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Mary:	 June 6, 2012 phone interview by Mary Dillman with Wade and 
Marianne Alexander.  


Wade:	 Hello.  It's Wade 
Alexander.  


Mary:	 Wade, hi.  This is Mary 
Dillman.  


Wade:	 Hi, Mary.  How are you 
today?  


Mary:	 Good.  How are you?  


Wade:	 We're fine out here in San 
Luis Obispo, [California].  


Mary:	 Hi, Marianne.  


Marianne:	 Hi, nice to hear your voice.  


Mary:	 Nice to hear yours.  I hope it's okay if I record the interview.  


Marianne:	 Oh, sure.  


Mary:	 Good.  I thought I asked already in the e-mail but I just wanted to 
verify.  I thought maybe we could start.  Basically, if you'd tell me 
whatever you remember from the classes but maybe how you 
happened to hear about the classes and start going.  


Marianne:	 I will start that because I think, in a sense, I initiated it but Wade 
took off from there. A friend of mine, she never said and I don't 
honestly know how the book got in my hands, but it appeared and I 
read it. It was The Seth Material. I thought, I know most of this 
stuff.  This isn't new but maybe Wade ought to read it. I didn't say 
anything. I just left it there so he'd have to at least glance at it now 
and again, which he did. After that, he sort of looked at me. We 
were on a trip. He looked at me and he said well, that's that. What 
he meant, I think, but he may correct me, he had just walked out 
the back door of the Catholic Church. So now, he better take it up 
from there.  
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Wade:	 I didn't walk out the back door or the front or the side then but the 
book was very interesting. I said something like where did you get 
this?  You said Jennie gave it to me and, as far as I know, that's 
going on now down in Elmira.  We lived in Ithaca then, near 
Ithaca.  I was called to do some work for Elmira College.  I earned 
part of a living as a piano technician and they'd had some problems 
with their pianos because of the flood in Elmira. They had refugees 
in the college. Some of the pianos were damaged. Anyway, I went 
down there and I was working.   
 
So I called Jane Roberts up and told her about me. I told her I was 
from Freeville. She first made sure that we weren't members of the 
Freeville's Spiritualist Society. Then she said read Seth Speaks.  
When you're finished with that, call me up and you can go to class.  
I finished it in about three days. Marianne took it from there and 
we started going to class in October, I think, of 1973.  The first 
class that we attended, we just went and Jane broke into a Sumari 
song. I said to Marianne this should be recorded. I found an 
advertisement in the Ithaca Journal for a Roberts reel-to-reel 
recorder.  


Marianne:	 Tell the real truth now on this one.  


Wade:	 I bought in from a guy on the street.  


Marianne:	 It was hot. Let's just get real.  


Wade:	 Anyway, I got it for a good price.  


Marianne:	 It was hot. [Laughs]


Mary:	 [Laughs]


Wade:	 Anyway, I took that to class and I recorded the classes on that for 
three years with the reel to reel recorder.  We went to class on 
Tuesday night. For a week I spent evenings, probably two evenings 
editing the tapes. I excised all of the irrelevant class discussion and 
personal things that class members said and tried to save the 
comments that preceded when Seth came into the conversation and 
anything after the conversation. I spliced them all together. That's 
how the Seth tapes came into being.  


Mary:	 Wow.  That was quite a project.  
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Marianne:	 Yes.  It was an enormous project and he was utterly faithful with it.  
I guess you know that Seth called him the cardinal. He denies, 
mostly, that he was ever a cardinal but he was one.  


Wade:	 I'll tell you why he called me the cardinal. One day before class – 
the classes were on the second floor of the apartment house where 
Jane and Rob lived. By that time they had rented a second 
apartment so they had more space. Essentially, they had most of 
the top floor. I was sitting there looking out the window and across 
the parking lot there was a cardinal singing in a tree. I looked at the 
cardinal and suddenly I was inside the cardinal looking out through 
this red haze at Jane's apartment across the parking lot. That lasted 
for maybe 10 or 15 seconds and I was back in the room. I think 
that's why Seth called me the cardinal. In a previous life I was a 
cardinal, you know, maybe.  


Marianne:	 He was and he wasn't a particularly admirable one either. He'd 
prefer to block it out and I don't blame him. That's my being 
amusing but it's true. We don't believe in life being future or past.  
They're all now. But I don't see much of the cardinal in him. We 
just celebrated 59 years of being married. So I guess I have a pretty 
good idea of what he's like.  


Mary:	 Absolutely.  Marianne, when you're talking and joke I want to 
laugh hard but I've learned that then I show up and my laugh 
drowns out the people I'm interviewing.  


Marianne:	 That's okay. We're not trying to be amusing but sometimes we are.  


[Laughing]


Marianne:	 Life is – you've got to laugh because some of it is so unfunny.  


Mary:	 True. I love laughing. It's one of my favorite things to do. That 
cardinal story is very interesting though.  


Marianne:	 Yes, it is. I tease him about it because he'd just as soon not admit 
that he wasn't an admirable cardinal. He was an admirable altar 
boy.  


Wade:	 It's not a matter of admitting it or not. It's a matter of putting it in 
perspective as to its importance.  
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Marianne:	 Yes.  It's totally unimportant. I just tease him about it.  


Mary:	 What were some of the most memorable experiences in class that 
the two of you had?  


Marianne:	 Wade, you had many. I had one.  


Wade:	 Tell her about it.  


Marianne:	 I have to set the stage for this. Wade and – what was the man's 
name who did all the writing, Wade?  


Wade:	 Hugh [Wheeler].  


Marianne:	 Hugh wrote up the class and Wade did the taping. They were a 
very important part of the class. I was not. They always sat at a 
table where – full view. I usually sat over in the corner. Now 
remember, this is a smoke-filled, very tiny room with up to 60 
people in it.  I sat on the floor way off in the corner usually, 
unobserved, unnoticed and very quiet. I can honestly tell you that 
there was one reason, first of all, I'm not a very noisy person 
anyway but many of the people there asked some questions that 
part of me wanted to say, good grief, don't you know that yet? 
Okay, now that's arrogant enough. But mostly, there wasn't too 
much going on that I didn't already know. That's not meant to be 
arrogant. It's just the way of things. So I was quiet. I didn't have 
anything to say.   
 
The New York boys more than made up for that because they never 
shut up. They laugh about that too because they know they didn't. 
They egged Seth on to talk. They did everything in their power to 
get him to speak. So, it was kind of a stage play.   
 
Now, I have one episode for me. Then, I have nothing really more 
to say because I was in the background. One time when Seth and I 
spoke together he said, hello, old friend. That meant to me, and I 
knew it, that we are not strangers. We know one another from other 
lives, okay, and leave it at that. But here's the episode that did 
affect me and did affect the whole class.  In fact, there is nothing 
on Wade's tape to prove what I'm about to say. It was a blank. 
Nothing was recorded.   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I never sat on a chair.  There was a blue, overstuffed chair in the 
room and I walked in and sat in it.  This is totally unusual for me. 
During the class there was a kind of gap of possibly ten minutes 
but I think it was shorter wherein the room got huge. It was a 
meadow. There were hundreds of children and parents coming up a 
hill, a grassy knoll. I was at the top sitting down. Many of them 
were in wheelchairs, had crutches, you name it, coming toward me.  
When I asked various people after the class if they saw it, they did, 
except for four people in the room who saw nothing but the rest 
did.  And I did ask.   
 
I don't have to go into the detail of what it meant except that when 
I was 15 I drew a picture in art class of a brown pony under an 
apple tree.  That was the assignment.  I cannot draw worth beans. I 
did try.  The art teacher said you can do better and started to tear up 
my drawing.  I said no and, unlike me, I took it away from her and 
said this means something.   
 
It took 40 years before it meant anything because I didn't have time 
to do it but in 1986 I founded a non-profit, international 
organization called Personal Ponies Ltd.  Please look up the 
website.  That's what it's called, personalponies.org.  It's the only 
organization in the world that offers Shetlands, the real Shetlands 
from the coalmines, to families with children who are differently 
able. There is no charge. There are approximately 2000 and more 
ponies out there giving kids smiles.  We have maybe 4000 
volunteers. I am no longer the national director. I was for 27 years.  
That is a direct result of that happening in Seth's class. I saw it all 
happen.  


Mary:	 Wow.  I looked up the website.  


Marianne:	 You did see Personal Ponies.  Well, then, what I just told you is 
what happened in Seth's class having to do – I saw them all.  I 
really, honestly, except for the time when Jane and I spoke quietly 
together or the one time Seth spoke with me, honestly, I don't have 
anything else to offer with one sentence. Most of what Seth has 
said in class, on the tapes and what I have read, I pretty much knew 
from the time I was very tiny. That really is all I have to say, Mary.  
I don't have anything else.  


Mary:	 I didn't mean to interrupt you but I was very taken by your website 
and your organization.  I just think it's wonderful.  
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Marianne:	 It took 13 hours a day for about 27 years.  


Mary:	 I'm sure.  


Marianne:	 It's an incredible amount of work, but I don't take much credit.  It's 
in memory of my brother who died while I was taking an English 
exam.  That's the result of the brown pony.  This has meaning.  
When it was so clear, that visual in the class, I knew it would have 
to come about.  It took another ten years but anyway.  That's it 
really.  Wade's the one to tell you far more than I can.  This was a 
huge thing for him.  It was huge.  It changed his life forever.  Okay, 
I really am going to be quiet.  


Wade:	 There really wasn't a single incident that stands out above the 
others.  It was a cumulative effect, reading the books and being 
there at the time when Jane and Rob were compiling The Nature of 
Personal Reality.  What that the next one, Marianne?  


Marianne:	 Yes.  


Wade:	 So, most of his class was devoted to asking us to examine our 
beliefs and identify what a belief was and how they could be 
changed by changing our mind about it.  The one episode that I 
remembered, you might check the video from the [San Francisco] 
Seth conference, when I told about it there.  That may be an easier 
way for you to clue in on that because the two young men who 
were a big part of that episode remembered it instantly.  In fact, 
Rich Wolinski said, yeah, that was me.  So, you may want to check 
that if you've got those videos from Lawrence [Davidson].  Okay?  


Mary:	 Okay.  I don't have them but I'll certainly ask him for them.  


Wade:	 Yeah.  Ask him for it because that'd be a good way to explain it.  It 
was a neat exchange between Marianne and me and Lawrence and 
Richard about that incidence.  It had to do with a woman who 
came to class who had been treated for cancer and was wearing a 
wig.  That might be of interest to you.  That's the one specific thing 
that I remember right off the top of my head.  But it was a 
cumulative thing because, essentially, I went to the classes twice.  I 
went to the class and then I listened to them for the next few days 
when I was making the tapes.  Do you know what happened to the 
tapes?  
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Mary:	 I believe you gave them to Rob.  Is that correct?  


Wade:	 No.  What happened was that I made the tapes, I don't know how 
many, quite a few, maybe 15 or 20 reels.  We were visited by a 
couple named Palm and Don Hall, H-A-L-L, who appeared with 
their RV and parked it behind our house up in the country outside 
of Ithaca.  They wanted to have copies of them.  So I called Rob 
and Jane and asked them if it was okay.  They said yes.  They took 
most of the reel-to-reel tapes, copied them and then sent them back 
to me.  Then, later on, we had friends in Ithaca – 


Marianne:	 Steve and Tracy Blumenthal.  


Wade:	 Tracy copied them to cassettes.  She still has a set and I had a set.  
At that time, I gave the reel-to-reel tapes to Rob.  He sent them to 
Yale .  Now, since then, I had my set for a long time and I sent 1

them to Ricky Stack. The Halls made some copies of them and 
sold them.  I think they made some CDs.  So they began to float 
around.  They weren't taking care of the copies.  But Ricky Stack 
has my cassette tapes because I gave them to him.  They were all 
done in stereo, by the way.  It was a stereo tape recorder.  When 
Jane sang the Sumari songs I ran the tape recorder seven and a half 
inches per second so the fidelity was better.  For the dialogue, I just 
ran it three and three-quarters IPS because it saved the tape.  So, 
that's the story with the tape and I think Rick Stack is selling them, 
CDs of them.  That's where they came from.   
 
Some other class members had little cassette tape recorders.  


Marianne:	 But they didn't do the job you did Wade.


Wade:	 They made copies and gave them and throw them away.  Hugh had 
a cassette tape recorder.  He used it to refer back to the class so he 
could make the handout that he did every week.  We came back 
every week and he gave us a transcript of the class.  All of those 
documents I think Rob got or Sue Watkins had or maybe they both 
shared them, notebooks full of them.  


 Actually, Rob did not send them to Yale before his death, and Laurel Davies-Butts still 1

has them in her possession as of September 2017. CD’s of Don Hall’s copies and his reel 
to reel tapes are at Yale but it appears a few were blank or missing.
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Marianne:	 I don't mean to interfere but nothing was as complete, Wade, as 
what you did.  You were at every class and many of those people 
were not.  So they only got parts of things.  But the ones you did 
were complete.  


Wade:	 We went to every class for three, three and a half years.  


Marianne:	 Yes.  Without fail, he did that.  


Mary:	 That's amazing.  


Wade:	 So, anyway, that's what happened with the tapes.  Since we’ve 
been in Seth class, we've moved on to a different set of beliefs.  


Marianne:	 I don't think they're different, Wade.  They're more detailed and 
they're the broader vision.  We're very careful about not saying too 
much.  


Wade:	 Let me use the word different.  If you want to check my website 
that will give you an idea of where I've ended up and Marianne 
perhaps too a little bit because it has to do with A Course in 
Miracles.  


Mary:	 I checked it very briefly but I'll look at it again.  


Wade:	 You have that website then.  


Mary:	 You put it in your e-mail to me.  


Wade:	 Yeah, okay.  


Marianne:	 I might just say this.  Wade has been a student of A Course in 
Miracles for at least 25 years, more actually.  I have not.  I read the 
teacher's manual and a page or two at the beginning.  But I really 
am not a student of the course because I honestly didn't feel there 
was much that I was not at least acquainted with.  Not word for 
word, all of that, I just haven't read it but Wade has been an earnest 
and dedicated student and has far more to say than I would.  


Wade:	 Anyway, whatever I believe about the spirituality is stated in the 
website.  
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Mary:	 And you have a couple books that you've written too, I believe, 
right?  


Wade:	 I wrote a biography of Sister Kenny because I had polio when I 
was 13 years old or 12 or 14, somewhere in there and I became 
engrossed with finding out about her life so I ended up writing a 
biography.  It was published in Australia by University Press in 
Rockhampton, the Central Queensland University.  They've ceased 
being the publishers.  So now it's being reprinted from the 
Southern Queensland University in Toowoomba and it's for sale at 
the Sister Kenny Memorial house in Nobby Queensland.  In the 
last two or three years I've worked to put together a version of it 
that has everything that I wrote originally, edited it and put it into 
one bind because the Outback Press version in Australia had to be 
cut to 110,000 words.  I compiled another, a late version that has 
everything in case some scholar sometime in the future wants to 
access it.  Then I wrote a book about the course which is on my 
website and another short one about gifts and giving which is on 
the website.  


Marianne:	 I will add one thing.  I started writing a journal when I was seven 
years old.  I'm transcribing and finishing a trilogy called A Lamp to 
My Feet which is the story of my life.  A person who was at one 
time an illustrator for The New Yorker magazine is doing the 
illustrating.  He's doing a virtual reality book for children so they 
can walk around with me as I grew up.  


Mary:	 How wonderful.  


Marianne:	 He wants to make it a movie.  Book one is done.  Book two is 
nearly done.  Book three I'm working on.  We're 81 and that's what 
we spend our time doing.  Honestly, I don't know that I have 
anything else to add.  


Mary:	 I have to ask one other thing to Wade.  I believe you transcribed 
some of the Sumari, put it in music form, didn't you, or not?  


Wade:	 Yeah.  I did one song called "A Story of the Creation".  There's a 
copy of it in Sue Watkins first book.  I transcribed it so I could play 
it on the cello.  I played it in class.  Sue wrote about that in her 
book.  There's a copy of it in her book.  At the Seth conference up 
in San Francisco I played it and I handed out copies.  I still have 
the original one I wrote out.  
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Mary:	 That's great.  


Marianne:	 You should have seen the faces.  Wade was too busy playing to 
notice but I was there watching.  You should have seen the faces in 
that room at the conference when he played "The Story of the 
Creation."  They weren't even breathing.  


Mary:	 I can imagine.  


Marianne:	 They weren't even breathing.  It was so magical.  Please, Mary, 
understand that we were very, very circumspect about not stepping 
out of what Seth had offered in the books that Jane and Rob put 
together.  We could've added much more and did not.  We didn't 
feel the people who were at the conference had any interest beyond 
what Seth had taught.  We used that as a boundary.  We both 
agreed before we went in there we would say nothing more and we 
didn't.  


Mary:	 That was very considerate of you.  


Marianne:	 Yeah, well, it was purposeful because we didn't want to upset 
anyone.  We had asked to talk about the past, you see, what we had 
experienced.  So that's what we did.  


Mary:	 I heard some very good reports about you being there too.  You 
were very well appreciated.  


Marianne:	 Apparently, yes.  I think that had to do with the fact that we were 
there.  Jane was gone and Rob was gone.  For these people, this is 
history.  I think it was that more than anything else.  It was first-
hand information.  We're both pretty honest so we told it like it is.  


Wade:	 We provided them with some memories of our experiences.  


Marianne:	 Little funny stories and little things that were fun and the boys 
from New York that they were there.  It was really neat, nostalgic.  
It was hard not to go beyond the barrier, the boundary we had set 
for each other.  


Wade:	 We did it.  


Marianne:	 But we did it.  
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Wade:	 Of course, the boys from New York are long time grown men.  
They have their own set of competencies.  They were fun to be 
with.  


Marianne:	 Yes.  It was fun really.  


Mary:	 I bet.  Well, I really thank you – 


Marianne:	 Does that give you what you wanted from us?  


Mary:	 This is absolutely wonderful.  I really appreciate you taking time 
out of your day to do this interview.  


Marianne:	 That's fine.  


Wade:	 We enjoy it.  


Marianne:	 Yeah.  So, it was fine.  Remember, we're not teaching.  We're not 
raising six kids.  We don't have a big farm anymore.  All those 
things are somewhere else.  


Mary:	 That's right.  You had six children.  


Marianne:	 We had six in seven years and I don't recommend it.  


Mary:	 [Laughs] Wow.  Yes.  That's a lot to do.  


Marianne:	 And a few strays thrown in.  When you have a big farm with 
horses and six kids, you're bound to have kids who sleep over.  If 
the mother called you would say I don't know.  What color hair do 
they have and what color is the sleeping bag because there are 
several here?  I couldn't identify them when they're asleep.  It was 
that kind of household.  


Mary:	 Again, thank you very much.  I really appreciate this.  


Marianne:	 Okay.  If you have more questions just e-mail us.  


Mary:	 If I can, I'd like to send you a release form.  


Wade:	 Do you have our snail mail address?  
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Mary:	 I'll snail mail that.  


Wade:	 Okay.  


Marianne:	 Could I offer a little conversation I had with Jane when we went 
for a walk?  


Mary:	 Oh, please.  


Marianne:	 At that time, Jane could walk a little.  I suggested we go for a walk.  
There were so many people around and she couldn't breathe.  So 
she said yes and we did.  We didn't go far, maybe a block and back.  
I said, Jane, it's so easy to fall for the Seth part that comes through.  
How are you?  She looked at me.  She was the scrawniest thing 
you could ever imagine, all bent and scrawny.  She could barely 
walk but she walked with me.  She looked at me and there were 
tears in her eyes.  Now, she didn't have to say a word.  I knew 
exactly what she was thinking, she was thinking, who am I?  But 
she said I wish my body were different because I would feel 
different about myself.  I said, Jane, where does Sumari come 
from?  I don't know that you want to put this in research.  That's up 
to you .  But she looked at me and she said you.  She said it's an 2

ancient, ancient, ancient language.  I am from the Pleiades and that 
is a language that was pre-Pleiadian culture.  When she said you I 
really got the message.  It wasn't Jane speaking.  It was Seth.  
That's how I knew him.  I'm not sure you'll want to put this in at 
all.  But I'm just telling you.  Okay.  We can leave it at that.  


Mary:	 I put pretty much everything in.  


Marianne:	 If you want to, you're free to do so.  If you don't want to, just leave 
it out.  I'm just telling you that was the real conversation that I had 
with Jane.  Then we went back to the room full of smoke-filled 
people and she got busy.  


Mary:	 Interesting.  


Marianne:	 Yeah, interesting.  Beyond that, it doesn't have to mean a thing.  


Mary:	 Thanks for sharing that.  


 Odd comment – but nothing to verify it. 2
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Wade:	 I visited her in the hospital in Elmira.  


Marianne:	 That's right.  You did.  I didn't go there.  


Wade:	 Rob was there and she was dying.  There wasn't anything 
substantial said between us but she more or less made it obvious 
that she knew she was going.  She wasn't going to be living in the 
body long and it was fine with her.  She was ready to go.  


Marianne:	 Yes.  She was ready.  She was ready when I talked to her.  


Wade:	 Physically, she suffered a lot.  There are private sessions that never 
got in the books.  I know they're available somewhere.  It was 
something between Seth and Rob and Jane.  He always called her 
Ruburt.  They were private sessions that didn't get published in the 
books.  


Marianne:	 She told Wade and me about them.  


Wade:	 You know about them, don't you?  


Marianne:	 Yeah.  I do.  


Wade:	 Mary, do you know about them?  


Mary:	 Yes.  Actually, copies of them are at Yale.  So I've seen them.  


Wade:	 There were a few sessions after she stopped class up at the place 
up on the top of the hill in Elmira.  We went to maybe four or five 
of those.  Then she got sick and she passed.  


Marianne:	 If you have questions, feel free.  We are the last of the class people.  
So if we have something valuable for the future, we're more than 
happy to offer it.  But anything we've said, if you'd like to discount 
or leave out, that's fine with us too.  It's okay.  Leave it all out.  We 
don't care.  


Mary:	 I like to keep the record intact for other people to make decisions 
when it comes time for them to do their research.  If they want to 
use it or discard it, that's their prerogative.  


Marianne:	 They'll probably get stopped if they ever try to research anything 
about us because we don't say much.  We really don't.  We just 
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don't.  You asked and we've answered our best but we don't talk 
about it.  


Wade:	 You know that Rob very seldom came into class.  


Mary:	 Yes.  


Wade:	 We were there for maybe six months.  Jane had a break after an 
hour and a half.  She said come on in and meet Rob.  


Marianne:	 She asked us to come in.  That's true.  


Wade:	 Six months into the class. After that, we saw him infrequently but 
fairly often.  


Marianne:	 He did say to both of us very quietly and as an aside - I can’t 
remember, I don't think Jane was there or was leaving the room.  
He did look at us very intently.  He was a dear man.  He truly was, 
Mary, a dear man.  And he very quietly said thank you for being 
here.  It's such a help to her.  


Mary:	 How nice.  


Marianne:	 I don't know the meaning for that because I didn't read it.  I just 
heard it and it was very quiet.  We were both standing there.  That 
was the end of it.  I don't remember seeing Rob again.  


Wade:	 When he moved, after he moved.  He was always there at those 
evening gatherings.  


Marianne:	 Okay?  That's it.  


Mary:	 Okay.  


Wade:	 I appreciate you doing this and it'll be good to have it on the 
record.  


Mary:	 I'm very delighted that you were so good about doing all that 
taping.  That has really helped generations.  


Marianne:	 That was a fantastic amount of work, a tremendous amount of 
work to make it useable and useful. Tremendous amount of work. 
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Mary:	 Well, we appreciate it.  Thank you again.  Good-bye.  


Wade:	 All right.  Take care.  


[End of Audio]
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