still interact because there’s a son that belonged to the first Mrs. Wingert, and
they still, you know, they talk.

Mary: Sure. And then, who was the third...you said there were three teachers that discussed
it?

Margaret: Eve. Eve Longwell.
Mary: Oh Eve, yes. Oh, she was a teacher. OK.

Margaret: Yeah, oh yeah. She taught in the same school. So there was Eve, and Frank, you
know, they were real backed up. And um, Venice’s husband wasn’t, was he still alive. Yeah, |
guess he was and then there’s the Wingert, Marilyn, like | said. So those were the three and
they were in one of the schools and | knew them outside of school, too. | used to enjoy their
conversations, but anyway....

Mary: Didn’t you have a dog named Gus, by any chance?

Margaret: Oh yeah. He’s in one of the books. | was going to look, the one that | think maybe
he was in ‘God of Jane’. But anyway, oh, yes, he was their special friend. He was a Sheltie. He
loved them and they loved him. | forget how she wrote about him and there was a picture, which
surprised me. And um, yeah, he was.

Mary: | don’t really have a lot of questions in mind to ask you, but | did just want to ask about
how you met Jane and Rob. Did you meet them before they moved there?

Margaret: No. No.
Mary: Ok, so it was after they moved there.

Margaret: And my husband was very apprehensive, yes. Good old Italian, you know. He said,
“'m not getting involved there.” We went over and introduced ourselves, you know. | said, | can’t
have them living across the road right there. And you know, he... | was amazed when they
invited us to a New Year’s Eve party. | kind of wondered what it would be myself, because |
knew that most of the people were, well as | say, we knew them, but not in the way that Jane
knew them. And we had a very nice time. And, | don’t know, after that, as a matter of fact, um,
Rob was a pallbearer for my husband. So we had a good relationship but different kind.

Yeah. Rob got into the yard, the back yard was grown up just because he didn’t get around to
mow lawns, you know, and somebody said get wildflower seeds and just throw them out there.
So we had a wild yard over there. But, and the last | knew, they still owned it. Do you know?

Mary: Well, Rob passed away. Did you...you knew that?
Margaret: Oh yes.

Mary: Yeah, and Laurel inherited of course the estate because she’s his wife and she does still
own that.
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Margaret: She does. They gave us one thing — all of the writings, the originals, and we kept
them in a secret place for them. | had all of them. | did forget to mention that, because when |
sold and was ready to move, | thought, oh God, I've got to go up there. So naturally Rob got
them.

Mary: Right. | knew that they had copies out there, but | didn’t realize that they had stored
them with you.

Margaret: Yeah, and they then were saying that they would be going to Yale.
Mary: Yes. Alot of them are at Yale.
Margaret: Did he die suddenly, do you know?

Mary: Well, | thought it was more sudden than it was, but he evidently had cancer and then he
was released from the hospital and then he went back in and he chose to go to St. Joseph’s, St.
Joe’s, instead of Packer, because they lived up in Sayre then.

Margaret: That'’s right. Oh, that’s right.

Mary: But he wanted to be — Laurel said said he wanted to be in the hospital that Jane had
died in. And so, he was there for less than a week after that last admittance and passed away.
So... | actually, um, Laurel had called me to let some other people — she wanted it posted — to
know that Rob was in the hospital. She called me on a Wednesday, | think, and | was out of
town doing some research, and so when | got back on Thursday, she wasn’t at home so | called
the hospital and | was just — | normally would have just called her at home. But | was able to
talk to Rob. She put him on the phone. So he wasn’t... he wasn't... well, he never was real
talkative to me on the phone. But, so | had no idea. | anticipated he’d be getting better and get
out of the hospital. | didn’t realize it was that serious.

Margaret: That was in May, right? His birthday’s June and | always send him a card. And |
sent him a card, and he always answers that. We had certain times of the year that he would
always do a real big thing for me.

Mary: Oh wow, yes, yes.

Margaret: Yeah he would for Christmas or New Years — usually it was a combination there. And
then when | would write to him and make an issue of his birthday, then he always would draw
something or and make it a special moment. | felt bad that | hadn’t heard from them, but | am
sure that Laurel was overwhelmed.

Mary: She was, she was. Even though it wasn’t so unexpected, it was just a shock. She
really.... An interesting thing also is | already had a reservation at the Holiday Inn in Elmira for
the week right after Memorial Day. So he died right, | think it might have been the Tuesday after
Memorial Day. So | had told Laurel when | called her back that | had been planning on coming
out and | was going to try to get together with them, and | teased Rob a little bit about it and
stuff.
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And so | went ahead with the trip because | had planned some interviews in Ithaca and around.
And, at the time | went there, Laurel was still figuring out funeral arrangements and she went,
you know, she doesn’t have much family at all.

Margaret: No, well she had a mother and father that came there.
Mary: Yeah, they passed away a long time ago.3
Margaret: Oh, they probably did. | don’t think she had any siblings

Mary: Yeah, she has one sister that she’s not always close to. She lives in a different part of the
country.

Margaret: Her mother and father came after she decided to stay. They're from California, we
remembered that, when they came because you know, well, it's a hard situation. And my oldest
son, they’re the same age. Laurel. And Laurel, you know, she’s a beautiful girl.

But anyway, what | started to tell you, John thought she was pretty sharp and more his age. So,
they used to have wine out in the back yard at our place or somewhere over there. And he said,
“Why don’t we go out some evening? I'll show you the town.” | can see where her parents were
upset, because we were! We were upset, but anyway, that’s ah... | don’t know.

Mary: Yeah it's interesting. And she and Rob, when | would visit them would kind of tell me that
they were hermits, and they really didn’t... you know, | mean they didn’'t seem to have a lot of
connections with people in terms of going out with them or visiting with them very often.

Margaret: Not as much as Jane.
Mary: Right. Jane was more social.

Margaret: Oh, Jane was social. She loved... she just wasn’t able, physically, but she had them
to her house. And there were always people over there, good friends. The Longwells, they were
super dupers. And a lot of them, even singles, | mean they enjoyed their company. Oh, what did
| start to tell you, but | got sidetracked. Oh, about the house on the hill.

It was kind of let go to pot and it was annoying to all of us up in the area. When they left there, |
mean, | don’t know that they had anybody take care of it or not. And | wondered if all their
writings were in there that we had had. God, we had stacks that we gave back to them.

How old was Rob, do you know?
Mary: Rob was 89, because he was born in '19... and he passed away in 2008.

Margaret: OK, because, you know, we were more on a par so far as age was concerned. So |
knew that he wasn’t — well | figured he wasn’'t 90 maybe, but close by.

| don’t know how - not the painting — but that’'s what he was doing as | understand and then they
got together and then he was... she was doing the writing. Interesting couple.

3 This was a misstatement on Mary’s part - Laurel’s stepmother still living in 2014.
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Mary: | really appreciate you spending time with me.
Margaret: Well, | like to talk to people. Maybe it’s... (laughing)
Mary: Well, | love talking to people, too.

Laughter

Margaret: [Her son, Joe, wanted to be home for the interview but ended up having to work.]
And ah, Joe said to me, “I don’t know why didn’t | should even be here except I'd welcome her
and I'd.... But | said, “Well?” But he felt bad yesterday, he really did and he said, “Oh, I've got to
do that.” And the guy he works with, Joe could do it on Monday, but he can’t.

Mary: Oh, sure. | know. Joe would know things about Rob, because Rob’s part of my study,
too.

Margaret: Yeah, but as he said, all he knew Rob for is when he wanted a little help, or just to
visit outside. That’'s what he said, you know. And he didn’t like going in their house. They had
the birds, and the.... She probably didn’t say anything about the birds. Wonder if they had them
then?

Mary: Oh, was that Laurel who had the birds?
Margaret: It was Laurel!
Mary: Yeah, because | don’t think Jane had birds.

Margaret: No. They turned their garage into a bird sanctuary. And you know, that’s a dirty mess
all the time.

Mary: | did see birds in the Sayre house, but they were in cages.

Margaret: Yeah. A little bit different. And | can’t remember what kind they had. Maybe it was a
mixture. But | know that you couldn’t use the garage. And when you’re in the house are you
going to open the door? No. And she just loved it.... It was really something. You never were up
on the hill.

Mary: Just one time, and then Laurel wasn’t there. They had a rabbit that time, but, and there
were some cats, but Laurel, | think, was gone for the summer when | went there. | went with a
group of people to see Rob, so | wasn’t there for very long.

Margaret: You saw Seth.

Mary: No, because it was long after Jane.
Margaret: | mean the picture over the ah ....
Mary: Oh, the picture, yes.

Margaret: | have to tell you, my son, John, the older one, and his wife, and little Lucas — at
that time a year and half old — because he was... Anyway, they went over to see Rob and
Jane. No, it would be Laurel. They didn’t stay very long and it spooked my daughter-in-law, that
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man looking at her from the... especially when | said, “Oh, that's Seth.” You know, and she went
“‘woo”! (laughing)

And she said, “What did you take me over there for?” And she said they wanted to serve them
teach she just wanted to get out of there.

And she said, “John read me like a book. He knew | was in agony. Get me out of here!”
Mary: Oh, yeah. Yeah.

Margaret: Yeah. OK, they had a good laugh about the time they had to meet Laurel. But you
know, ah, Rob — | mean | don’t know how they ate, really and truly. But he took care of himself
physically. Oh, God. He walked miles in the snow, or no matter what. God, he’d be out there on
the hills and dales, all bundled up, or course — and in the middle of the night. It didn’t make any
difference to him. So that’s the way he got his exercise, that’s for sure.

Mary: Now what did your husband do for work?
Margaret: Oh, wait’ll you hear that one. He was a big shot in Nabisco.
Mary: Wow.

Margaret: Yeah, it was in Buffalo, and then in Sayre, and then he came to Elmira. And during
the flood there in ‘72, we were in Italy at the time. His office and everything downtown here was
wiped right out. We left when the flood was just building. We went across the bridge in the
middle of town near Walnut, the water was right up and we went to the airport. And the next day
was when the flood was declared. But we had the house on the hill.

Mary: Oh, you were? | was going to ask if you were already out there.

Margaret: No, the house on the hill, so we didn’t worry about it and everyone would say, “Oh,
where are you gonna be?” And we said, “Boy, it's gonna get awfully deep if it gets up on the hill.
(Laughter)

Mary: Absolutely.

Margaret: But then | came back and | had to help — didn’t have to help — but they asked if we
would help find where the kids were that were in schools that got wiped out, and make
arrangements to get them into schools. So | came right back and went to work, but it was nice.

Mary: Oh, sure.
Margaret: I've had an interesting life. | think a lot....
Mary: Yeah, so | really appreciate....

(End of tape)
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