Aber Marilyn Interview, 2011/04/23

Mary Dillman: Marilyn [Wilber Hutcheson
Aber], I just wanted to establish
that today's date is April 23,
2011. Marilyn, your last name is

pronounced...
Marilyn Aber: A-ber.
Mary Dillman: Aber. Okay.
Marilyn Aber: Yes. I believe it came from

French, but I can't prove it.

Mary Dillman: Then, you lived in the Elmira
area for... Marilyn Aber
Marilyn Aber: Yes. [ was born in Elmira, New

York in 1946 in the Arnot Ogden Hospital. [ went to high school
there at Southside. I grew up in Wellsburg, New York, near the
Pennsylvania border. I met Jane and Rob through the Artistic
Greetings, where I worked. It was the card company then.

Mary Dillman: Were you an artist then?

Marilyn Aber: Yes, uh-huh. That was the very earliest stages of when they started
playing with the Ouija board.

Mary Dillman: Could you tell me a little bit about Rob at work, and the work
environment at Artistic?

Marilyn Aber: Well, it was connected with the warehouse, so it was drawing
boards lined up with a lot of good light back in the old days, with
paints and pens. The real artwork was being done, before
computers. I started working there out of high school with my
native talents and with one of my childhood friends that I'm still in
touch with. I was there probably about three years; I'd have to
check for sure.

Mary Dillman: Well, that's very interesting. Then, did Rob tell you about the Ouija
board and the experience with Seth, or...

Marilyn Aber: Well, at that point, he asked if several of us wanted to come over
Friday night for a little get-together with wine. That became more
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of a routine. Then, I don't remember exactly how the Ouija board
was entered into it, but it evolved to... I was there at least a couple
of sessions.

What was your reaction?

Oh, I was very curious. I realized at that point that it was
something they were dedicated to. I visited on and off. I moved to
Buffalo, and I remember visiting back after that, and that was early
'80s. Then, after several moves, I was in Germany, and the picture
that I sent to you with myself and Rob and Karen Turk, she was a
German woman that was very interested in the Seth Material.

Oh!

By that time, it was the '80s and the Seth Material was quite well
known internationally by then.

She must have been quite impressed that you knew Jane and Rob.

Oh, yes. Yeah. [ must say that I found it difficult to digest at that
time, although I believed in the ESP experiments that we were
doing. That was another thing. They would ask us to practice
sending and receiving, and things like that.

Was the practice sending and receiving to them, or to people in
your...

To my friend Ann [Diebler Sinderman], who was my childhood
friend that we had grown up with, anyway. We'd grown up
together. We had a lot of rapport, I guess you would say, anyway.

I think she might be on my list of people to try to find and contact.
Yeah. Well, I am still in contact with her, and I did send her
information and spoke about you. She didn't say yes or no, but I do

have her information.

That would be wonderful, if you could email me, if you think she
wouldn't mind hearing. I'll send her a letter.

Yeah, I don't think she'd mind.
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Okay, great.

I think her memory is better than mine sometimes. She remembers
things that I don't.

Do you recall any of the things that happened Friday nights, other
than... I mean, any specific stories of any one time?

Oh, we did a little table tipping one night.
Oh, that must have been fun.

Yeah. Just placing hands on the table and seeing if it would move
or rise.

Did you have much luck with it?
Well, it wiggled.
Were you doing that with Jane and Rob also on the same table?

Yes. I don't remember who else was there. Curt Kent, are you in
touch with him?

You know, I've sent him several letters and tried to call him, but I
never get a response.

Is he still in Elmira?

Yes, somewhere in that area. I'm quite sure it's the correct person.

I looked him up on the web and it appeared, in one of those
listings, that he was still alive. I guess he's 70. He was a little bit
older than I.

I wasn't sure of that.

He was an artist there, as well. I don't know that he got involved in
the Seth part of life. I think he was not as interested in that, but I

don't know, because there's how many years in between.

Right. That may be his lack of interest. There have been some
people who just haven't wanted any part of my interviewing.
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Yeah. At that time, in the late '60s, you know, there was a lot of
little art stuff going on. There was a gallery for a while. I don't
remember the name of the gallery or the name of the person that
was involved, but maybe some of those things will come back to
me as [ think about it, contemplate it some more.

At any point, if you want to send me an email about something, it's
fine.

Okay.

Let's see. I did interview Merle and Lois Cratsley. I don't know if
you remember them.

Oh really?

I did maybe five years ago. They were doing very well. I enjoyed
visiting with them.

Are they still in the Elmira area?

Yes. They seem to be doing very well. They have a daughter who's
an artist. So, even though Lois said she didn't do artwork at
Artistic, art obviously was part of her life.

Oh yeah. Well, that's great. She was more of the business manager.
Our admin executive business manager for the artists because we
needed to be managed. Well, we had glue pots back then. Think of
all those fumes we inhaled.

Oh my goodness.

We did everything with glue pots. We had good brushes and good
paper, and we didn't use turpentine that I remember in the Art
Department there. It was before magic markers. But the glue pots. I
think back on that now and I just have to wonder about all those
fumes.

I also am trying to interview Ceceila Lord Laub is her name now. I

don't know if you knew her or not. She worked at Artistic too, but
I'm not sure what she did there.
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Cecelia. I think she came in as kind of a secretary admin person.
Was Rob fairly quiet, or do you have any remembrance of him?

He was quiet, but philosophical. We knew he was very talented. He
had done cartoons in New York. I just thought it was fascinating
how they had met and lived in the Cadillac. I don't know if you've
heard that.

1 don't think so. I'd love to hear about it.

Oh yeah. They met. He was out of New York working on a cartoon
strip. He was stressed and needed to get out of New York, and he
met her. They just said let's get out of here. They went to Florida in
the Cadillac and lived in it for a while, until they figured out what
they were gonna do.

I just thought it was a wonderful magical change that had
happened, that they met each other. They danced and they enjoyed
each other's company. They were disciplined. You could be an
artist and you could be disciplined, too.

Those were some of the things about the human beings.
That's great. I love hearing any little anecdotal information about
them. It fills out the picture, somewhat. Did you have another

name? Did you have a married name for a while? Wilber?

Yes. I was Wilber. Then, I was Hutcheson. The second husband
was Hutcheson. They were both local in that area.

Did either of them witness the Seth phenomena, or visit with Jane
and Rob with you?

Well, I think that maybe the first husband was there because he
was the father of my child. He was around at that time. His name
was Don, and he lives in Elmira, New York.

Okay. Your life sounds pretty interesting now, Marilyn.

Oh yeah. I've made the transition into the computer world. If

wanted to stay employed in the graphic arts, then that was what I
needed to do. I have been in the graphic arts my whole life.
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I've worked for the Corps of Engineers more than 30 years now.
I'm getting close to retirement age, but it's not the age, it's the
money. The way things are going, women are statistically living
longer, and health care is rising, along with the price of gasoline.
So, I don't want to quit too soon.

I volunteer for the Smithsonian in the butterfly exhibit. They've
published several of my photos with the advertising and in their
publications, of my butterflies.

Fascinating.

The other key point is my monarch butterfly sculpture that I have
at the Montshire Museum, which is in Norwich, Vermont. I made a
10" 8" butterfly that is a monarch butterfly that hangs in the center
of the museum. A lot of times, that comes up with my name. It's in
the exhibits column of the website for the Montshire.

Well, I'll definitely look it up. I was thinking if you had any other
stories or anything at all that you can remember about Jane and
Rob, or your experiences with them, with or without Seth...

Well, I think that they were very inspirational human beings before
the Seth business took over, as artists and writers and scholars.
That time, I think they were questioning and trying to balance their
lives, and questioning what it was they were doing, and how they
could continue doing it because I think they both felt committed
and interested in what was happening.

Sure. That is something that can be difficult for artistic people,
supporting yourself and following your dream at the same time.

Well, I remember Jane was working in a nursery for a while, trying
to subsidize her life. Bob, I know he — we called him Bob — he cut
back his hours so he could devote more time to his painting and his
work. So, they were trying to figure out how they could manage to
live and work through the painting. Have the studio, have
committed time.

I think that was a great lesson to me also, great example to me that

it was possible to segregate out time and be disciplined about
making things happen.
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They seem to have been role models for a great number of people.
That's great. Bob, did you meet him?

Yes. Actually, after I started the project, I would go to Elmira most
summers to look up things in the library there and whatnot. So
then, I would get together and go over to visit Rob and his wife
Laurel.

Yes. Now, she must be a good help, isn't she?
Yes, she is. Did you meet...no, you...
No, I never met Laurel.

It was fun for me to share some things with Rob. He may have had
copies stored somewhere 'cause I think he kept all of his things, but
I went to Sayre High School one time and he had been the art
director of their little magazine that they did. They were very nice
to give me copies of Rob's artwork from high school, his drawings
in the magazine. So, I took him copies of that and he got a big kick
out of that. "You went to my high school?"

Because I kept asking his permission, thinking that I'm not sure
how I would have felt if somebody was running around behind me,
interviewing people who knew me. But Rob was very interested in
that. He was actually glad that I was doing it.

Oh, that's wonderful then.

Yeah. I never met Jane, but I was very fortunate to have met and
talked to Rob on numerous occasions.

Well, I think the last time I saw Jane, she was in the office chair on
wheels, and I don't think she moved around very much. I can't tell
you what year that was. I think that was probably while I was in
Europe; I don't know.

I really appreciate you visiting with me, Marilyn.

Well, don't hesitate to ask if you have anything else that comes up.
I'll try to scour my brain about some of those other things because
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what happens to me is when I start accessing the information about
a time period, then little things pop up. They dawn, as you say.
Then, I scribble down.

Well, if you can think of any funny instances or not-so-funny
instances, or you remember anything about your experience with
Jane or Rob, or even what Seth said, or what you thought about,
just send me an email.

Okay, I will.

I really have to thank you, Marilyn. This was so nice of you to
respond so quickly, and be so willing to do this. I really appreciate
it.

Oh, you're welcome. Well, I'm thinking about the influence that
they had on my life as we talk. It was an inspirational kind of thing
because it was outside of my family atmosphere. Whether I
followed along with what they were discovering or what they were
publishing, that's another thing because I just would get so bogged
down with the language. I was much more into more of an active
lifestyle, I guess, than studying the material.

Absolutely.
Well, you have a nice weekend.

You too.
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